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Town  Southbridge
Address 3 Dean Street

Historic Name

Use:  Present residence
Origi nal resi dence

DESCR PTI ON

Dat e ca. 1878-1889

Source maps, photographs

Style  5tick-

Architect  unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric  clapboard/shingle
Outbuildings y.rrxat-  faeh

Mgor Alterations (with dates)garage added

to side ca. 1950's , porch & enclosed rail

earlv..20th c.

Condition Good-fair

Moved ves Date 1899-1904

Acreage ig"MMQOcmp OeTO

Setting neighborhood of 19th~century worke:
houses, mostly altered. Some 3-D'sbut

mostly 1 & 2 story houses

Recorded by S Ceccacci

Organi zation Southbridge Historical Gom
m ssion
Dxte My 1986



. NATI ONAL REQ STER ORI TERI A STATEMENT (i f  appl i cabl e)

3 Dean Street i ssignificant as an early example of worker housing
constructed during the rise t oprom nence of the American Optical
Conpany andthe growth of the town's eastern section late inthe

| <t hcentury. I t meets National Register criteria C deyd%(>H«n 6 6}
the local level andretains inte?;rity of setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, design, feeling, andassociation. The boundaries

indicated onthe attached assessors map are those of current
ownership.

AH IE:ILEL SAONH Describe Inportant architectural features and evaluate | nterns of
other burldi ngs WIGt\lhl n the coinranity. P

The best preserved example of a type andstyle of*small workers' cottage which was- extremely
prevalent i nthe neighborhoods around the American Optical Main Wrks i nthe late—19th century,

this one-and-a-half story house i s oneof the fewof itstype which still retains its original
siding. Avernacular expression of the Stick Style, which was somewhat popular for mddleand
upper class residences i n Southbridge® i tisdistinguished by half timbering

and dogtooth shingling onthe gable end, a high-pitched roof, dogtooth brackets i nthe over-
hangi ng eaves and an entrance i nthe long side. Photographsindicate that rows of identical
houses of this type, lined Crystal andLens Streets i n 1889. Mst were oriented gable end to
thé street with the entrance onthe side. Ohers were positioned with the entrance toward t he
street. Theinspirationfor the ornament used on these houses nmay have been the E Merritt
Col e House on Main Street (form 7'M\ .

This house di dnot appear onthis | ot until theturn of the' century. It was
_noved a short distance from the corner of Crystal and Dean Streets 'when a larger buildingwas

huilt onthat site between 1899 and 190A  The present porch was apparently added at'that
time. Less altered than another house of the same type at 75 Crystal Street, this isarare
survivor of this distinctive vernacular house design.

HSITORGL SGNACGINE Explain the role owners~played in local or state history and how the

building relates tothe devel opnent of the cormunity:.
The construction of a nunber of identical houses of this type anddesign was part of the early
devel opnent of this area i nresponset o the opening of the American Optical GConpany factory
nearby i n1872. Thefirst houses i nthearea built onwhat was originally open land between
Crystal andFoster Streetswere a rowof Geek Revival Vernacular cottages, 1870-1878) (n
Benefit Street (form #E-2%) . Like this house, they were built onthe sane gable front
plan with the entrance i nthe side. Houses along Crystal andLens Streets seemt o have been
a second phase of devel opment of the area. The devel oper of the Benefit Street rowseens t o
have been Wlliam Edwards. | ti s not known who devel oped the rest of the area. By 1898 t he
area had been densely devel oped, between theriver onthenorth andMin Street onthe south
from Mechanic Street about halfway up North Street. By this time, houses i nthe area were
individually owned.

Apparently because of their small size, many of these early cottages were altered or replaced
around theturn of thecentury. Especially on Crystal Street, houses were enlarged or -

new buildings were built. For sone reason, houses on Lens andBenefit Streets were not
replaced or greatly enlarged. Today their original appearance has been nost altered by the
application of synthetic siding.
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