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Situated atop a slight knoll on the outskirts of Oregon City, the
Ainsworth House commands a view of Mount Pleasant Heights south of the
city. Built im 1851 for Captain John C, Ainsworth, a prominent pioneer
steamship captain, merchant and financier, the house is one of the well-
known examples of the Classical Revival style in Oregon because of its
dramatic two-story portico,

The house is rectangular in plan, with gable ends oriented north to
south, and it has an offset kitchen ell, Horizontal lap siding or clape
boarding covers the south, east an west exterior walls., On the north
face the pedimented gable end and the area protected by the portico have
flush wall boards, The porch was designed as a tetrastyle~prostyle
portico with a colossal order, The Ainsworth House is believed to be a
unique example of the temple front type on a large scale west of the
Rockies, The four columns supporting the pediment are octagonal rather
than turned, To simulate fluting, lathes were attached to the planes of
the octagon., A half balcony on the second story is independent of the
columns, At the corners of the facade are tworstory pilasters with
elaborately molded capitals, The cornice of the rear gable end has return
The gable roof has a boxed cornice and frieze that is divided into two
registers by a strip of molding. An interior brick flue with corbelled
cap is located on the ridge of the roof,

Fenestration is unusual in that coupled openings are used on the
sides of the house with doublerhung sash windows with six lights over
six. Openings of the threerbay facade are of the sowcalled French type
extending to the floor line with sashes of six lights over nine, Lintels
are slightly tapered and decorated with molding to suggest shallow pedimen
The offrcenter entry serying a side stair hall consists of a six panel
door with side lights and transom, Directly above it, a similar entry
opens onto the balcony from the second story,

The interior of the house has been essentially unaltered, A projectd
bay with sash windows was added to the east eleyation to serve the dining
room and a bedroom above. The current owner partially restored the house
in 1965 and has operated it for the past several years as a house museum
accessible on a regular basis during the summer and by appointment,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE V\\/f Al \\Q
In 1851, the year afterhis arriyal in Oregon, Captain Joth ommingers Ainswonth

built his large house that was one of the most fully-developed examples of the
Classical Revival style in Oregon. Captain Ainsworth took a leading role in
commercial development of the Pacific Northwest,

Born and raised in Ohio, Ainsworth was thirteen years old when his father
died. He immediately began to earn his own living as a storekeeper. When
still in his teens he was employed on the Mississippi and gained rapid promo-
tion, becoming a pilot and subsequently master of a passenger steamship plying
between St. Louis and up-river points, Attracted to California in 1850 by
the gold rush, Ainsworth was in Sacramento when offered the command of a new
steamer that was under construction at Milwaukie, Ore, Ainsworth came to thestat
late 1in 185Q to take command of the Lot Whitcomb, the first steamer built
on the Willamette River, and the first steamer to ply a regular route on

the Willamette and Columbia Rivers, From this point Ainsworth's mercantile
activities grew in proportion to the rapid settlement of the country, and it
was at this juncture that he ordered his house built south of Oregon City,
Remarkably elegant for the period and conditions, his house was for a time

a center of hospitality, When Portland displaced Oregon City as the center
pof trade and commerce, Ainsworth sold his house and moved to Portland to
manage his business dealings down river,

Ainsworth helped organize the Oregon Steamship and Navigation Company,
hnd was its leading spirit until the company merged with the Oregon Railroad
and Navigation Company, Ainsworth became president of the mew corporation
and remained at the helm until 1881, whe the Henry Villard syndicate purchased
the operation. However, Captain Ainsworth's connection with transportation
interests were not terminated. He was. a factor in the construction of the
Missouri Pacific Railroad from California to the South. As the years passed
ind the Northwest developed he made extensive investments in real estate in
[acoma on the southern end of Puget Sound in Washington and he promoted the
building of a railroad between Puget Sound and the terminus of the Northern
Pacific Railroad on the Columbia River.

In 1881 Ainsworth erected the Ainsworth Block in downtown Portland and latex
extended his activities to Oakland, California. He established the Central
ank in that city and remained its president until his death in 1893. In 1883
e organized the Ainsworth National Bank of Portland. Many of the most imporf
ant Portland business projects of the day were backed by Ainsworth. He was
lso instrumental in the development of Redondo Beach, one of the fashionable
easide resorts of Los Angeles. By the end of his career, Ainsworth was well

ecognized for his business acumen among eastern financial circles as well as
hose of the West.
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AINSWORTH (CAPTAIN JOHN C.) HOUSE

Location

The Ainsworth House is located in the NE 1/4 Sec. 7, T. 3 S.,
R. 2 E. of the Willamette Meridian, in Clackamas County, Oregon.

Representation in Existing Surveys
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The purpose of this continuation sheet is to verify that the correct address of
the above-named property is 19131 South Leland Road.
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