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BRICK ROW was built in 1887-88 by . jatnJUU.nfe$l.] , the founder of National 
City. In his diary he noted, "Contract to MrT Wiint of Griffith & Hunt, 
San Francisco. To build 10 houses, covering 250 x 45 feet for a lump sum 
of $22,000..."

The 19th Century ten-unit, two-story building was constructed according to 
drawings sent from Philadelphia. The Philadelphia row house scheme, unique 
to the East Coast, contrasted with the detached Victorian residences typical 
in California at that time. The block-long structure is situated on the west 
side of "A" Avenue, facing east and extends from 9th Street on the north to 
10th Street on the south. There is a shallow strip of lawn between the side­ 
walk and the building and a tree lawn between the sidewalk and the street. 
The building appears to consist of five units but each comprises two apart­ 
ments. Individual units are L-shaped with the plan reversed for every other 
unit creating U-shaped service yards.

The brickwork of the facade was carefully planned to esthetically break the 
severe lines of the long wall. The bricks above the second story of each 
unit are set upright and at an angle with the same motif carried out in a 
border around the whole building. The two end walls are recessed to give a 
panel effect relieving their plainness. Half -moon ventilators modify the 
rigid Itnes of the gabled parapet. Curved concrete window lintels are of a 
unique design which is carried out in reverse on the carved brackets deco­ 
rating the porch. A one- story porch runs the length of the front of the 
but! ding. Wood dividers corresponding to the party wall insure privacy for 
each unit. . The south unit has a side porch similar to the front.- Originally 
there were sixteen ornamental chimneys in front with utility chimneys in the 
rear. All front chimneys have been removed but four which are located at 
intervals along the facade. Each unit is entered from the front porch. 
Service entrances are located at the rearvofl the court side of the unit. 
There is a group of three windows on each level of the facade, in addition 
to two single windows on the upper story and a single window on the lower. 
The front door is situated below the inner second story single window. The 
original sheet metal and pitch roof on the structure installed by the Silver- 
gate Pipe Works was inadequate; Frank Kimball interceded using his ingenuity 
to alternate layers of canvas covered with shellac to make the roof water­ 
tight.

Reinforced rods with eight inch washers on the outside anchor the front wall 
to the rear wall. The brick foundation holding the building is set three 
feet in the ground on mortar. The joists, 2 x 10 inches and 25 feet long 
are set on 4 x 5 inch stringers. All wood is redwood and there are over 
240,000 bricks in the structure.
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7. DESCRIPTION —

The following description of the interior of one of the apartments in BRICK 
ROW. 926 "A" Avenue, typlifies every other unit with the remaining units 
having a reverse version of the plan.

Entry is made to a stair hall having an open rail stairway against the right 
hand, wall. To the left is the living room having a fireplace centered on the 
south wall. Windows are located on the east and west walls. At the end of 
the short hall is the dining room with a fireplace on the north wall and 
windows on the south wall. Beyond the dining room is a laundry room and 
kitchen. The stairway consists of three risers to a landing then seventeen 
risers to the second floor. At the top of the stairs is a hall. Over the 
entry hall is a small room. A master bedroom is situated over the living 
room and corresponds in size to the room below. Along the south side of 
the hall are two more bedrooms with-the hall terminating in a bathroom.

The stairway has an open railing of oak balusters which are turned pieces 
alternating with simple square spindles. A newel post terminates the curving 
handrail at the foot of the stairs. Wood board flooring is used except in the 
kitchen and bathroom which are asphalt tile. All doors have four vertical 
panels, two over two. The trim around the doors and windows is of molded 
stained wood. Molded plasterwork to beautify the light fixtures adorns the 
ceilings of the hall, living room and dining room. The fireplaces are of 
cast iron with black precast 'stone' mantels and facings decorated with 
stenciled gold. All major rooms have a picture rail 18" from the ceiling.
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BR7CK ROW is a two-story ten-dwein:ing^i^|Q^lan row house patterned after 
the 19th Century architectural style or Philadelphia. Built by Frank 
Kimball, National City's founder, -it .was one of the first substantial 
structures in National City and contrasted with the detached dwellings 
common in California. It is the only structure of its type on the West 
Coast.

According th National City folklore, Frank Kimball built BRICK ROW to pro­ 
vide housing for officials of the railroad which he tried so desperately to 
bring to National City. This may have been his original intention, as the 
drawings for BRICK ROW are from Philadelphia, the home office of the Texas 
& Pacific, the railroad company he visited so frequently in an effort to in­ 
duce them to build a line to National City. Indeed, he bought the land upon 
which the structure stands in 1872. However, the Texas & Pacific was not 
the company which finally brought-the raoilroad ta National--Ot-ty a1 though 
Frank Kimball negotiated with them from 1870-1879. The railroad industry 
was-cut-throat and unregulated: Texas & Paciific, becama a pawn of larger- 
railroad interests, unable to make a commitment.

In 1880 the-Cal4f<MPAiaJputhern Railroad was incorporated by San Diego land 
and Town. The first ra1l';ihoa^T|fTO"- iwatS'~chr1ven in National City -in Ocjbo-ber 
of that year. The contract with San Diego Land and Town called for terminal 
shops to be located in National City. National City built a 225 acre termi­ 
nal ground, the largest in the Country. In November 1885, the last spike 
was driven near Cajon Pass connecting the California Southern with the ... 
Atcheson, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad. But, by that time, rumors were cir­ 
culating that the railroad shops would be moved from National City. The 
contract had stated that the shops were to be built in National City, but 
did not include the words, "and maintained". The shops were moved to San 
Bernardino and the employees went with them. In March 1886, the payroll 
of the California Southern had been more than $20,000 per month; by March 
1887, the payroll was $4,000 per month.

BRICK ROW was not built until September 1887 - March 1888. In his letters, 
Frank Kimball does not mention his motivation for building the structure. 
Perhaps he constructed it to offset National City's decline as a railroad 
center, making a final extraordinary attempt to convince the California 
Southern officials that National City was becoming cosmopolitan and worthy 
of their reconsideration.
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