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DESCRfPTION 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A t = > E A R A N C E 

'Phe Samuel Osgood House was b u i l t i n the mid-18th c. i n the classical s t y l e . 
The building date of 1740 i s well sxibstantiated by the s t y l i s t i c details of 
construction. Set on a 5-acre l o t i n a r u r a l - r e s i d e n t i a l area of North Andovei, 
Lt faces southron Osgood Street and i s set back on a ci r c u l a r sMe drive with 
a fence and stone wall on the street edge. There are 3 outbuildings: a 2-car 
jarage, a 5 - s t a l l carriage shed with one end converted into a chicken coop, and 

large 2-room shed with gable ends. A l l were b u i l t later than the house. The 
isarn foundations remain, and there i s a photograph, taken c. 1900, i n Stevens 
Memorial Library, of the o r i g i n a l structure. 

the house has 3 chimneys with 8 rooms and a center h a l l i n the main part of th«i 
Jiouse. There are 7 fireplaces, a l l set i n field-panelled walls, and much addi-. 
:ional o r i g i n a l panelling including hinged i n t e r i o r shutters i n one room. The 
center h a l l has much of i t s o r i g i n a l panelling, and 2 of the fireplace walls 
are of particular interest with t h e i r flanking stop-fluted p i l a s t e r s . The upp^r 
southeast room also has a d e n t i l l e d cornice. 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

E x c e l l e n t • Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • U nexposed 

CChecfc O n e ; 

1 ^ A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved O r i g i n a l Si te 

The exterior covering i s wood clapboard, painted yellow Vith white t r i m . The 
southeast facade has a center entry with a d e n t i l l e d pediment which i s not 
o r i g i n a l , but which probably approximates the o r i g i n a l treatment. There are 

pedimented windows on either side of the door on the f i r s t f l o o r . On the 
second f l o o r , there are 5 windows spaced d i r e c t l y over the lower windows and 
:he door. The entire facade i s topped by a dentiled cornice and edged with 
plain cornerboards.. 

'CTie gable ends have both been modified. On the southwest side, an enclosed n 
(Entrance was added i n 1931; I t is" flanked,by 2 windows to the l e f t and one to 
;he r i g h t on the f i r s t f l o o r . There are 3 equally spaced windows on the second 
;:loor', the center one a lat e r addition, and one a t t i c window covered 
under the gable peak. 

TDhe rear side shows some changes as w e l l . There are 3 windows on the f i r s t 
loor, probably o r i g i n a l . The middle window i s missing on the second f l o o r 

.md a small window has been put i n under the eaves to l i g h t a s t a i r w e l l . A 
lat-roofed, 2-window dormer has been l e t i n t o the roof on the r i g h t . _ . 

A 2-story e l l , either o r i g i n a l or b u i l t shortly after the main structure, extends 
o the northwest at the rear of the house. I t seems to have undergone many 
changes. The e l l i s not squarely attached to the house, but extends about 4' 
:o the west. The offset section of the e l l ' s gable end contains one window on 
•;he second f l o o r . The southwest facade i s divided horizontally by a f l a t boarc^ 
.attached to the clapboards, with 3 windows above and 4 below. There i s also a 
(ioor to the extreme l e f t . The rear gable end of the e l l has 4 windows on the 
: i r s t f l o o r and 3 on the second. Most of the windows of the house are f i t t e d 
with black,9ot o r i g i n a l , shutters. 
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6. SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

I -

(/> 

Z 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i o n | • 16fh Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

£ ] 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

• 20 th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S ) ( I I A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ; 1 7 4 Q 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ^.f-heclt One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

( 3 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

I I Commun ico t i ons 

* Q C o n s e r v a t i o n 

1 I Educa t i on 

I 1 Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I nven t i on 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

[ I L i t e r a t u r e 

X : M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

[ 3 P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

I I Thea te r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i I Urbon Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The house i s notable as a fine example of mid-18th c. architecture. The 
center h a l l retains most of i t s o r i g i n a l panelling, and 2 of the field-panellfed 
fireplace walls are of particular i n t e r e s t , with one of them featuring d e n t i l 
moulding. . " i 

The house has prim^^ry historical significance as the birthplace and boyhood 
home of Samuel Osgood (1747-1813). Col.Osgood was an aid to Gen.Artemus Warfi 
during the American Revolution and was elected to the Continental Congress in 
1781. He served as one of the first three commissioners of the Treasury and 
was appointed by George Washington as the first Postmaster General under the 
new Constitution. He spent the latter part of his life in New York where he 
was Speaker of the New York Assembly in 1800. and became the first President 
of the National City Bank of New York. His friend Thomas Jefferson appointed 
him Supervisor of Internal Revenue for the Qistrict of N.Y.. Osgood was later 
Naval Officer of the Port of New York,,1803-1813, and w^s. also one of, tl^e, fouud-
ars of the"American Academy of Fine Arts. During the Revolution, the house 
served as a temporary refuge for books from^Harvard's library, wl;iich were sent 
to Andover for safe keeping. In 1953 a historical marker outlining Osgood's 
career was placed outside the house. ^ 
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L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
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N A M E A N D T l T L E ; 
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ORGANl Z A Tl ON 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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40 Beacon Street 

1829. 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

I Boston 6 l1-7:^7-g>f'7c> 
[|2. STATE LIAISON OFF ICER CfeRTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according; to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recomtnended 

le\iel of significance of this nomination is: 

f a t i o g a l • S t a t e Q L o c a l • 

Name 
In r . x . D ^ d r e : 

( c r e t a ry o f the Commonwealth 
-J-jtt *-jiairman, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 

Commiss ion 

Date 

Mas.sar.hi.î etfes 9,^ 1,„035 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 

Direcfor, Ollice of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D j t e 

ATTEST 

Keeper . 

Date DEC 2 7 1974' 

•if U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 
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Essex 
TOWN 

North Andover 
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440 Osgood Street 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

U.S.G.S. South Groveland,Masfe 1966 l j 2 4 ^ 0 0 0 
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November 1, 1974 

National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C. Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

NOV 11 

REGISTER 

CERTIFIED MAIL Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register 

Dear Charles: ,•• 

Enclosed i s the National Register submission f o r the following property: 

North Andover, Samuel Osgood House, Essex County. 

The Samuel Osgood House has been declared e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and the State Review Board and has 
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, John F.X. DAVOREN. 

Please l e t us know i f any other information i s needed. r • 

Sincerely, -

Elizabeth R. Amadon 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

4 
ERA:cb 
End. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 
DEC 3 0 1974 

Name Location 

Osgood, Samuel, House 
'y. 

North Andover 
Essex County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Michael J. Harrington 

Regional Director, North 
A t l a n t i c Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Hon. John F.X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chairman, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 

Commission 
40 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

PR MMott/cha 12-30-74 


