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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rhode Island's State House is unchanged in its present size and
appearance from the original designs of McKim, Mead & White (influenced
particularly by the taste of the partner Charles Follen McKim),  Its
construction began in 1895; it was first occupied in 1900; final details
and landscaping were campleted by 1904, It stands on a hillside site
prominent in the city and beautiful in 1tself, though not at present

surrounded by beauty.

The building is a large one, its square central block carrying a
dome on a colonnaded drum--this dome flanked by four smaller cupolas
with columns at the Gorners of the centTe block. East and west of this

centre block are long wingsﬂgﬁ;ghg gsame height.

In these respects,

like many other state capitols, it follows the example of the United
States Capitol in Washington. However, it is more sophisticated in
exterior (and interior) proportion and detail than many others. {(Evén
so, certaln sensitive and sensible suggestions have been made for minor
and aesthetically improving alterations to its exterior, though one
doubts that they will achieve accomplishment.) It is
within the frame of the brilliantly adaptive, late-Renaissance Beaux
of architecture which became internationally popular for
official buildings in the late XIX and early XX Centuries. As Henry-
Russell Hitchcock has remarked, this building of style and elegance
could have been as serenely set down in France, Italy, Argentina, or

even Missouri, as here.

to be placed

The State House is of brigck and iron-beam construction, faced
Tt is233 feet lomg and;”
The doﬁ3“§i§§§“§§§§?eet
above foundation level and is of self-supporting "dynamic voussoir"
marble construction (th9 second largest of four such domes in the
world). Topping the dome is a classically-draped statue of the "Inde-
pendent Man.," On the north side of the building a centre projection

carried on an arcade allows for a covered carriage-way beneath. At

the centre of the south side is featured, above a similar arcade,
at se cond-floor level behind columns in antis, over-

two-gtorey ggg.aw_a‘
looking the city. The east and west wings have glass saucer-domes

and ornamented with white Georgia. maxhle.
through its centre block, 180 feet deep.

T M e AT R0 IS SIS

surmounted by flagstaffs. There is, of course, exterior marble trim:
a few well-placed balconies, swags in panels over windows etc.-~rather
chaste and late XVIII Century French in manner, reminding one somevwhat

of Mangin and McComb's New York City Hall.

from north and south; monumental stairs lead at east and
floor level, where a balustraded gallery surrounds the ro

subsidiary stairs are fine tunnel-vaults.

The ground
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7. Description.

large mumber of offices and storage rooms. On the second floor are arrayed
the handsomely-walled legislative chambers to east and west; the governor's
suite with a lavish, pilastered reception room along the south; and the

State Library extending over the north carriage entrance. Latersl areas

of this floor are taken up by variously subdivided office space, as 1s the

entire floor abov'e (and the basement). . |

L_ While sitting 1ow to the. yround on 1ts north s:Lde (and behind a pavad
- plaza), the State House is necess,rily planted upon a fairly high, balus-

- traded marble basement or terrace on its south side. This &l lows for an

. impressive and wide stair leading onto the long lawn sloping to the level
of the city's centre, (The grace of the capitol's cornection with the city
is at present marred by the interruption of railroad yards and tracks and
an unattractive passenger station. An urban renewal program intends to
remedy this visual and lands cape fault ) |
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. Prehistoric O . Engineering . [ . Réiigion/Phi- . Other (Specify) X
Historic O Industry O - losophy O (immental
Agriculture O Invention d Science O .
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STATEMENT OF SIGN|IFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The bullding's importance was intended to lie, as it has remained,
in its function.as the seat of Rhode Island's state government, finally
concentrated in Providence and momumentally housed. It is, however,
additionally important as a monument of the art and taste of its era,
of the outstanding architectural firm which produced it; and it is cer-
tainly a dominant and handsome feature of the Providence city-scape.

Besides housing the offices of the govermor, the legislative
chambers _and the State Library, the State House contains also important
historic and, in some cases, artistic objects. There are the original
Rhode Island charter granted by King Charles II in 1663 and in force —

until IB8L3; a series of portratts inmcludinig one of Washington by Gil-
bert Stuart; battle flags carried by Rhode Island regiments from 1776
on; the silver service made in Providence and used onm the battleship
"Rhode Island." (Incidentally, the original drawings, plans etc. made
by its architects are preserved in the capitol.) There are also heroic
statues commemorating Rhode Island's contributions in World War II
and--not least--the bronze figure of the "Independent Man," executed
by George T. BrewstMTﬁ:l%‘eﬁ by McKim, on theé summit ‘of the dome.

T KAV DAt s Aae

The statue symbolises the way of thinking which created and per-
mitted the colony of Rhode Island in the beginning and which has per-
sisted since then. Beneath it, McKim, Mead & White's notable building
houses majestically both the historical relies and the current vital
operations of that original state of the Union.
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Richard B, Harrington, Consultant

ORGANIZATION

Rhoé Island Historical i’reservation Commission
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~State House, 90, Smith Street
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Providence

STATE

Rhode Island, 02903

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of signit’icﬁnce of this nomination is:
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State Liaison Officer

Title

Date _ September 8, 1970

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

/s/ 4/28/70

Date
ATTEST:

eeper of The NationalC_ gister
Date

o
ry
~
oy
o |G
< =
AN
w U\’(Tl
Qg
2 7
(0]
&)
=
P8
Q
~0
(&)
S
N
~
w W
m @
m
Q
p 4
(¥ ]
-
A
[ =
(@)
-]
(@)
=z
(¥, ]



'.~\ //.\\\\‘\‘“l W"\L:A\\:l/ n\n.ﬁ_\(‘!’ v\/'-‘_.,'/:f?ﬁ,'/, ‘\ “\_1’—~: T“'"'«.——"ﬁ.F:l:;_—;’ ‘;/ :{ “ oo |‘-:,r. l (Yhe - o —
P SN S S £ WA g A e AT A
A \ LN B R : == y v R e e T \\ \ Y !
oo T vwo\s N LT N WY 1 -
IEEPRYE 9] \\- \\ “ ~: . ‘.. N —:\
A PV D

& R
> 1
~ .. W " .
£ N -3
. v w0 e 2=

e Y T2 NS T e T

P2 Lz Xt e N } .
WA= e T (N T NASTT Vaterans JMemcrial
= e e PR _.-,:-"/‘ 2 !
AN A W' )

X
AN

W .
A
e —

NN

\
NSO
- :.'_"I:t:i.‘\-/.:;o -’ .lgv::, \ W i .‘:'“: \ X
= AN l‘; ' L i TN\ W
= S F ranClS K él; .‘_:/_"‘ §\\\ N =T ‘3. \ ‘\_‘-\,.\\" - \u ‘.V
3 "'\ S 7t -’-";‘\‘__—.:‘. - ¥ B.e\;{s'leyi \\q5‘ Y (
 \Cefnetery /], T, RSy 7Y - ¢
\ \\-’ r/ / I’(J‘IIV’I"/ [N A / J/ ! d\ N \\
5

Vs
o~

-

) \
- /,J v\
\ > [ '

&7 7)' / \‘.\9\‘ \ v
RN N a2\ s
\ ‘;chrsnde(,._._-‘ SR\ ) ‘

{;

- T’-’F‘

3 \ t\ N\ - f “ . I-ﬁ . .
= N \ Cem, UNBe TN
= Jmeenaak TV 2
eI = R \ "N : '-\ &’ . , .

b d.
rive-in 2 4
a!ér/ °

.V.'a.x,\'r"’llc.k R y A } S - R ‘,",‘:"—T_-e"‘—:—_ :
Podd, 000t \ S NCT | ~ ) . ~od /1 AN /¥ )
ds/ze TF\A
ch = RN P
Y S TS AN
/ Pl Vo
N ‘-_I‘
: |
N

. |
A * te Yy )
etcalf '.\.\I"‘~ \'\ "

“Field ‘=% ) \‘\k;\
L IS

\

SEEKONK

6 s 2
&
~>~

~
R

4

~
SN
N\~

4 ea;

W

B —

gott
LY

D
L ¢ oo

kel
~

?

roject

X

'.?_—;.."(\\" Sy \mL|(‘ *
\//\L"\%‘L‘uﬂ—,—‘i—j’

S e AT

z ‘—Q%i/‘/aé/ i 7 XEE \
= \\'//.’\(Qg M/‘/v\‘,"§ &..\"\ \—
=) K\\ /Patksiials
SOEL O N
Sa /=
‘\ /C\} \ s

4 Pid ZARELN
.:':5 ".”/AN \\/ i

GEOGRAPHICAL COORDINATES
Latitude Longitude
NW L1° 49" ©52"N 71° 25! 00"W
NE L1° L9t G2vN 71> 24' Lo"W
SE L1° L9' LU"N 71 2L4' LonW
SW L1° L9t LL"N 71° 25! Q0O"W

anciseam g .- <y
m'veig:/‘\f-'—-"ii\n v
‘. {///Bri@gh
v Sthag
\

T u—\ ': .\ \ “:...-:..x_;'—' = N

PN/ B2 /8
: ,‘/Q//\\\\\\/\ DIy
S a \ F 7 \://%
A

by ’_> X
R AN )
R A A N
- . . ‘\\ )’;</\ 2/, \/. S
R T T St SN R L
e A LRI AL T\

N

-

N\ \VE? /N - =7t 7o) STV ’ s, ” <
VKT 7 Rado Towe(e i o IS E S
s W 4 L ReQIolowe(s - i S Rast P ronidéncels



