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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building is of the Jtalian Renaissance Revival style and was

designed by the architect G. 1! McAlister. 1t is three stories high and

is of brick bearing wall construction having been built by Gagnon and

ompany in 1911, Sandstone excavated from the Heffner quarry is used

for the foundation. The entry is decorated by a round stone arch which
springs from a stone pedestal, supported by ornate scroll-like brackets.
Domlnatlng the front facade are the glant order columns and the Renaissance
roof cornice and balcony.

On the interior the bar unit included leaded, stained glass windows,
beer steins, walnut paneling, and a bar inlaid with bands of ebony and
mother-of -pearl. The building also boasted murals and interior designs
painted by E. Soderberg and a $1000 tapestry presented by Odin J. Oyen,
contractor for paintings and tapestry. The interior still contains many
of these original furnishings; even the brass door knobs with the head
of an elk embossed on them remain.
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STA‘I"EMEN,T OF SiGNIFICANCE

This building was originally planned by J. Collins West, then
Exalted Ruler of Lodge 394 of the Elks Club. 1Its bar and some fix-
tures were bought at the St. Louis Exposition of 1904, celebrating
the 100th anniversary of the Louisiana Purchase. Some Billings Elks
who were there had them shipped to Billings and stored until the
building was completed.

The dedication celebration of the Elks Club was in 1910 and lasted
for three days. It included a formal lodge dedication, balls, reception,
auto tours, and street decorations. Some 5000 people were invited to
this celebration. In November of 1918, the Elks were forced to give up
the building due to various accumulated debts. After the consolidation
of the Billings Chamber of Commerce and the Billings-Midland Club, the
new organization was able to purchase the building, property, and contents.
Bonds were sold to help pay for the buildings, and it wasn't until 1946
that these were repaid. It is interesting to note that the third floor
was rented to the War Agency during World War II.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

(] State & Local

Name %

O

National

Wesley R. Woodgefd

Title State Liaison Officer

Date January 7, 1972

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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