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The Elisha Winn House is a "tworover-~two'" Plantation Plain-style struc-—
ture with central stair hall and exterior chimmneys at each end. A mid-nine-
teenth-century T-shaped addition abutts the rear of the house. Although the
house currently has a one~story front porch, photographs and architectural
evidence indicate an earlier two-story swinging porch. External detailing is
very simple with corner, door and window trims and gable cornice returns.

The interior of the house shows very little modification. The central
stair with balustrade is original, as are all four mantels, five interior
doors (including most hardware). The floors, walls and ceiling retain the
original wideboard finishes.

Although the original portion of the house is currently unoccupied, its
overall structural condition has been appraised by a restoration architect as
excellent.

Also on the three-acre property are:.a rebullt drive-through barn and a
small wood and tin shed. Potential archaeological components include the
known sites of an early wooden jail structure, trash pit and commissary build-
ing.

The Elisha Winn House is located on three acres owned by Gwinnett County
and leased to the Gwinnett Historical Society. Significant outbuildings asso-
ciated with the house are contained on these three acres. The original larger
tract associated with the house is owned by the Baptist Foundation of Texas
and is no longer in agricultural production.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Elisha Winn House is significant in Gwinnett County political and
legal history and in the early architectural history of the county. This
Plantation Plain-style house was where the first elctions and sessions of the
Inferior and Superior courts were held in newly created Gwinnett County.

Gwinnett County was created by an Act of the Georgia legislature in Decem-
ber, 1818, out of Jackson County and Cherokee Indian land cessions. Section 2
of the Act which formally organized the county stipulated that elections and
the Superior and Inferior courts be held "at the house of Elisha Winn." As a
result of this Act, the -first elections were held in this house, as were the
first sessions of the Inferior Court. The first session of the Gwinnett County
Superior Court was held on the site of the rebuilt barn on the nominated prop-
erty.

Elisha Winn [1777-1842] was an important planter, judicial figure and gov-
ernmental representative in Gwinnett County. He was the first justice of the
county's Inferior Court, and, as such, was appointed by the Georgia legislature
commissioner of the courthouse and jail and vested with full power and author-
ity to select a site near the center of the county for the permanent courthouse.
Winn bought Lot 146, consisting of 250 acres, from John Breedlove of Hancock
County, who had drawn this lot in the Cherokee Indian land lottery. On this
land was built Gwinnett's first permanent courthouse. Lawrenceville, the
county seat, grew up around this original site. Winn served as justice of the
Gwinnett County Inferior Court (1820-25), state senator (1826), and state
representative (1830, 1833, 1837).

The Elisha Winn House is important as one of the few surviving examples
of Plantation Plain-style architecture from the earliest period of Gwinnett
County history, Salient features which make the house Plantation Plain style
include its two-over-two plan, end chimmeys and end gables, and the central
hall, The mortice-and~tenon construction is typical of this type of house
during this period, This style was common across the Georgia piedmont. Sig-
nificant features of the Winn house include stone rather than brick chimneys
and the wideboard walls, The addition on the back of the house was typical
of the kinds of alterations made to original four-room houses as the need for
more space became paramount. The Elisha Winn House is an important architec-
tural resource in this area.

Jcontinued]




FEIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Flanigan, James C. History of Gwinnett County, Georgia, Vol. I, Hapeyille, Ga.,

Personal inspection by Richard Cloues and Steve Henson, February, 1979.

1943,
FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 3

QUADRANGLE Nname __HOg Mountain, Ga,

UTN NOT VERIFIED

QUADRANGLE scaLe _ 1:24,000

UTM REFERENCES

Al1,7] |213,1]4,6,5] |3,716,814,%,0}

ZONE EASTING NORTHING
ClllllllJlllllIlll

EL!]'IIII[ILL'iILJI

ol | bl bl e

B,ZONE'EASTING NORTHING

oY N T T T P
I T T T
H|Il'l|||ll|_ll||||l

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of the Elisha Winn House nomination are indicated on the enclosed
plat prepared for the Gwinnett County Historical Society.
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No formal archaeology has been reported on this property. Archaeology
may help in any future research directed towards identifying placement of out-
buildings as well as the site of the jail.

The original Winn plantation was purchased by the Sims family in the late
1800s and was occupied by them until the mid-twentieth century. The surround-
ing land is no longer in agricultural production.

The Gwinnett County Historical Society leases this county-owned property
and intends to restore the house and grounds. The property should serve as
an important catalyst to local historic preservation efforts.



