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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

This delightful Victorian Gothic house stands on a large, 
attractively landscaped lot on the south side of West College Avenue, 
south of downtown Waukesha.

It is a frame building with narrow clapboard siding and wood 
trim—all painted white. Plan and elevations are asymmetrical. The 
main block is T-shaped in plan, two and one-half stories in height, 
surmounted by intersecting gabled roofs that terminate in decorative 
bargeboards and are ornamented with iron cresting at the ridges. On 
the east elevation is a single story porte-cochere with a hipped roof; 
on the north elevation is a four story tower with little balconies at 
the fourth floor level and a hipped roof. On the northwest corner of 
the house is a single story Gothic-arched veranda that is crowned by 
a cupola, and on the west elevation, second story, is an oriel window. 
The main entrance is on the north, in the base of the tower, and is 
sheltered by a gabled hood on brackets. Window openings vary in 
shape—some are rectangular, some pointed—and a number of them have 
decorative wood trim. There is additional wood ornament on the tower 
and on the attic levels of north and east elevations.

At the rear of the house is a one story wing, a portion of 
which appears to be a later addition. If so, this is the lone 
alteration to the exterior. Changes have been made on the interior— 
installation of electricity, central heating, and hardwood floors— 
but the original partitions and fireplaces, together with much of the 
original woodwork and plasterwork, have survived. And the house has 
been carefully kept up.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fanciful and picturesque, carefully preserved and maintained, the 
Chandler house is Waukesha County's outstanding Victorian Gothic residence. 
It was designed by Edward Townsend Mix, a prominent Milwaukee architect. 
When his home was built, Walter S. Chandler (1836-1896) was a lumber dealer, 
Later in his career, according to Willard Griswold, he became involved in 
the real estate business and also sold and distributed water from a spring 
on his property. In the latter regard it may be noted that the late 19th 
century was the heyday of Waukeshds spas-and-springs era, when the town, 
nicknamed "Spring City" and "Saratoga of the West," was a popular resort 
and its spring waters bottled and sold throughout the nation. After 
Chandler's death, ownership of the house passed to his widow. On her 
death in 1909, it was purchased by Albert C. Hartman, an executive of the 
T. A. Chapman department store in Milwaukee, whose daughter is the present 
owner.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [U State n Local £]
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/ Jatoes Morton Smith 

Title Director, State Historical
Society of Wisconsin
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Wisconsin 53233 £5

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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