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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Grace Church occupies a half acre comer l o t at the intersection of Common and Jackson 
Streets, The chiarch faces the Common. 

The church i s a simple rectangular auditorium. The wall siirfaces are random ashlar 
except for the rear, which i s face brick and stone. The gabled end of the roof faces 
Jackson Street. The facade i s three bays wide with three pointed arch entrances. 
The center bay projects and above i t s entrance are three lancet windows. At the peak 
of the gable i s a gabled stone b e l l housing that projects beyond the center bay. 
The housing i s supported by two massive stone consoles that step out and form a three-
pointed arch. The opening for the b e l l i s also a pointed arch. The comers of the 
projecting bay and the building proper are quoined i n a rough cut stone. Fenestration 
on the side elevations i s narrow pointed arch windows. 

Six triangular dormers are set i n the roof, one thi r d down from the ridge. At the 
southeast comer of the church i s a one story addition, b u i l t i n 1895» similar i n 
design to the main body of the church. Attached to the church at the northeast comer, 
i s a 2̂ - story ell-shaped parish house. The shaft of the e l l was b u i l t i n 1929 i n a 
Tudor Revival style. The base of the e l l was b u i l t i n 1958 i n a contemporaiy man­
ner with appropriate gestures to the Tudor Revival style of the Parish House. On 
the l o t , i n the area formed by the parish h a l l to the north and church to the south, 
i s a privately owned vemaciilar Romanesque commercial building of about 1850. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 
1851, 1895 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Hammatt B i l l i n g s , Ralph A . Cram 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Grace Church was founded on October 11, I846, five months before the Town of Law­
rence was established. I n the spring of I846 the Episcopal Church Missionary Asso­
ciation of the East em Dis t r i c t of Massachusetts, ••believing that there were several 
places within her li m i t s where the church might be established, appointed i n -Jipril .,, 
the Rev. George Packard as missionary. .Three stations were designated as demanding 
particular attention, one of which was the manufactxiring town that was to be b u i l t 

I- upon the ̂  banks of the Merrimack near Methuen.** 

The new town was named for the Lawrence family; the family has always remained per­
sonally concemed with Grace Church. Two of the clergy, William Lawrence, the second 

; rector, and his son, W. Appleton Lawrence, a curate, were members of the Lawrence 
family; both later became Episcopal Bishops, as did three of the other l i g h t rectors 
of Grace Church. 

Land was offered by the Essex Corporation as a site for the church and the selection 
was made by Mr. Lawrence and the missionary. They chose a l o t at the comer of Jack­
son and Common Streets. The deed required that within five years a church of stone 
or brick would be b u i l t . - -

On July 1, 1846, a design for a small wooden church was submitted by Hammatt and Jo­
seph Billings of Boston. The Billings also designed the Thayer Public library of 
Braintree, Massachusetts, and Hammett Billings alone designed College Hall at 
Wellesley College, the Museum Theatre i n Boston, and the Tremont Street Methodist 
Church i n Boston. ' 

In 1851 the wooden chapel was moved to Garden Street and the present stone church 
was b u i l t i n i t s place. The new church was dedicated on May 5» 1852. 

As the church grew, the need for more space arose. I n the spidng of I895 plans were 
drawn to enlarge the church by adding a new chancel and wings on either side. 
These plans were drawn by the young firm of Gram, Wentworth, and Goodhue, 
Later Cram and Ferguson were responsible for other work i n the i n t e r i o r , including 
the choir s t a l l s , choir room, sacristy and new organ. The rood beam and calvary 
were executed for Ralph Adams Cram by Lualdi.. 



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Saunders, Edith St. Loe; The F i r s t Hundred Years, Lawrence: 1946. 
Dorgan, Maurice B.; Lawrence, Yesterday and Today, Lawrence: 1918. 
Dorgan, Maurice B.; History of Lawrence,Massachusetts, Lawrence: 1924. 
Rushford & Donoghue; Lawrence Up To Date, Lawrence; 1895. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
h acre 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 
UTM REFERENCES 

A | 1 , 9 | | 3 | 2 , 3 2 , 7 , 0 | | 4 , 7 l 3 » 0 | 5 . 1 , 0 l BI . 1 1 1 . 1 . . 11 . 1 . [ , , I 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

11 c| , 1 1 1 , 1 1 1 1 . 1 . 1 . . 1 D1 1 1 1 1 , LJ _ L J 1 1 1 . u 11 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Joseph R. Orfant. National Regi.qter Kditny and 
ORGANIZATION 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Crnnnii .q.qi nn 

John Castle, Historian 
Grace Episcopal Church 

DATE 

J u l y 8, 1976 
STREETS. NUMBER 

294 Washington Street 
TELEPHONE 

617-727-8470 
CITY OR TOWN 

Boston 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

QSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE L O C A I ^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
\ HEREBY CERTIFY;F^(ATTHtSPg^^ TY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

r r g , DATE 

OmeeTOR, OFFlCEpF AflCHEOiOGpiV 
ATTEST: ' 

\NO Ht^QftlC PRESJfRV/s/ION , / / 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER ' 

aim-, 

GPO 892 . 453 



^ P R O P E R T y , 3 2 < ^ y a y a S ^ CyiuAA c L STATE S J 

DATE OF RECEIPT_ 

DATA PAGE 

V/̂  Ax YES NO 

RESUBMIT 

PHOTO (S) _ 
PHOTO DESCRIPTION (S) _ 
MAP (S) _ 
MAP DESCRIPTION (S) _ 
LOGGED // / ^ _ 
ACKNOWLEDGE ' j 3 1 ^ 2-* 

NUMBER REGISTER: 

NOV 3 1972 

REVIEW 
3 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

ARCHITECT 

ASST. KEEPER 

KEEPER 

WRITER/EDITOR 

DIRECTOR, OAHP 

EDITORIAL PROCESSING, EDITOR 

Federal Registry Entry Annual Edition Entry 

Logged pjQV g VS^ Card NOV 3 1972 

COMMENTS: WORKING NUMBER 0<:3, 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: ^ 7 













PAUL GUZZI 

October 19, 1976 

Mr. William Lebovich 
National Register of Historic Places 
Office of Archeology and Hist o r i c Preservatio' 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear B i l l : 

As you suggested i n our phone conversation of October 15 concerning 
Grace Episcopal Church i n Lawrence, Massachusetts, t h i s i s a c l a r i f i c a t i o n 
of i t s significance. 

Grace Episcopal Church is significant historically for its association 
with the Lawrence family. As you know, the Lawrence family was prominent 
in Massachusetts commerce, and industry and widely respected fcr their 
philanthropy and humanitarianism. Significantly, the only mill owner 
and member of the "Boston Associates" to actually take up residence in 
the Merrimack Valley was a Lawrence, who for a time lived in Lowell. 
The Lawrences associated with Grace Episcopal Church were naturally 
all clergy. They had admirable reputations for their work among textile 
workers in the city of Lawrence and several of them rose to prominence 
as Bishops of the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts. .. . 

Grace Episcopal i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the work of Hammet 
B i l l i n g s , a Massachusetts architect of the mid-century, who with his 
brother Joseph, enjoyed some reputation for t h e i r work. The p r i n c i p a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l significance appears to be the association of Ralph Adams 
Cram with the church throughout i t s growth i n the 19th century, and the 
span of hi s career. 

I hope that t h i s answers your questions s u f f i c i e n t l y , 
assistance please l e t me know. 

Sincerely, 

^ ^ ^ i 
Joseph R. Orfant 
National Register Editor 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

I f I can be of any 

JRO/pg 
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