RRM B BUILDING

MASACHUETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON JAN 02190 113

80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTOM, MA 02116

Photo {3'x3" or 3'x5", black and
white) Indicate address of
property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of for«.

Sketch Mgp:. Draw Bap showing property's location
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
between inventoried property and nearest

inter section(s).

Indicate north

(see attached mep)

UMREHEENE 19 315540 4523100
LBGS qUADRANGLERal | River MR 1957/1979

SCALE 1: 25000

Swvansea, Mass. MRA
Tonn SNUEA

Addr ess 252 Cedar Avenue
Historic Nane Deacon John Buffington House

Use:  Present residence
Original resi dence

DESCR PTI ON

Dat e ca. 1790

Sour ce visual analysis

Style Georgi an vemacul ar

Architect unknown

Exterior V| Fabric shingle

Qutbuildings msc. small sheds

Maj or Alterations (wth dates)
rear el | (prob. md-19th cent.)

Condi tion good

Mved no Dat e

Acr eage approxi mately oneacre
Setting house oriented southin

mral residential area

Recorded by Gendron & Travers/ K. F ynn/ Broone]
Organi zation Saansea Historical Conm ssion

Date 1978/ Febrary 1985/ Novenber 1989



NATI ONAL REG STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Deacon John Buffington House, 252 Cedar Avenue, retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and neets Criterion Con the local
level as one of thefewintact exanples of thethree-quarter house extant i n Saansea.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGN FICANCE  Describe inmportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings wthin the community.

This gabled, 2"-story, three-quarter house has a four-bay facade with theentry and

brick chimmey located i nthethird bay. The vernacular Georgian dwelling displays little
architectural embellishment other than thin cornerboards and slightly articulated w ndow
heads on thefirst floor facade wi ndows. The door surround i sequally sinmple, consisting
of plain boards. A secondary entrance i slocated on thewest side of a two-story,

gabled, rear elltothenorth. Six-over-six w ndow sash and therear ell most [ikely
date tothemd-19th century. While 252 Cedar Avenue |acks distinguishingarchitectural
detail, thedwelling i ssignificant as one of t hebest preserved exanples of the 2"-story,
three-quarter house form i n Saansea.

HSTARCAL SIGNF CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how t he
building relates to the devel opnent of the comwinity.

John Buffington, earliest documented owner of t he house, was deacon of the Christian
Church (ML #10), located north of Cedar Avenue on Mapl e Avenue at Snansea Center.

His daughter married Elder WlliamMller, pastor of the sane church, a popular nan of
local reputation. At |east three generations of Mllers are known tohave occupied
this house. Elder M ller and hi sdescendants al so engaged i nfarmng and fishing,

whi ch conprised thenmainstay of Saansea’'s econony i nthe 18thand 19t h centuries.
This house was one of at |east two Buffington homesteads established between Cedar
Avenue (formerly Cedar Lane) and the Cole' s River i nthe 18th century.

The Buffington fam |y occupied an inportant place i nthe devel opment of Saansea. Thonas
Bovanton (later Buffington) emgrated from WAles ca. 1671, settling first i nSalemind]later
in Saansea. Menbers of thefam |y were associated with the establishment of the first
Friends Meeting i nSnansea i n 1701. Nunerous Buffington descendants built hones throughout

Snansea, with a significant cluster |ocated east of Luther's Comer/Snansea Center i n
the Cedar Avenue vicinity.
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CLASS! FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATH FEDERAL  AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current
DESCR PTI ON

_architectural classification

_materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statenment of Significance (in one paragraph)

sunmary par agraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance t ot heresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity tosignificance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CECCRAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
Ums boundary justification
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sketch maps USGS maps phot ogr aphs presentation

O'HER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directedto
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