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1. Name 

historic Van Frank Cottages 

and:or common 

2. Location 

street & number 515, 517, and 519 E. 15th St. and 1510 Park Lane 

city, town Little Rock 
~~-----

NfA vicinity of 

state Arkansas code 05 county 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
-X- building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
-X- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

N/A 

Status 
-X- occupied 
+ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_L yes: restricted 
_ _ yes: unrestricted 
_ ·no 

4. Owner of Property 

name ~1ark Stodola/John 8rovming 

street & number 1418 South Louis~ana 

Pulaski 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS use only 

received SEP I 2 1985 
date entered OCT 2 I 1985 

SUbstantive Be~1ew 

N/A not for publication 

code 119 

_museum 
-, park 
___A_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town Little Rock N/1\vicinity of state J.\rkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pu1 ask i Count'' Courthouse 

street & number Spring. ~nd t~arkham Streets 

city, town Little Rock state Arkansas 

&. Representation in Existing Surveys 
tH~ Quapaw Quarter Historic Site has this property been determined eligible? _yes _no N/ A 

date 19 77-7 8 - federal _ state _ county ___l_ local 
---=~~=--------------------------

depository for survey records Quapaw Quarter As~'-"'-c_._i ,.,__at...._l.u. o.u.n..__ ____________ _ 

clty,town Little Rock state Arkansas 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 
-X- good 
--*"- fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated L unaltered 
_ ruins _ altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_X_ original site 
_ moved date __________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The four Van Frank cottages , 515, 517, and 519 East 15th Street and 1510 Park Lane, 
are located in one of the oldest residential sections of Little Rock , Constituting 
the northeast corner of block 62, these Colonial Revival cottages are situated · 
at the southern edge of the original city of Little Rock , Three of the cottages 
face north on East 15th Street forming a row, whi le the east~fac i ng Park Lane 
cottage rounds the corner. · · 

Each cottage is of wood frame construction, covered with weatherboard, resting on 
a high stuccoed brick foundation. Each is basically rectangular and covered 6.y a 
hip roof. Alternately the 515 and 519 East 15th Street house.s nave hip roof~ with 
gablets containing ventilating louvers facing the front (north} , Extending high 
above each roof are three brick flues which change from buff to red at the rtdge 
line. 

Sl ightly a lter·i1ng ·the1 ;rec·ear·t~ul ar ~fh~pe' ~f .. the' h'cius~~- dre . fo·~-r projecting 5.a,ys . 
One hi p roofed bay projects at the rear and is offset by a shed roofed porch , 
Two other bays sit para 11 e 1 to each other extending from the s·i des of each no use 
(east-west on the East 15th Street houses, north-south on tbe Park Lane house} 
and are covered with cross gable roofs. The fourth and most prominent gable 
roofed bay projects, on the East 15th Street houses, from the west side of the 
front (north) facade and is offset by a porch on the east side , Th i s order, 
which divides the front facade equally into gabled face and porch, is reversed 
on the Park Lane house. 

The front facade of each cottage is divided into two bays, the sides tnto three 
bays. Framing the bays of each facade is a simple decorative cornice and plain 
frieze (raking under the gable roofs), corner boards, and a sktrt board below a 
drip cap. The central gabled bay is penetrated by a pair of one .... over-one double­
hung. windows . each ,· . T~e .9?b l,ed ~?Y of -~h,e f,ront facade contains. O-nf: 1 a_r_g_e 
stat10nary Wlndow ·of two sa:s hes. · The oottom sash has one pane , The upper sash 
contains multiple pane.s divided by muntins creating a differe.~"t: g~metrt c design 
on each house. Aoov~ 'this window, in the gable, is a fan window· w+th radiating 
muntins. Accentuating each fan window is an exaggerated wooden K.ey b_lock , All 
windows have plain facings and simple head moldings . 

Countering the gabled face of each front facade is a porch with entablature and 
columns of the Tuscan order. Each flat roofed porcb has two unfluted round 
columns with a simple capital of an echinus supporting an abacus and a pla i n 
astragal resting on a square base. The columns support a plain architrave and 
frieze and a simple decorative cornice. A balustrade of square fialusters set 
in simple top and bottom rails extends from the columns to the facades and to 
square pedestals, enclosing the porch. A flight of four wooden steps leads to 
the porch d~Fk ~t , t~ngr, \~Wi._ ~~o.oye. l.J o,o-ri nQ .1 ., • .~ 

Each house contains two front entries . One door faces the street, while the second 
door, also under the porch, is placed in the side of the projecting bay . E~ch has 
plain facings and is surmounted by a transom. The two doors of the indi vidual 
houses are identical, containing multiple raised panels below· a large single ltght , 
The configuration of the panels differs, however, from house to house , 

.. 
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Each house contains a kitchen, bathroom, and hallway, and four large rooms, which 
could be living room, dining room, and two bedrooms. These spacious rooms have 
eleven-foot high ceilings, hardwood floors and plastered walls. They are detailed 
with baseboards having base moldings and shoes, picture rails, and decorative 
window facings with bu11•s eye corner blocks. The doors, surrounded by moveable 
transoms in the two front rooms, have multiple raised panels and are framed with 
decorative moldings resting on base blocks and capped with bull •s eye corner blocks. 
A simple mantel, of plain pilasters on base blocks supporting a plain frieze and 
mantel shelf, sits in the canted corner of the front room behind the porch. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
___ archeology-prehistoric . ___ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion _ prehistoric 

- 140o-1499 
_ 150o-1599 
- 160o-1699 
_ 170o-1799 
-- 180o-1899 

_ archeology-historic ___ conservation ___ law _ science 
_ _ agriculture ____ economics ___ literature __ sculpture 
_)L_ architecture ___ education ___ military __ social! 
___ art . _ _ engineering ___ music humanitarian 

--X-- 190o-

··-- commerce ____ exploration/settlement __ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _____ industry ' _- _ politicS/government _ transportation 

____ invention •· ' · 1 ,_other (specify) 'i , • ' 

Specific dates 1908 Builder/Architect unknown 

; Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) . -..:... ' ·. ~ ' . 
The Van Frank cottages are significant architecturally. Located between the 
MacArthur Park Historic District, to the immediate north, and the Marshall Square 
Historic District, a few blocks to the southeast, the Van Frank tottages represent 
a transition between the two. While typical of the scale and speculative nature 
that characterizes the Marshall Square Historic District, the Van Frank tottages 
are reflective of the MacArthur Park Historic District in stylistic detail and in 
the ancestry and occupations of their owners and occupants. Built in 1908, the 
cottages were the rental property of Phil i p R. Van F.rank. T.hey._ar.; the ,only; " . . 
existing historic houses associated with thi~ · civil erigine~r, who was instrumental 
in the improvement of Arkansas• rivers. Each of the four cottages is simply yet 
finely crafted with Colonial Revival details. In their unaltered state they are 
typical examples of the period. The cottages have been the residences of many 
individuals of diverse backgrounds, native Arkansan to immigrant, and of varied 
occupations, merchant to minister. Among those who lived in the Van Frank cottages 
making the greatest contributions to business in Little Rock and Arkansas were 
salesman Edward Campbell, auditor John Deming, and abstractor Elmer McClure. The 
ancestral and occupational composition of those associated with the cottages is 
ironically opposed to the architectural sameness reflecting speculation. 

' 
.... , .. ' . •• , • • ' t ,r • · i, ; · · 

ELABORATION 
. ·,: • ' I 

• .. . • ~ , ... • I ' • ' .. I • 'I • ~ • , 

·, , ,. -···· 

The MacArthur Park Historic District represents much of Little Rock's development 
between 1938 and 1900. · ~ t reflects the aesthetic_ i9~aJ~ .. and .s.ociQ:l ,patter:rJs of 
nineteenth century Little Rock, which at the time was still rural and informal enough 
to accept people of differen~ social and economic classes living within .one . 
neighborhood. The dwellings in the district range from cottages to mansions, from 
Greek Revival to Colonial Revival. Descendants of founding fathers lived next to 
German immigrants and ex-Union soldiers. 

After 1900, Little Rock began expanding more rapidly into residential neighborhoods 
more clearly defined by social and economic class. To the south developed a working 
class neighborhood characterized by early twenti.eth century cottages of similar 
style, scale, and proportion. Interspersed throughout the area were speculative and 
rental properties, often clustered into groups of almost identical structures. The 
largest such group is the sixteen structure Marshall Square Historic District. Built 
in 1917 through 1918, the cottages comprising this district were designed to provide 
comfortable accommodations for working class families and are somewhat devoid of 
stylistic ornament. 

Resting between and transitional to the two historic districts are the four Van Frank 
cottages. Although the scale and speculative nature of the Van Frank cottages make 
them similar to the cotta,ges in the Marshall Square Historic District, the period of 
construction and the extent to which attentton is given to stylistic detail makes 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 ess than one 
Quadrangle name Little Rock, AR Quadrangle scale 1:24000 
UT M References 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

Lots 10, 11, and 12 of Block 62, Original City of Little Rock, 
See map. · 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Ralph Megna, edited by the A.HPP sta.ff 

organization The Renaissance Corporation date 

street & number 1008 South Curnberla,nd Street telephone (501) 371.-065~4_,__ ____ _ 

cltyortown Little Rock state Arksnsa,s 

12. State . Historic Preservatio~n .. Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national __ state _x_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer ~or ttl~ ~~tjon~J Historic .Preser;vation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8~ 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusio in the National Register and certify that it has been eval~ated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fort by the NatiOI\81 Pa Service. ~ 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ~ ~ 
~ \. ' \ . I • :, f ' ' ! " ' 

title Arkansas State Historic Preserva,tion Offtcer date j/-.J.0-81 

luded In the National Register 

Atteat: date 

ChiefoiRegistratlon 
GPO 911•31111 
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them similar to houses in the MacArthur Park Historic District. The unaltered exteriors 
and interiors of these fine Colonial Revival cottages make each a rare example of the 
period. Together they are even more outstanding as an ensemble. 

The cottages were built in 1908 as rental property by Philip R. Van Frank, who lived 
within what is now the MacArthur Park Historic District at 1120 Scott Street (non­
extant). By 1895 he had purchased lots 10, 11, and 12 of block 62. Venturing into 
speculation, he built four Colonial Revival cottages on the property in 1908. In 
1914 he sold the property to another man of German ancestry, Gustave Kleinschmidt, 
a saloon keeper who also lived within the district. 

From 1908 until the end of the first quarter of the twentieth century·, the cottages 
housed many whose occupations were as varied as brakeman, watchmaker, and minister. 
Several made significant contributions to business in Little Rock and Arkansas. 
Edward Campbell, a descendant of an early Arkansas family and a well known salesman, 
who was said to have had the largest 11 call trade 11 in the South, lived at 519 East 
15th Street. The 1510 Park Lane cottage was occupied by John A. Deming, a nat i ve 
of Texas who became widely known in business circ1es as the auditor of the ~us 
Blass Company. Elmer McClure, who lived at 517 East 15th Street, was a pioneer in 
the abstracting and title business as one of the founders and president of the 
Little Rock Title Insurance Company, the first title insurance company in Arkansas. 

The Van Frank cottages are the only existing historic dwellings associated with Philip 
R. Van Frank, a civil engineer, who made great contributions to the improveme.nt of 
Arkansas' rivers. Born in Murfreesboro, Illinois, in 1865, Van Frank graduated from 
the Missouri School of Mines at Rolla in 1889. Four years later he came to Arkansas 
as the Assistant Engineer for the Little Rock District of the U. S. Engineers. He 
was District Engineer during World War I until 1919 when he transferred t o the Memphis 
District office. While in the Little Rock District office he worked mostly with the 
improvement of the Arkansas and White Rivers, the major achievement of which was the 
construction of three locks and dams, 1900-1905, on the White River near Batesville. 
His House Document #308 of the First Session of the 69th Congress wh i ch was a survey 
of the White River and its needed improvements and his later -book, Random Notes on 
Improvements of Rivers, won him the distinction of being the foremost authori.ty on 
flood control in the Southwest . 
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The American Historical Society, Inc. Arkansas and Its People, A History, 1514-1930. 
New York: The American Historical Society, Inc. 1930. 

"An Engineer in Arkansas ~: " Arkansas Gazette, Magazine Section, 10 August 1941, p. 1. 

"Civil Service Personnel Man for City Named." Arkansas Democrat, 7 March 1938, p. 1, 
col. 6. 

"Edward Campbell, Salesman, Succumbs." Arkansas Gazette, 28 December 1939, p. 7, 
col. 3. 

"Philip R. Van Frank Succumbs." Arkansas Gazette, 28 January 1941, p. 10, col. 3. 

Polk•s Southern Directory Company. Little Rock and Argenta City Directory. Little 
Rock: Polk 1 s Southern Directory Company, 1899, 1900/01, 1910, 1912, 1913, 1916, 
1919, 1920, 1923, 1925, and 1926. 

Real Estate Tax Records, Pulaski County, Arkansas, 1872, 1895-96, 1900, 1905, 1908, 
1909, 1910, 1913, and 1915. 

Sanborn Map Company. Fire Insurance Maps of Little Rock. Pelham, New York: Sanborn 
Map Company, 1897 and 1913. 

Shinn, Mike, and Taylor, Sandra. "MacArthur Park Historic District," Little Rock, 
Arkansas. Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, 8 June 1976. 

"State Pioneer in Abstract Business Dies." Arkansas Gazette, 3 May 1964, p. 14A, 
col. 6. 

Twelfth and Thirteenth (1900 and 1910) Federal Censuses of the United States, Pulaski 
County, Arkansas. 

Witsell, Charles, and Roy, Nancy. "Marshall Square Historic District," Little Rock, 
Arkansas. Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, 10 August 
1979. 
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0 nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection Federal Agency:-----------
0 appeal 

Substantive Review: Osample ..5trequest 

Reviewer's comments: 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Oappeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Acceuibie 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 

Otair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

0 yes Ono 

Checkorw 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

0 NR decision 

Check one 

0 original site 
0 moved date ______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one par11Jff3Ph) 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 applicable criteria 
0 justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
0 context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
0 other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name ____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. Sta18 His1Dric Preservation Officer c.tlfiCitlon 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

0Maps 
0 Photographs 
0 Other 

da18 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed 1D ----------------------------

~gned----------------------------- Date----------- Phone=-----------

Comment6 for sny i•m ,.y I» continued on ., stt«:httd lhHt 





Van Frank Cottages 
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Little Rock, Pulaski County 
Don Brown, photographer 
August, 1985 
Negative on file at the AHPP 
Viewed from the northwest 





Van Frank Cottages 
515 East 15th St. 
Little Rock, Pulaski County 
Don Brown, photographer 
August, 1985 
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Don Brown, photographer 
August, 1985 
Negative on file at the AHPP 
Viewed from the north 
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August, 1985 
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Viewed from the southeast 
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Van Frank Cottages 
515 East 15th St. 
Little Rock, Pulaski County 
Don Brown, photographer 
August, 1985 
Negative on file at the AHPP 
Viewed from the south 





Van Frank Cottages 
1510 Park Lane 
Little Rock, Pulaski County 
Don Brown, photographer 
August, 1985 
Negative on file at the AHPP 
Viewed from the northeast 





Van Frank Cottages 
1510 Park Lane 
Little Rock, Pulasl<i County 
Don Brown, photographer 
August, 1985 
Negative on file at the AHPP 
Viewed from the southwest 





Van Frank Cottages 
1519 East 15th St. 
Little Rock, Pulaski County 
Don Brown, photographer 
August, 1985 
Negative on file at the AHPP 
Viewed from the north 
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30 August 1985 

ARKANSAS 
HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 
PROGRAM 

Ms. Dolores Byers 
National Register of Historic Places 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Dolores: 

Per our phone conversation of today, I 
request that the enclosed Van Frank Cottages 
nomination receive substantive review. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Historian 

Suite 200 • Heritage Center • 225 East Markham • Little Rock. Arkansas 72201 • Phone (501) 371-2763 
A Oivision of the Department of Arkansas Natural ami Cultural ll e rita~e 

SEP I 2 1985 



August 30, 1985 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 

ARKANSAS 
HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 
PROGRAM 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1100 "L" Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Re: Van Frank Cottages 
515, 517, and 519 E. 15th St. & 
1510 Park Lane 
Little Rock, AR 
Pulaski County 

Dear Carol: 

We are enclosing for your review the nomination for the Van Frank 
Cottages. The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied with 
all applicable nominating procedures and notification requirements in 
the nomination process. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Wilson Stiles 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

WS/st 

Enclosure/s 

Suite 200 • Heritage Center • 225 East Markham • Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 • Phone (501) 371-2763 

A Division of the Department of Arkansas Natural and Cultural Heritage 

SEP I 2 1985 


