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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Billings Townsite Historic District comprises four full city blocks of commercial
masonry structures, one to four-and-one-half stories and a large turn-of-the-century
railroad depot near the center of Billings, Montana.

The bulk of the structures in the district are of brick with either cast stone or terra
cotta ornamentation typical of the Victorian Italianate st¥le. Most aré three stories, the
lower floor originally devoted to lobby, office and (sometimes) bar and restaurant. The
upper floors housed sleeping rooms.

A relatively hamogenenous assamblage of structures of 'a definite peériod and character is
evident in the district. That character derives mainly from the architectural treatment
of the facades, accentuated by bay and oriel windows, decorative cornicés and ornamental
paramt‘sb. - R [ PRSI h,;:‘ . i e e S Tt aen P R R o - e v
Following is a description of individual "key" structures in the district. These are
designated as "Ia" in the Building Classification Schedule.

BIOCK 111
BUILDING 4
2507 Montana Avenue

Western Storefront; 1918(ca.) Builder unknown. Presently the Bargain City Antique

store (vacant). One story red brick with buff-colored brick inserts, original facade
intact, characterized by buff-colored brick patterns and corbelling. Original cast iron
window Frameis intact. T EE-s

BLOCK 111

BUILDING 5 o

2505 Montana Avenue

Western Storefront Style; 1918(ca.). Builder unfhown. Presently the MCIntosh Art Campany.
One story dark brown brick characterized by an inset panel and corbelled entablature and
parapet. Storefront is original except for bulkhead which has been recently shingled.

BIOCK 111

BUILDING 6

Carlin Hotel

2501 Montana Avenue

Second Renaissance Revival style; 1905(ca.). Name of builder is J. Crowe. Three story
tan brick, with strong horizontal cast stone banding and lintels. The windows of each
facade are organized intc simple bold design elements creating a secondary vertical ' -
pattern of piers are further accentuated by distinctive cast stone cornice brackets.
Original cast iron storefront window frames including leaded glass relites and defined
by brick piers with tuscan cast stone capitals are in good condition. Original solid
oak entry doors are in equally good condition.
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BLOCK 111
BUILDING 9
Johnson Building - 17 North 26th

Victorian Italianate style; 1918(ca.). Builder unknown. Presently, the Moose
Hall and Prior Hotel. This is a two story tiver-colored brick building, the
floor has been surfaced with stucco. This building is unique in the way

the windows are treated; a typical "Gibbs-surround": rusticated cast stone
quoin-Tike blocks and flat arch voussoirs. It has a cast stone bracketed
cornice and a stepped parapet.

BLOCK 111
BUILDING 10 p /Ma
Hotel Albany - 15 North 26th Street

Victorian Italianate style; 1918(ca.). Builder unknown. Presently the Rescue
Mission. This is a three story olive grey brick building, the Tower floor
altered with tile facing and glass block. The upper windows are uniquely
ornamented with cast stone keystones and continuous cast stone sills across
the entire facade. The windows are further articulated by recessed brick
reveals. It has a pressed metal bracketed cornice at the parapet Tine.

BLOCK 112
BUILDING. 2
McCormick Hotel - 2417 Montana Avenue

An adaption of Renaissance Revival style; 1905(ca.). Builder unknown.

Three story grey brick with raised patterns of buff-colored brick and cast
stone window lintel keystones. Pressed metal bracketed cornice stepped
parapet. Square windows are equally spaced. Original cast iron window frames
still dintact in both Tower storefronts.

BLOCK 112

BUTLDING 3
Eagle Hotel - 2415 Montana Avenue

Victorian Italianate Style; 1918, built by Matt Thomas. Three story grey

brick. Top floor oriel windows are sheathed in stamped metal and flanked with
corbelled piers. Directly below each oriel window is a pair of arched windows
with a continuous cast stone sill. A dentilled corbelled band of brick is
located at the springline of the arches. Original storefront including ornate
pressed metal canopy is still intact. Canopy consists of a Tiffany glass frieze
which is backlighted at night. Centered on each side of the canopy is a metal
arch surmounted by metal eagles on spheres. Three metal lion's heads support
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the canopy's chain ties at the building wall.

BLOCK 112 -, glelo B
BUILDING 4 !
Yellowstone Hotel - 2413 Montana Avenue

Victorian Italianate Style; 1912(ca.). Builder unknown. Two story brick with
recently applied coat of textured paint. Original storefront has been replaced
in original style. Building has a pressed metal cornice.

4
BLOCK 112+, Awechreges, ghtv *L
BUILDING 5
New Oxford Hotel - 2411 Montana Avenue

Victorian Italianate Style; 1918(ca.). Builder unknown. Two story red brick
with pressed metal cornice. Two pairs of second floor windows are treated
with raised buff brick arched Tintels tied together with a continuous raised
brick band. Storefront intact with original detail.

BLOCK 112 phete #1
BUILDING 8
Billings News - 2405 Montana Avenue

Victorian Italianate Style; 1918(ca.). Builder unknown. Two story orange
colored brick with pressed metal cornice. Original storefrontadltered.
Second floor windows characterized by cast stone keystones and sills. A buff
brick raised panel separates the two pair of windows.

BLOCK?112 i 1
BUILDING 9 [ :
Rainbow Rooms and Bar - 2403 Montana Avenue

Victorian Italianate Style; 1912(ca.). Builder unknown. Two story buff brick
with bracketed pressed metal cornice. Original storefront altered. Second floor
windows are square with upper relite sections of leaded glass and a continuous
cast stone sill.

BLOCK 112 rw :U' >
BUILDING 10
Rex Hotel - 2401 Montana Avenue

Eclectic Style; 1912. Built by Alfred Heimer.
Three story red brick. Facades are characterized bynpairs of two story high
wooden bay windows at the upper floors. A strong horizontal emphasis is created

by continuous bands of cast stone sills and lintels. These are further articulated
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by projected brick soldier courses. A Flemish rococo flavor is interjected
into the east facade by semi-circular stepped pseudo-gable parapets. A
bracketed red tiled woodén awning exists at the head of the third floor
windows. A cantilevered red tiled gabled canopy covers the entrance to
upper floors on Montana Avenue. It is characterized by a finely detailed
periment, frieze and ridge tiles. Original storefront is intact and has
been recently refurbished.

BLOCKT 112
BUILDING 11 (,lw’l“ +)

Fargo Hotel - 14 North 24th Street

Victorian Italianate Style; 1917. Builder unknown. Originally a grocery store,
currently being renovated. Two story red brick with white brick details. Pa#ws

of second story windows are defined by arched white brick Tintels with projected
white brick keystones. The plane of the front facade is broken up with corbelled
bands of white brick at storefront lintel, window sills and top and bottom of parapet.

BLOCK 113
BUILDING 3 wh
Brewery Garage - 2303 Montana Avenue P

Eclectic style; 1899. Builder unknown. Currently houses T.V. electronic
supply office and warehouse. Two story red brick with mansard-1ike roof.
Pressed metal boxed cornice on all sides. Central mass is distinguished by

an elliptical archway with cut stone voussoirs. The building is set upon a

cut stone base. The facades are given interest by horizontal corbelled banding.
BLOCK 114

+o |0
BUILDING 2 Vh" ! '
United Glass Warehouse - 2217 Montana Avenue

Industrial style; 1907(ca.). Builder unknown. One and one half stories, red
brick. Facade is characterized by a thick band of corbelled brick beneath the
parapet. Addrtren 7

NORTHERN PACIFIC DEPQT
2320 Montana Avenue ’alﬂl" s

Beaux Arts Eclectic style; 1909. Designed by the chief engineer, Northern
Pacific Railway Co., St. Paul, Minnesota. A pair of buff colored single story
brick buildings, one the main terminal, the other a restaurant. Exterior intact,
interiors altered. Both buildings have steeply pitched gabled roofs with red
asphalt tile roofing in a diamond pattern . The main building has two babled

dormers on each side. - The main dormer window is arched. A small single window
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occurs on either side. The east and west facades have arched windows with
stepped gable parapets with sandstone caps and rusticated sandstone piers at
the corners. Main entrance canopy is an ornately decorated stone pediment with
rusticated stone piers and eaves. A continuous band of sandstone at the
window sills ties the facades together.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The City of Billings was born with the caming of the Northern Pacific Railroad. As the
tracks pushed across eastern Montana, a group of investors formed the Minnesota and
Montana Land Improvement Company and purchased this land from the railroad. The townsite
was platted in March, 1882; in May, there were three buildings-on the townsite.. Within
four weeks, 5,000 lots had been sold; and by fall, 155 business houses had been built,

as well as 99 homes and one church, the Congregational. In the meant:me, the railroad
itself had reashed the new town and continued westward.-. . -

Much of the activity of those frantic early days was centered in the area proposed as

the Townsite Historic District of Billings. This area is comprised of Blocks 111 through
114 of the original plat of the town, plus the strip opposite along Montana Avenue along the
railroad tracks. The starting point for the original survey of the Minnesota and Montana
Land Improvement Company is located at the intersection of Montana Avenue and N. 25th St.,
between Blocks 111 and 112.

Although this was the center of early development of Billings, the buildings there now date
from the early twentieth century. Businesses grew and departed, wooden stores were built,
then razed and replaced by masonry structures. The present buildings are successors, rathe:
than original occupants of the area. Here stood the headquarters (Northern Pacific) Hotel
(1885), in this area was located the site of the first bank in Billings, and the Commercial
Hotel (1885). All these are gone, but the railroad tracks remain, and it was the rail-
roads that molded the character of this area.

The Northern Pacific built its tracks through Billings in 1882, and the Chicago, Burling-
ton and Quincy game in 1894, followed by a spur line north connecting to the Great Northern
Thus, Billings became a rail center at the junction of three major railroad networks. The
Polk's City Directory of 1914 described it this way: "So Billings is now the hub of Rail-
roads extending in ten directions; the Northern Pacific east and west; the Great Northern,
north; the Burlington and Northern Pacific with four branches, south and southwest; the
Burlington, southeast; a railroad twenty miles long extending northeast, known as the
Billings and Central Montana, and a Northern Pacific Branch 100 miles long, extending
northwest. Trains departing each morning for the terminus of these. branches and returning -
each evenlng give Billings a constant transient population probably numbering 1,000 or
more." At this time, there were 24 passengers. trains a day in and out of the Billings
Depot. By 1931, the number of daily passenger trains had increased to 26. By way of con-
trast, Billings is now served by six (6) passenger -trains per week, three going east and
three west.

The first depot was built in 1883, but for some reason, it failed to meet the standards of
the Northern Pacific Railroad. Instead, the trains stopped to discharge passengers at the

Hea
dquarters Hotel, a few hundred ysards up the track. The present Union Depot was con-
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structed in 1909, near the site of the earlier depot. Plans for the building came from the
Northern Pacific Chief Engineer's Office, St. Paul, Minnesota.

The railroads and their passengers had a great deal of influence on the types of businesses
that grew up along Montana Avenue. The only major manufacturing company was the Billings
Brewery (1899-1959), but more than a dozen hotels flourished, with accompanying restaurants,
saloons, curio shops and pool halls. In addition to the Headquarters Hotel (1885-1920) , there
were the Commercial Hotel (1885-1950) , the Carlin, the McCormick, the Eagle, the Dallas (later
named the Wax), Yellowstone, Oxford, Fargo, Rex, Gage, Albany, El Niblo, and OnyX. All were
within two blocks of the depot and served both the passengers of the railroad and the workers
on it.

The history of the Rex Hotel is typical of many of the others in the area. It stands at the
corner of Montana Avenue and N. 24th Street. The land was purchased February 21, 1910, by Mr.
and Mrs. Alfred Heimer. The architect for the building was Curtis Oehme, a local architect, and
the contractor was E. O. Blais. The hotel was built in 1916 and served the depot area for

58 years, until the end of 1974, when it finally closed.

The Billings Townsite area has been chosen for designation as a Historic District because it
contains a unified architectural representation of an important period (1900-1920) in the de-
velopment of Billings, and because it embraces the original blocks of the first frantic years
of the city's growth. Although the area has begun to decay, with much of the commercial
activity represented by second-hand stores, there is renewed interest in revitalizing the area
as an anchor for one corner of Billings' Central Business District. The Rex Hotel, for example,
now houses an architectural firm and a restaurant. Plans are being made for other adaptable
uses in other buildings.
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BLOCK 111
BLDG. | CLASS BUILDING OWNER YEAR NO.
NO. NAME ADDRESS NAME ADDRESS BUILT STORIES
Parking Corner N, 26th |Harry 11 N. 30th
Ve NA |Lot & Montana Ave. |Miller Billings, MT| ----
Log Cabin 2511 Montana Pat 2115 11th St.
v/ 2-3 Ib Bar & Cafe Billings, MT. %Cormier West ca 190( 1
Antique 2509 Montana Mr. & Mrs. 1119 Sunnyside
V| 4 Ta Store Billings, MT. |Manley Gauger Billings, MT.] ca 1918 2
McIntosh 2505 Montana Wm. McIntosh 2505 Montana | ca 1918
J| 5 Ia |[Art €o. Billings, MT. Billings, MT. 1
6 Ia Carlin 2501 Montana  |Helen Neiss: P.0. Box 1374
v Hotel Billings, MT. Billings, MT.| 1905 3
4 Greyhound 2502 1st Ave. |Greyhound 2502 Tst Ave.N.
4 77 IIT |Bus Depot Billinas, MT. [Lines Inc. Billinas, MT.[ca 1930 | 1
. Lincoln 2520 1st Ave. NiGary Okland 1925 Grand |ca 1930 | 3
V4 ER: IT  Hotel Billinas, MT. Billings, MT.
/ Pryor Hotel-17 N. 26th St.|% K. Palmleaf 3501 Cedar Avg.
A o Ia (Johnson)  Billings, MT. Long Beach CAl 1918 3
b 10 Ia Rescue i 15 N. 26th St. |Jesse Roybal P.N. Box 200
V Mission  Billings, MT. Billinas, MT.| 1918 3
J//,11 IIT |Roybal 13 N. 26th St. |Jesse Roybal P10. Box 200 |ca 1940 1
Insurance Billinags, MT. Billings, MT.




"

o —

BILLINGS TOWNSITE HISTORIC DISTRICT

BILLINGS, MONTANA

| [
1\ Y .
BUILDING CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE - ;;{?diﬁi ,;;
) "‘*\315‘!3‘5!? Ny
oy '}iV
Yt
BLOCK 112 e
BLDG. | CLASS BUILDING OWNER YEAR NO.
NO. NAME ADNRESS NAME ADDRESS BUILT | STORIES
Rummage 2421 Mont. Ave.|Bruce Ennis 3000 Walden | ca 1900 1
1 Ib | sale Bldg. Billings, MT. Billings, MT :
2 Ia McCormick 2417 Montana Ave. Max & Ruth 224 Clark Ave. 1905 3-1
Hotel Billings, MT. STlayton Billings, MT|
3 Ia Eagle 2415 Montana Av{Mr. & Mrss 24 Yellowstone 1913 3
Hotel Billings, MT. [Albert Thomas Billings, MT.
4 Ia Yellowstone 2413 Mont. Av}% Bernice 331 Lewis Avy 1912 2
Hotel Billings, MT.| Friez Billings, MT.
Oxford 2411 Mont. Ave.|Frank 2411 Mont. Ay ca 1919 2
5 Ia Hotel Billings, MT. [Alfers Billings, MT|
Ib Billinas 2405 Mont. Ave. 1
6-8 Ib News 2407 Mont. Ave.|Billings Box 2544 ca 1918 2
Ia 2409 Mont. Ave.|News Billings, MT| 2
9 Ia Rainbow 2403 Mont. Ave.|Frank 2403 Mont. AY 1915 2
Bar Billings, MT. Pirtz Billings, MT.
10 Ia Rex Hotel 2401 Mont. Ave.|{Rex Hotel Co. 2401 Mont. AJ 1912 3
: Billings, MT. Billings, MT.
Fargo 14 North 24th |Phil & Donna 5240 Rowland | 1917 2
n Ia Hotel Billinas, MT. {Monrow Drive, Billings
12 I1 Plaza 16 No. 24th Frank 2411 Montana | ca 1922 1
Apartments Billings, MT. Alfers Billings, MT.
13 111 Lobby Bar 2402 1st. Av. N{Mr. & Mrs. 2402 1st. Av.| ca 1950 1
& Store Billings, MT. Everett North Billings, MT.
14 5 Lbey 2406 1st. Av. N|% George 2402 1st. Av.|ca 1930 1
“ " | Lounge Billings, MT. Sasich Bi1lings, MT.
15 Iv Vegas - 2420 1st. Av. N|Mr. & Mrs. 934 Yale burned 197y
Club Billings, MT. |Everett Terpenning Billings|jca 1950 1
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BLOCK  112-€ont.
BLDG. | €LASS BUILDING OWNER YEAR NO.
NO. NAME ADDRESS |N AME ADDRESS BUILT |STORIES
Noyes 15 No. 25th Ryniker Realty 2516 Beth Dr.
16 I1 Storage Billings, MT. |% Ethel Noyes Billings, MT| c1940 1
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BLOCK 113 =
BUILDING OWNER YEAR NO.
BLDG. | CLASS
NAME ADDRESS NAME ADDRESS BUILT |STORIES
" 2309 Montana Av|Billings Brewery Box 1216 1950 1
v] 1 III | Warehouse pi11ings, MT. |% F. B. Welsh ~ Billings, NT
Ib Wareh 2307 Montana Av|Billings Brewery Box 1216 ca 1920 1
v arenouseé pj1iings, MT. |% F. B. Welsh Billings, MT|
/ V. &, 301 Montapa AviBillinas Brewery Box 1216 ca 1907 3
v 3 Ia E1ectr1ca'| §1?Jhngs, ﬂ% % F.B. Weldh Billings
Supply Garage
Metal 14 & 18 N. 23rd|Bi11ings Brewery Box 1216 unknown 1
.," 4 IV Sheds Billings, MT. |% F. B. Welsh Billings ,MT]
A Montana 2302 1st Av. N.|Billings Brewery Box 1216 ca 1925 1
v 5 I1 Distributing Billings, MT.{% F. B. Welsh Billings
General 2318 1st Av. N.|Billings.Brewery Box 1216
6 ITT [Tire Co. Billings, MT. |% F. B. Welsh Billings ca 1950 1
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BLOCK 114 RS
BLDG. [CLASS BUILDING OWNER YEAR NO.
NO. NAME ADDRESS NAME ADDRESS BUILT STORTES
] Spaghetti 2227 Montana AvlDentist's 1723 Iris Ln| 1928 2%
v/ I Depot Billings Irnivestment Group Billings
United 2217 Montana Av{Mr. & Mrs. Box 603 1907 1
v/ 2 Ia Glass Warehouse Billings |Ronald Sannes. Billings, MT
2202 1st Av. N.|Grinnell Co. 260 West
vi 4 IT | Warehouse Billings, MT |of Pacific Exchange ca 1930f 1
ITT Grinnell 13 N. 23rd Grinnell Co. 260 West
d 5 II 0ffice & Warehouse Blgs. {of Pacific Exchange ca 1930 4y
ITT Grinnell 13 N. 23rd |Grinnell Co. PPovidence
v 6 ITIT | 0ffice & Waréhouse Blgs. | of Pacific Rhode Island | ca 1950 1
\ﬁ 7 ITT | ITT Grinnell 2218 1st Av. N Grinnell Co. Providence
Office & Warehouse Blgs. |of Pacific Rhode Island| ca 1950 1
South{of Montlana Avenue
B.N.Depot 2320 Mont. Ave.|B.N. Railroad St. Paul 1909 1
vi la | & Office Billings, MT. Minnesota
2 ITI | Office 2300 Montana Av{B.N. Railroad St. Paul 1940 2
Billings, MT. Minnesota
/ 2400 Mont. Ave.|B.N. Railroad St. Paul 1940 1
3 ITT | Office Billings, MT. Minnesota
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