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In the French Second Empire style, this small (36 f x 36 f ) house is located on the 
southwest side of Monroe. In plan, the house is divided into three sections, a 
rectangular main (southeast) block with the front entrance facing east, a north wing 
and a west wing. It is one-and-one-half stories tall with the attic story tucked 
behind the bell curved mansard roof. The roof is covered with reddish asphalt 
shingles. According to a previous 'owner, small cedar shingles fishtailed together in 
an ornate design composed the original roof. The second story is lit by dormers with 
flat hoods and windows the scalloped round arches of which are echoed by similar 
wood decoration on the sides of the dormers.

The first story has cream brick walls pierced by windows with stilted round arches and 
stone impost blocks and keystones. Under a similar arch, the front door is round arched 
with side lights and a transom which are also capped by round arches delicately 
carved of wood. The original etched and colored glass in and around the front door 
has not survived, but the original brass hardware and door bell are in working order. 
To the right of the door, in the north wing^ is a three-sided brick bay with a mansard 
roof. In the crook of the ell formed by the north and west wings is a wide frame 
porch which was screened in the 1920s. A similar porch on the south side of the west 
wing was enclosed at the same time and now serves as the kitchen.

The original kitchen was in the basement under the main block. The ground slopes 
downward to the south exposing a high stone basement and allowing outside access 
from the kitchen by a door on the south side of the house. The original kitchen 
room remains, devoid of its furnishings. A cistern in the basement which originally 
held water draining off the roof also remains but has been filled i.n. The original 
stairs, simple in design with a large, gracefully turned newel post, lead to the first 
floor under" the main staircase which is tightly curved around a spirally-fluted column. 
Delicately attenuated banisters, a heavy, turned newel post, and wainscoting with^ 
maple inset panels trim the walnut staircase. The stairway is so narrow that upstairs 
furniture has to be brought in through the dormer windows.

The stairway is in the central hall which widens at the entrance, where the floor is 
parqueted of walnut and oak (the floors in the rest of the house are all of hardwood, 
including oak and bird's-eye maple). A Victorian lantern with ornate foliate designs 
wrought in metal lights the hall. To the left is the living room which features a 
massive fireplace composed of marble and four kinds of wood with a mirrored overmantel. 
The windows, as in most of the house, have molded black walnut surrounds. Across the 
hall are a bedroom and a bathroom which occupy the space of the former dining room. The 
dumb waiter remains as a closet in the bathroom. The west wing is one large room 
which now serves as a family-dining room. On the second floor are three bedrooms. 
Interior doorknobs are of white porcelain.

Hulburt planted many exotic trees on his lot. Of these only a huge girigko in front of 
the house and a Chinese tamarack in the backyard are still alive.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hulburt house is a fine example of the French Second Empire style as interpreted 
for a prosperous small town businessman.

Chauncey D, Hulburt was born in Onandaga County, New York in 1829 and moved with 
his family to Green County, VJisconsin in 1847. In 1852 he married Sara Searles 
and settled in Albany where he engaged himself in carpentry and operated one of the 
early sawmills in the county. In 1865 he sailed from Boston, on the "City of Boston," 
on a voyage around the world. Local legend states that Hulburt found inspiration 
for his unusual house plans on this trip.

In 1874 Hulburt settled permanently in Monroe where he engaged in lumbering. It is 
probably because of his profession that Hulburt f s house, which he built in 1878, 
displays such a variety of woods simply but elegantly worked.

The Hulburt house is among the finest of the Victorian houses in Monroe, a city known 
for its 19th century domestic architecture. It is the only example of the French 
Second Empire remaining not only in Monroe, but in all of Green County.

Tax records for the City of Monroe, in the collections of the Area 
Research Center, UW-Platteville.
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