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1. Name of Property__________________________________________________ 

historic name Fuller House_______________________________________

other names/site number Fuller-White House

2. Location

street & number 220 W. Union

city or town Minden 

state Louisiana

not for publication 

vicinity

code LA county Webster code 119 zip code 71055

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this C3 nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
ID meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally D statewide QQ locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

3/ 1 3/96 _____
Signature of certifyingfficial/Title berri Ho6dy , Date

LA SHPO, Dept. of Culture, Recreation and Tourism
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereb/certify that the property is:

10 entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet.

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet.

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

D removed from the National 
Register.

O other, (explain:) _________

Date of Action

.r.-.-d In '...:..s
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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

5 private 
D public-local 
CH public-State 
D public-Federal

....... .,..,,..«.«•— Webster••.•om
•- • •-- ««*•••••

I
Category }oflflfcpeifty
(Check only onl^W!) i '•

\$ buitdiuy($)'-J^|g 
D district ^ __ 

"* Dsite 
D structure 
D object

County and State
Parish, LA

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing 
2 buildinas

2 0

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Queen Anne Revival
Colonial Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick____
wails weatherboard, vinyl

roof asphalt

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The Fuller House is a two-and-a-half story wood frame Queen Anne Revival residence 
with mainly Colonial Revival details. It is located a block or so from the Minden CBD in an 
early twentieth century neighborhood. With the exception of historic modifications to the 
gallery and the selective, sensitive installation of vinyl siding, the house is pristinely preserved 
from its c.l905 construction.

Due to its height, size and location on a slight rise, the Fuller House has a commanding 
presence. With its exuberant, elaborate silhouette, it is first and foremost a Queen Anne 
Revival house. Its complex roofline features a hipped roof with a gabled projection on each 
side elevation, a large front dormer with a balcony, and two prominent chimneys with 
decorative brickwork. The composition culminates in a large round turret three stories in 
height with a rounded cone roof crowned by a finial. The turret, easily the house's strongest 
visual element, is attached at the corner. Projecting wall planes include the turret, polygonal 
bays beneath the side gabled projections, a projecting gable peak on the principal side 
elevation, and a squared off projection on the second story of the facade beneath the previously 
mentioned large dormer. Also the Palladian window in the peak of the principal side gable is 
inscribed within a prominent arch. The Queen Anne fondness for surfaces of varying textures 
can be found on the turret, with its fairly narrow gauge clapboarding and wide band of beveled 
boards between the second and third stories. Finally, the Queen Anne taste is reflected in the 
multi-pane top window sashes on the third story of the turret, the front projection and dormer, 
and the Palladian window of the principal side gable. The glazing bars form a pattern 
suggestive of tracery.

Instead of the Eastlake detailing one would expect to be dominant in an earlier Queen 
Anne house, the Fuller House's ornament is almost entirely Colonial Revival. Exterior 
Colonial Revival elements include the wraparound gallery with its simple Tuscan columns; the 
previously mentioned Palladian window; and denticular molding under the eaves of the main 
block, defining the second and third stories of the turret, and accenting the dormer.

Other exterior elements worthy of note are brackets underneath the projecting gable 
peak of the principal side elevation and mostly one over one windows.

The interior of the Fuller House is virtually unchanged, including the retention of some 
of the light fixtures. The first floor floorplan is particularly interesting. A roughly five-and-a- 
half foot central hall opens into a wide hall (about nine-and-a-half feet) extending off to one 
side at the mid-point (see plan). Poised dramatically at the center of the composition is the 
staircase, which employs three flights and two landings to ascend to the second floor. Opening

CONTINUED
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into the wide cross hall is the front parlor where the turret is located. The room opens into the 
hall via a columnar screen. The overall effect of the foregoing is that of a Queen Anne living 
hall. The remainder of the floorplan is fairly straightforward and can be seen in the attached 
drawing. Another element of interest is a utilitarian staircase toward the rear (see plan).

The interior is elaborately and extensively detailed. Decorative elements include an 
Eastlake grille defining the rear continuation of the central hall; the previously mentioned 
columnar screen with its paneled base, slender Ionic columns and tiny denticular band; 
paneling on the staircase and a paneled wainscot in the halls and south parlor; and door frames 
with cornerblocks featuring an incised geometric pattern. With but one exception, the mantels 
are of the columnar Colonial Revival type. The one in the turreted parlor has a 
wreath/swag/garland design in its entablature, and its handsome green glazed tiles are 
ornamented with wreaths, what appear to be torches, and other designs. The columnar mantel 
in the dining room has a cabinet overmantel and its original green hearth tiles. The most 
unusual mantel is in the north front parlor. With its sinuous outline and boldly projecting 
curved side members, it has an overall Rococo feel. The detailing includes such popular 
classical motifs as the torch and lamp of knowledge. The upstairs mantels, of course, are 
plainer (all in a low-key Colonial Revival style). They all retain their original hearth tiles, 
with one featuring the laurel wreath motif.

Much of the Fuller House's interior character is derived from the decorative wood used 
extensively in the principal spaces (wainscot, staircase, doors and door surrounds, etc.). It is 
of varnished pine carefully cut to produce striking patterns in the surface grain, including burl 
panels and "curly pine" effects.

Other interior features worthy of note are all of the original doors with their multiple 
horizontal panels, window seats (for example, defining the shape of the turret), and some of 
the original light fixtures (including one in the north front parlor with a laurel wreath design).

Exterior alterations to the Fuller House are as follows:

(1) Changes to the gallery which occurred fairly early (over 50 years ago). An early 
photo shows that the gallery originally projected on the side (as it terminated ) and to mark the 
front entrance (see photo). It was also capped with a balustrade. It is generally believed that 
the present look of the gallery is the result of a fire. Now the gallery projects only to follow 
the contours of the turret and the top balustrade is gone. One suspects that it was at this time 
that the entrance steps were moved from the front (lining up with the door) to their present

CONTINUED
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location beneath the turret.

(2) At some point a widow's walk was removed and two rear chimneys were shortened.

(3) Within the last few years, the current owners installed vinyl siding on certain areas. 
The first floor under the wraparound gallery and the entire turret were purposely left 
untouched. Also, the siding was installed very sensitively, taking care to not impact 
decorative elements, window frames, etc. The eaves, for example, usually a tell-tale sign of 
siding, were left with their original beaded board.

Assessment of Integrity:

Obviously the most noteworthy of the above changes in terms of the house's 
architectural character are those on the gallery. With the exception of the re-orientation of the 
front steps, the gallery looks correct. Admittedly, the original gallery, with its projections and 
rooftop balustrade, added to the Fuller House's elaborateness; however, the overwhelming 
majority of the home's original features survive intact. When viewed within this overall 
context, the gallery changes are relatively minimal.

In terms of the vinyl siding, it should be noted that it was a step taken reluctantly by 
the present owners and hence great care was taken, as explained above.

Contributing Element:

Behind the house is a two story frame dependency which appears to be roughly 
contemporaneous with the main house. One presumes it was a carriage house with servant 
quarters above.
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Fuller House
Name of Property

Webster Parish, LA
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

D A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

JO C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

N/A

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

architecture_____

Period of Significance
c. 1905

Significant Dates
c. 1905

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A ____ ^^

Cultural Affiliation
N/A______

Architect/Builder

Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

# ______________ 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # ____________

Primary location of additional data:
XH State Historic Preservation Office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
D Other 

Name of repository:
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Webster Parish, LA
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property @ 7/10ths of an acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 IliSl I4l7i3l0i2i0l I3i6l0i8l7i4i0l
Zone Easting Northing

I I
Zone Easting

I I I I I I

Northing

I I
See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title National Register Staff

organization Division of Historic Preservation_____ 

street & number P. 0. Box 44247_______________ 

city or town Baton Rouge________________ state

datG February 1996

504-342-8160

zip nod. 70802

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Nancv & Ted Polk____________________________

street & number P. 0. Box 826

city or town Magnolia

__ telephone 

state ARK

t>ul-z34-2297 (Arkansas) 
318-377-4411 (Minden)

zip 71753

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 at seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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The Fuller House is locally significant as a superior example of the Queen Anne 
Revival style within the context of the several parish region of North Louisiana. It achieves 
this distinction because of its complex massing, culminating in a turret. The house is also 
important for its well-detailed and well-preserved interiors.

Although settlement in North Louisiana began in earnest in the 1830s, the greatest 
population growth occurred in the late nineteenth century with the coming of railroads. New 
towns were created and explosive growth in various industries was made possible (most 
notably, timber production). In terms of the built environment, only a small percentage of the 
region's buildings (probably less than 10%) date from before the 1890s. Among these are 
hundreds of Queen Anne influenced houses in towns of varying sizes, including two major 
metropolitan centers. However, like much of the rest of the state, most examples tend to be 
fairly modest. A one story cottage with a two or three bay gallery across half the front and 
perhaps a projecting polygonal bay under a gable is the norm.

The Fuller House is a landmark within this patrimony to even the most casual observer 
because of its scale and superior architectural styling. It is one of very few two/two-and-a-half 
story examples in the region (probably 20 to 25). More importantly, its complex massing, the 
hallmark of the Queen Anne style, is quite superior, especially when viewed against the norm. 
As noted in Part 7, there are projections in all sorts of directions, culminating in a very 
prominent three story turret. It is one of only 10-12 houses in all of North Louisiana to 
feature a turret, and generally speaking, a turret is the ultimate in Queen Anne massing, 
distinguishing the grand examples from lesser ones.

The Fuller House is also noteworthy for its pristine, extensively detailed interiors, as 
described in Part 7. While staff members of the Division of Historic Preservation certainly 
have not been in every Queen Anne house in the region, they have visited the best examples in 
their forty-plus years of experience and can safely conclude that the Fuller House has few 
peers in this regard.

Historical Note:

The house takes its historic name from Thomas W. Fuller, who purchased the property 
in 1919. It is believed to have been built for Mrs. Willie S. Harrell, who acquired the lot in 
June 1905. Mr. Fuller died in 1920, but his widow lived in the house until her death in 1949. 
The house then became rental property, but has been occupied by Fuller descendants since the 
late 1960s, first by a daughter, Mrs. Russell White, and now by a granddaughter who uses it 
basically as a weekend home.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

Historic photos of Fuller House, National Register file, Louisiana Division of Historic 
Preservation.

Conveyance records, copies in National Register file, Louisiana Division of Historic 
Preservation.

Legal Property Description:

A certain lot in the City of Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana, described as follows: 
Begin on the east side of Union Street where the same intersects the center of College Branch 
and run southeast along east side of Union Street 120 feet to point of beginning; thence 
continue along east side of Union Street 108 feet; thence east and parallel with Monroe Street 
250 feet; thence north parallel with Union Street 124 feet to south line of property sold F. C. 
McClanahan; thence in a westerly direction along south line of McClanahan lot 250 feet to 
point of beginning, together with all improvements thereon and rights thereto belonging, 
subject to that boundary agreement with Andrew Campbell Nelson and his wife, Marcia White 
Nelson, and recorded in the conveyance records of Webster Parish, Louisiana at Book 686, 
page 391.

Boundary Justification: Boundaries follow property lines.


