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The Mato Kosyk house is a small one-story, rectangular, white frame building 
located about three-quarters of a mile west of Albion on a gravel road. It is 
not entirely visible from the road, and access to it is by a private driveway 
leading south from the road, then west to the house lot.

Its overall dimensions are approximately thirty feet by twenty feet. The 
front porch is open on the east and north sides. The porch floor is concrete. 
Three wooden pilasters support the porch roof on the north side, and four more 1» 
support it on the east side. The east side contains two windows and a dormer 2, 
window above the porch,

A single door on the north side enters the house from the porch. One window 
on the north side is immediately to the east of the door. Two more windows are 
on the rear north side. The south side of the house contains three standard 
windows and one shorter window. The rear (west side) of the house contains one 
Single door at ground level near the northwest corner of the building, and a 
back porch door semi-enclosed and screened. A wooden tool shed, approximately 
six feet by ten feet, is located about thirteen to fifteen feet west of the 
back porch.

There is a raised concrete slab in the southwest corner of the house lot, 
possibly to cover a well. A small concrete bunker is located on the south 
side of the house, about five feet south of the south end of the east porch, 
possibly to house an electric generator.

The entire house site, approximately sixty feet by forty-five feet, is 
enclosed by a chain length fence. There are three pine trees, one elm, and 
one catawba tree within the south perimeter fence line, two pine trees just 
outside of the east perimeter fence, and one pine tree in the northeast corner 
of the house lot. The house was built about 1910.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This structure is important because of its association with Mato Kosyk. 
Kosyk (1853-1940) was the most popular poet of the Sorbian people. The Sorbs, or 
"Wends", as they are also called, form the smallest of the distinct nationalities 
within the Slaviec language group. They occupy an area called Lusatia, which is 
presently in the German Democratic Republic, and today ^atiye speakers of their 
language number approximately 80,000. For centuries they led a somewhat isolated 
existence among their forests and marshes, and the Germans who migrated into Lusatia, 
threatened to submerge their culture and language. Only two enclaves of immigrant 
Sorbs were established overseas, in Texas and Australia.

Beginning with the dawn of Sorbian nationalism about the middle of the 
nineteenth century, the rich oral tradition of the people was first given written form, 
and a Sorbian national literature was born. A high, point was reached in the work 
of Mato Kosyk. He was born in Werben in 1853, the son of a peasant. At an early age, 
he turned his hand to poetry and journalism, and between 1880 and 1884 earned 
immediate popularity with a series of epic poems based upon Sorbian Folk themes. The 
Sorbian Wedding in the Spreewald (1880), The Treason of Margrave Gero (18821, and 
The Fall of Brandenburg C1882) all belong to this period.

Disillusioned by the lack of opportunity afforded one of his nationality and 
education, Kosyk immigrated to the United States in 1884, where he studied theology. 
He was ordained as a Lutheran pastor, and served a number of churches throughout 
the midwest. His last pastoral assignment was at El Reno, Oklahoma, from 1908 
to 1913.

At this point he retired, and with his wife and son, he moved to the Albion area, 
where he bought a farm. He engaged actively in farming for a few years, but gradually 
abandoned all outside activities in order to devote himself entirely to his poetry. 
Kosyk composed lyrics, elegies, and epics in his native Sorbian and regularly mailed 
these works back to Germany, where they were published. To this period belong his 
Autobiography (1928), two volumes of Poems (1929, 1930), and Poems of Later Years 
(1933-37). The poet often employed some American, notably Indian, motifs derived 
from his extended residence in Oklahoma.

At the time of his death in 1940, little notice was given to his work, since the 
Nazi regime in Germany actively suppressed manifestations of Sorbian cultural
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nationalism. In recent years, however, there has arisen an enormous interest in 
this most popular of all Serbian writers, the "Nightingale of the Biota". Efforts 
have been made by Professor Klaus J. Dippmann of Berlin and Professor Richard H. 
Dalitz, of Oxford, among others, to erect a suitable monument in Albion to Kosyk's 
memory. The increasing interest in Serbian culture in East Germany continues to 
enhance the significance of Kosyk and his work.

This structure, where Kosyk spent the last 27 years of his life, is the only 
remaining building that is associated with Kosyk's life.


