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DESCRIPTION

GOND T1 ON EXKONE EXKONE
35-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED 2LORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE_
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

QG ace Church occupies a half acre comer | ot at the intersection of Gxmon and Jackson
Streets, The chiarch faces the Conmon.

The churchis asinple rectangular auditorium The wall siirfaces are random ashl ar
except for the rear, whichis face brick and stone. The gabled end of the roof faces
Jackson Street. The facade i s three bays wide with three pointed arch entrances.

The center bay projects and above i t sentrance arethree |ancet w ndows. At the peak
of the gable i s a gabled stone bell housing that projects beyond the center bay.

The housing i s supported by two nassive stone consoles that step out and form athree-
pointed arch. The opening for the bell is also apointed arch. Theconmers of the
projecting bay and the buil dingproper arequoined i n arough cut stone. Fenestration
on the side elevations i s narrow pointed arch w ndows.

Six triangular dornmers areset inthe roof, onethird dow from the ridge. At the
southeast comer of the church i s a one story addition, built in 189%5» simlari n
design to the nain body of the church. Attached t othe church at the northeast comer,
s a2~ story ell-shaped parish house. The shaft of the ell was built in 1929ina
Tudor Revival style. The base of the ell was built i n 1958i n a contenporaiy nan-

ner with appropriate gestures t othe Tudor Revival style of the Parish House. n

the lot, inthe area formed by the parish hall tothe north and church to the south,

Is aprivately owed vemaciilar Ronanesque commercial buil di ng of about 1850.
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SPECIFIC DATES

1851, 1895 BUILDER/ARCHITECT jammatt Billings, Ralph A. Cram

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

G ace Church was founded on Cctober 11, 1846, five nonths before the Town of Law
rence was established. [ nthe spring of 1846 the Episcopal Church M ssionary Asso-
ciation of the Eastem District of Massachusetts, e«believing that there were several
places within her [imts where the church mght be established, appointedi n-Jipril.,,
the Rev. George Packard as missionary. .Three stations were designated as denmandi ng
particular attention, one of which was the manufactxiring town that was t obe built
upon the ™ banks of the Merrimack near Methuen. **

The new town was naned for the Lawence famly; the famly has always remained per-
sonally concenmed with Gace Church. Twoof the clergy, WIlliam Lawence, t he seconc
rector, and his son, W Appleton Lawence, acurate, were nenbers of the Lawence
famly; both [ater becane Epi scopal Bishops, as didthree of the other |ight rectors
of G ace Church.

Land was offered by the Essex Corporationas asite for the church andthe selection
was nade by M. Lawence and the m ssionary. They chose alot at the comer of Jack-
son and Gmmon Streets. The deed required that within five years a church of stone

or brick would be built. - -

n July 1, 1846, adesign for a small wooden church was submtted by Hamatt and Jo-
seph Billings of Boston. The Billings al so designed the Thayer Public library of
Braintree, Massachusetts, and Hanmett Billings al one designed College Hall at

Vel I esley College, the MiseumTheatre i nBoston, andthe Trenont Street Methodi st
Church i n Boston. '

I'n 1851 t he wooden chapel was noved t o Garden Street and the present stone church
was built i nits place. The new church was dedi cated on My 5» 1852.

As t he church grew, the need for nore space arose. | nthe spidng of 1895 plans were
drawn t o enl arge the church by adding anew chancel and w ngs on either side.

These pl ans were drawn by the young firm of Gam Wntworth, and Goodhue,

Later Gamand Ferguson were responsiblefor other work i nthe interior, including
the choir stalls, choir room sacristy and new organ. The rood beamand cal vary
were executed for Ralph Adans G amby Lual di..
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PAUL GUZZI

Oct ober 19, 1976

M. WIliam Lebovich

National Register of Historic Places

Office of Archeol ogy and Historic Preservatio'
National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Bill:

As you suggested i nour phone conversation of October 15 concerning
G ace Episcopal Church i nlLawence, Massachusetts, this i sa clarification
of its significance.

Grace Epi scopal Churchis significant historically for its association
with the Lawence fanmly. As you know, the Law encefam | ywas prom nent
i n Massachusetts comerce, and industry and wi dely respected fcr their
phi | ant hropy and humani tarianism Significantly, theonlymll owner
and nmenber of the "Boston Associ ates" to actuallytakeup residence in
the Merrimack Valleywas a Lawence, who for atinmelivedin Lowell.

The Lawr ences associ ated with G ace Epi scopal Churchwere naturally

all clergy. They had admi rable reputations for their work anmong textile
workersinthe city of Lawence and several of themrose to prom nence

as Bi shops of the Epi scopal Di ocese of Massachusetts.

G ace Episcopal i sarchitecturally significant as t hework of Hanmet
Billings, a Massachusetts architect of themd-century, who withhi s
brother Joseph, enjoyed sone reputation for their work. The principal
architectural significance appears tobe theassociation of Ral ph Adans
QGamwith thechurch throughout its growth i nthe 19t hcentury, and t he
span of hi s career.

| hope that this answers your questions sufficiently, If | canbe of any
assistance please let ne know.

Sincerely,

/\/\/\i

Joseph R Orfant
National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

JRO pg
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