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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Methodist Episcopal Church, located at Eighth and Vermillion Streets
in Hastings, is a simple frame structure sheathed in clapboard., Constructed
in 1861, it is an excellent example of the ecclectic combination of archi-
tectural design elements from the Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, and Italianate
styles,

The church is constructed on an "L" plan, the long leg of which forms
the sanctuary., At the southwest corner of the sanctuary is a two storey square
tower; and the principal entry is through the south face of the tower,

Principal decorative elements incorporated into the facades include:
large curvilinear brackets and a large "ogee'" gothic arched window with
finial in the west facade; simple gothic arches doric pilasters and a bracketted
cornice under a low hipped roof in the tower; and segmental window hoods in
the short leg of the "L"., The main mass of the building is covered with a
gabled roof.

Several changes have been made in the appearance of the building
during its more than one hundred years of existence., The principal change
apparent today is the relocation of the main entry door from the west facade of
the tower to the south facade. The original '"two-stage' pilasters have been
converted into "single-stage' elements which extend the entire height of the
tower, The tower was altered early in its life to provide a concave mansard
roof, The cupola was later removed and the tower returned to original con-
figuration,

The building was originally constructed at 6th and Vermillion and was
moved to the present location in 1871,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Methodist Episcopal Church is significant as an example of an
interesting blend of styles and as a Hastings place of worship for over a

century,

The church is an understated blend of three architectural styles, Design
features of the Gothic, Italianate and the Greek Revival are employed in this

church,

The Methodist Episcopal Church is the oldest remaining church in Hastings.
The congregation was founded in 1855 and consisted of twenty four members and
seventeen probationers. The church was constructed in 1861 on a site

approximately two blocks northwest of its present location.

was moved to its present location,

In 1871 the church

The church is in an excellent state of preservation and is extentively used
by the Full Gospel Assembly Church congregation,
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