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Temperance Hall is located on the southeast corner lot at the intersection 
of Wright County #3 and 100. It is a simple, two storey frame building with 
gable roof. With the exception of a pair of arched windows placed centrally 
within the second storey, no ornamentation is employed on the exterior of the 
building. A small vestibule measuring approximately eight feet by ten feet 
forms the only projection on a rectangular plan. (Approx. 25 feet by 45 feet.)

The interior of the Temperance Hall consists of one assembly room with a 
small stage at the eastern end. The assembly room is lighted by four windows 
regularly spaced on north and south walls. As is the case with the exterior, 
decorative treatment is almost absent from the interior, and is only found in 
the simple, fluted door casings with round medallion corner plates.

Access to the second floor, which formerly served as a make-shift dining 
hall is by means of a narrow staircase in the northeast corner of the building. 
This space has been unused for a number of years, however, it is evident that 
it never was a finished space in that there is no form of wall or ceiling covering 
(structural system exposed).

The Temperance Hall has undergone only minor modification since its con­ 
struction in 1896, primarily in the removal of a half-gable, false front 
and the transformation of this to a simple gable. With this exception, the hall 
has retained exterior and interior integrity. The hall now serves as a 
seasonal meeting hall for a religious group.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cokato Temperance Hall is significant not only for the role it played 
as a temperance organization, but also as a fraternal, social and cultural 
immigrant association for the Finnish settlers of Wright County.

In 1866 the first permanent settlement of Finns was established in Cokato 
and within a decade great agricultural progress was made in western Wright 
County. Among the Finns, however, such achievements were insignificant if there 
was little or no social and cultural advancement as well. The temperance move­ 
ment eventually provided the agency for the community's social and cultural life.

By the 1890s this movement had advanced to a point where, in September, 
1896, a Temperance Hall (the Cokaton P.R.S. Onnen Toivo Raittiusseura) was built. 
While ostensibly established to combat drunkenness, the temperance movement among 
the Finns in Cokato served more as a focal point of community social and cultural 
life. The temperance hall provided the location for this activity.

The methodology of this temperance society was no different from others. 
Originally its mission was to recruit members to take the pledge, detect in­ 
temperance, reprimand but forgive offenders and educate the youth to the evils of 
alcohol. The organization also provided community programs designed to keep 
the youth away from drinking and dancing and the humorous plays, recitations 
and athletic events that were presented are still remembered by the now retired 
people who once participated in them. In addition, the hall was used for town­ 
ship meetings and school events.

The temperance organization also served as an aid society, holding basket 
and pie socials and auction sales for needy causes. Meals were served in the 
second storey dining room for the participants who in many cases walked from 
town or farms to attend. During World War II when foreign policy prevented the 
shipment of government supplies to Finland, the Cokato "Helping Hand" Society 
did relief work in the hall preparing tons of food and medical packages to be 
privately shipped to Finland.

The society did more than introduce the temperance movement to Wright County. 
It was the agency that held many of the first generation Finns together and gave 
them the opportunity to enrich their often rigorous rural life with familiar 
Finnish activities. After World War II the activities of the society lessened 
and the hall was rented out to other community organizations. The hall has now 
passed into the hands of an evangelical, religious group, but the membership 
ledgers and meeting minutes, all written in Finnish, are cherished property of 
the Finnish community.
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