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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Batste Village is a remnant of a bo^-iron^conmgjglty. The iron 
furnace originally built in 1766, rebuilt in 1786~and again in 1829* 
Cast iron until 181*8, The "furnace supplied iron to a forge and a roll* 
anoT slitting mill from ore that was dag in the local bogs. It was made 
Into pigs, Munitions, holloware, water pipe and stores.

The Village that grew around the furnace included a saw mill, grist 
aill, store, and workers cottages sufficient to house ovejr 500 people. 
A limekiln, charcoal house, and stamping mill augmented the production 
of iron. A church to the west of the village supplied the religious 
needs of Batsto and Pleasant Mills.

The land supplied the raw materials! Ore, flux, charcoal and 
water power for the furnace and mills* The water also supplied the 
transportation to cities as near as Philadelphia and New York.

The people lived in a near wilderness that was diminished in 
proportion to the productivity of the furnace and the land*

The economic decline of the iron industry 1855 and the subsequent 
glass factory 1867 left batsto a dying town in ^876 when it was purchased 
by Joseph jfoarton. He rebuilt the mansion and made many other changes,

to over 1^0,000 acres.

m 
rn

In 195>l4. this property now reduced to 96,000 acres was purchased by 
the State of Hew Jersey* Batste Village encompassing about 15 acres was 
part of this purchase. Included were the grist mill, saw mill, barns, 
mansion, workers cottages, and blacksmith shop.

Since 1957 there has been an on-going restoration program at 
Batsto* To date the sfigre* gristmill, blacksmith shop, sawmill, • • 
J>arns_and several wo rKrs cottages have been restored. These are small

x l5 f ) two story structures with a kitchen addition.

o

*/»

The mansion is in an excellent state of preservation. The interior 
has been furnished and is open to the public as part of a tour. The 
building now has a Victorian appearance. The earliest section is the 
center part. It, H^alI~Tormer additions, is obscured by the Victoria! 
embellishments. The center part was built circa 1790. The eastern 
section was built in the first quarter of the l°th century. The western 
section was built circa 1830. The Victorian structure was created by 
Joseph Wharton in 1878-1880. when he added the tower, dining room, the 
third and fourth stories on the eastern section ̂and changed many of the 
doors, windows and moldings. He also added j^aircase bathrooms 
and did extensive interior remodling. /,'• ""•''"'
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

•

Batsto Village is significant because it has remain
unchanged since its industrial era* The iron furnace, glass-house, saw 

' grist jnills were all parent industries that aided in the aevelopiaent 
an industry. The present setting of an industrial-agricultural 
totalOy removed from encroaching civilizatioal^uMbSeT Its 

value as an educational and a living museum are borne out in an annual 
visitation of over 190,000 people.

The furnace produced munitions for the Revolutionary War and the War 
of 1812. The furnace owners are significant in our nation's and New Jersey 
listory. They include Charles Reed, Joseph Ball, Ch©rbes>Petit, Charles 
fhompeon and Nathaniel Greene. William Richards and his son Jesse are the 
aost significant people involved with the iron manufacture.

It is an excellent example of an 18th and 19th Century self-sufficient 
industrial community and contains ail aspects of thi-s era frai «rbrkers 
sottages and general complimentary craft buildings (blacksmith, miller,
etC.). , \ -, • '.-.'• , : •, ^ •—-"•••;;—"•- -_ _

The presence of so many varying types ttf 'barns from different periods 
is unique. The stone stable is 1830. The cattle barn, threshing barn, 
mule barn and wooded stable are from that period also. The forage 
pits and sheep shed are circa l86£. The water tower and piggery are 
£art~or~the Wharton complex of the I870 f s. The structure used as a 

v Piggery was moved to the site and used as such.

They were built for the glass workers 181*6-18^3. These are all that 
remain of approximately 75 houses. Most of the others were built for 
the iron workers. The one remaining earlier house dates from the 

first quarter of the 19th century.

The grist mill,l828, and the saw mill' are worldng mills. The store 
is in operation as an operating post office and exhibit and concession 
area.

The mansion holds all the remnants of its four building periods. 
It includes part of the 18th century and three periods of the 19th 
century, a good example of eclectic architecture with heavy Victorian 
overtones. Extensive records from the Wharton period can trace most 
of the changes in the mansion. Time books denote the workmen who affected
tllc, uhanges. '



Batsto Books, 75 original account, ledger and tine books State Library 
Division of Archives and History, Trenton, Hew Jersey

Pierce, Artnur D. Iron In The Pines Ratgers Ifoiversity Press. Hew
Brunswick, H.«f. 1957 

, Family Bnpire in Jersey Iron Ratgers University Press
Hew Brunswick, N. J. i"96"K ^ 

Boyer, Charles, Early Forges and Furnace in Hew Jersey, University of
P«TiTifro- Ivan-la PTOHR Vrn i nPlo irmi a Ma. iv«i
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The bounds of the Batsto District are formed Igr longitude 71*° 30 f on 
the east, latitude 39° 39 1 on the north and on the west and south by the 
Nescochaque Creek and the Mullica River. The larger area was described 
to Include the Batsto Forge and a ship building site at the confluence of 
the Mullica and Batsto Rivers.
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