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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cosden Building, completed in 1918, is . a fifteen
story, reinforced concrete office building. The north
and west (streetfront) elevations are faced with terra-
cotta and feature cast iron canopies. Arcaded iron
casement windows on the first and second stories are
topped by vertical bands of double hung wood framed win-
dows,

Basically Sullivanesque in shape, the building is orna-
mented with antiquarian Venetian Gothic terra-cotta mo-
tifs Part of the overhanging mantel, with its open

tracery, was removed in 1930 because of falling masonry.

The terra— cotta facade is anchored to the structure only
at the ground floor level and displays considerable
cracking, crazing and spalling.

The west elevator lobby retains its original Gecorgian
marble walls and floors and vaulted plaster ceiling. A
bank, formerly located on the ground floor, completely
modernlzed its facilities in the 1950's and raised the
floor level, thus making the west entry impassable.

Upper floors have been largely remodeled, but retain
original drinking fountains and hardware. Josh Cosden's.
wood paneled office retains its wood burning fireplace. and
solid silver hardware. Cosden's penthouse has been.sub-
stantially altered and no longer retains 1its integrity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cosden Building was constructed on the site of the first Tulsa
schoolhouse, a mission school established in 1884 on Creek Indian
Nation land. The fifteen story building, completed in 1918, was
Tulsa's first skyscraper. It was one of the earlier reinforced
concrete structures in the United States. The basic design was
Sullivanesque, but a Venetian Gothic terra-cotta skin was applied:
to the structure. This applied ornamental facade is not supported
by the structure, but is nominally tied tec the structure at the
ground floor. The Cosden Building was a gesture toward progressive
design in a young city, and an interpretation of the "commercial
cathedrals" of the age. The 1921 History of Tulsa, Oklahoma pro-
claimed that in "beauty of design" it was only surpassed by the
Woolworth Building in New York.

The Cosden Building is the cornerstone ofi Boston Avenue's older fi-
-nancial and corporate office buildings. Cosden and his million
dollar building symbolized earlier 0il boom attitudes and Tulsa's
spirit of flamboyant growth. S
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Ground was broken at the southeast corner of Fourth Street and Bos-
ton Avenue for the Cosden Building in April of 1917. Built by

Josh Cosden as his office building and penthouse residence, it was
completed in 1918. The fifteen story building is Sullivanesque in
shape with antiquarian Venetian Gothic terra-cotta motifs. Part

of the overhanging mantle, with its open tracery, was removed in
1930.

The cast iron canopies over the north and west entrances led to
Gothic interiors with Georgia marble walls and floors. Only the
west elevator lobby retains its original appearance. The north
entrance was modernized during the 1950's .and is now closed.

Cosden had.a clear view of his refinery across the river to the
west from his opulent fourteenth floor corner office. The paneled
walls, silver hardware and fireplace still remain.

Cosden's penthouse, which he called his "bungalow", burned in Aug-

ust of 1922 with a loss estimated at over one hundred thousand dol-
lars. Among the items destroyed were a twenty-five thousand dollar
pipe organ-piano and a twenty-five thousand dollar painting.

Cosden rebuilt.

Starting again was not unfamiliar to a man who has been described
as "a lightning rod for triumphs and tragedies." A cyclone leveled
his first efforts with“an Oklahoma refining plant he had personally
financed. In the same year a fire destroyed the rebuilt plant.

His persistance and his personal labor in the primative oil field
conditions finally paid off. Cosden turned the 1909 calamities in-
to the world's largest independent refinery by 1913.

A favorite Tulsa oil tale is that of the twelve million dollar deal
Cosden put together in the Hotel Tulsa lobby. It took Cosden only
an hour and forty-five minutes to negotiate the biggest oil trans-
action of his career.

Four years later, architects completed plans for Cosden's skyscrap-
er. A year after its completion Cosden was thirty-nine years old,
worth in excess of fifty million dollars and had been dubbed "the
prince of petroleum'" by the press.

After his scandalous divorce and remarriage, Cosden and his bride
left an unforgiving Tulsa society for New York's elite "Four Hun-
dred." They were accepted by the New York society and acquirgd.
land, houses, yachts and a private railroad car, once entertalning
the Prince of Wales on their Long Island estate.

Living was easy until the crash in 1924 when once again Cosden lost
and rebuilt his oil fortune in Texas, bankrolled by Vinceqt Astor.
The press renamed him "Game Josh, the rubberball of the oil indus-

try."

(Continued in addenda page 1)
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The Great Depression of the thirties ruined him again, but this
time poor health would not allow Cosden to make yet another come-
back. By 1940 his company went into receivership; his private

property was sold at public auction; and Josh Cosden.died four
days later. ; : :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cosden Building is significant both architecturally
and historically as the structure most closely associated
with oilman Josh Cosden. The fifteen story building was
Tulsa's . first reinforced concrete building and first sky-
scraper.,

The building, with its fine terra-cotta facade, is a mil-
lion dollar interpretation of the '"commercial cathedrals"
of the age. The 1921 History of Tulsa, Oklahoma proclaimed
that in "beauty of design" it was surpassed only by the
Woolworth Building in New York.

Josh Cosden (dubbed the "Prince of Petroleum" by the press)
founded the Cosden (later the Mid-Continent) 0il Company.
Worth over fifty million dollars by the age of thirty-nine,
he built the Cosden Building to provide both office space
and his penthouse residence. )
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Original Master Plan Delineation

EXHIBIT A"

e R YA wﬂbarlwi_ a.i%mlﬂ&i%int Tl = H4
LMW\.-J.. \.\ ‘1 uLﬂ.vg" n‘t .' «“{a tﬂ.w L3 B g. me.ﬂwﬂ 2 'q D 4 >
iLsg ﬁu.u, = TP —————— a.PAH._.Nh-JJ e ..H.I-\!.l.v — li(nl”“ln«li S e e > =~ o

.P,.M.N‘,.‘ ._ma\\..ﬂl /* vth ’w' - ﬂ! T R e J'-. “Mlﬂ-.ll!l #Hm.'\ l‘l‘l«; Ry o n
s e 2> m.&ahnlnrt .lmlw [ﬁpl&}w a3 SRFenLY i T ¥ ..,!ll
.,l;. ~ bnr\h!t.rl.rlr BTN PR 4 S llenn W

— d bt .




v EXHIBIT "B"

; \\y Delineation of Contrasting Tower Scheme
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EXHIBIT “C”

Transitional Sketch
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