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NT O REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Ezra Fitch School possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanship, feeling and associations. | tisalate addition t oWlthams municipal
building program following the 1920s construction of City Hall. | trepresentsa con-
sdlidation of services inthe South Side which experienced a population explosioni n
the late 19th andearly 20th centuries. Unlike other municipal buildings which areus-
ually classically derived, this onedisplays a restrained but well-detailed version of
the currently popular Art Deco style. The School neets criteria Aand Cof the
National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTETUA. SGNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate interns of
other buildingswthin the conmunity.

Architecturally, the Ezra Fitch School is significant as a locally sophisticated exanple
of early 1930's Art Deco School design. 1 tis oneofonly three exanples of this style

in WValthamandi s the only Art Deco school building inthecity. Theoriginal buildingi s
of a T-shaped configuration. [Its walls are faced with buff brick. Its main facadei s

characterized by a projecting center pavilion flanked by wings. Access tothe main entrance
is provided by cast stone stairs. The center pavilion's entrance bay i s flanked by brickwork
piers with stylized Art Deco placques near the top of each. The front doors are surmounted
by a square metal panel which contains a Z-shaped form conposed of the words "AD 1932,

Ezra Fitch School." The upper portion of the entrance bay features a steel sash multipane
wi ndow, which i nturn is surmounted by a ribbed, T-shaped metal panel with Art Deco
treatments. I n general, the planar surfaces of the masonry walls are pierced by large multi-

pane steel sash wi ndows. The overall effect i s one of a streamined and stylish primry
school building. Atwotothree story rear addition has not inpacted the quality of the ori-
ginal design . ) _

HSIGRCL SGNHCANE Explainthe role owmers played inlocal or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.

The Ezra Fitch School was opened i nthe Fall of 1932. | twas naned the Ezra Fitch School "in
honor of an ol d and respected citizen and businessman of Waltham Ezra Fitch was president

of the American WalthamWatch Co. during the late 19th/early 20th c. This building
Arepresents the work of the Boston, architectural firm of Fay, Spofford and Thorndi ke. Ral ph
Tenpl e Jackson was this building's engineer. The general contractor was a local firm—
*MF. Stankard and Son. Further research i s needed on the work of Fa}', Spofford and Thorndi ke.
"During the early 1950's this firm was engaged i n the design of Alaskan military installations.
., The contract for the Ezra Fitch School's construction was $124,722.27. |t sconstruction was
part of a South End-w de school reorganization plan. 1 June 13, 1932, by vote of the School
Conmittee, the old Bems School was discontinued and Bem s students were transferred to the
Fitch School. TheFitch School was originally designed as an eight roombuilding. I t
contained space for anoffice anddental clinic as well as classrooms. The Fitch School
represents a late addition t oa nei ghborhood whose building stock dates primarily fromthe

m d- 1850' s-early 1890's.

‘BB 3R and or  REFEHRENES

Wal tham City Documents 1932-Wal t ham Public Library RV 3.52, 1932.
"Wl t ham Meeting Present and Future School Housing Needs," Dec. 1951, A Report of t he
Center for Field Studies," publ. by Harvard University
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Ezra Fitch School #37
10-14 Ash Street
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Engi neering Division ree
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