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Old Baptist Parsonage original remaining structure is of cut 
sandstone walls 16" thick with furred off plastered interior walls. A 
marble diamond shaped date stone is set below the second floor windows 
on the northwest corner. It is a full 2 stpiy house with originally 2 
rooms downstairs and. 2 upstairs, tfach room with a fireplace. /The original 
kitchen was a separate out building - since removed. It has a generously 
wide hall and gentle rising stair with nicely turned balusters and 
graceful hand rail. The original hardware remains on most of the doors 
which are flush panel one side, 6 panel (not raised) on the other side. 
A balancing wood clapboard frame addition was added (185U), making it 
a typical center hall, 1; room first floor - 2nd floor has been modernized 
with a bath, and a new kitchen installed on the southeast newer wing - 
for use by current residents.

It is hoped to restore first floor rooms for Museum aid meetings 
and use second floor for custodian's apartment. The desire of the Church 
people and local townsfolk to preserve this landmark is great and its 
setting at the approach to the Town 1 s Municipal complex and Town center 
is most appealing,, aesthetically and historically,
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This old parsonage, built in 1?86, replaced an earlier frame Parsona.g

destroyed by fire that same year. It is uniqiie in its use of cut brown- 
stone, a very uncommon practice in this area of the state,as most of 
the buildings were of frame or brick with the stone being used only in 
foundations. The choice df stone was obviously a result of the burning 
of the earlier building.> It is of handsome proportions, retaining nearly 
all of its original features on the first floor, in mantels,trim, early 
hardware., wide floor boards, etc. The stone tfasfurnished and erected by 
one iVilliam Miller and quarried at some distance on the otner side of 
llThe Mountains11 and hauled in by Ox cart.

The real significance! of the building in addition to its 
Architectural merit is the fact that it was the site of the Manse which 
housed the Ministers of this church, which was the Mother Church to the 
First Regular Baptist Church of Mew York City (1762). One of its 
ministers also founded Broifn University in 1761* in Providence, Rhode 
Island, as well as off shoots in Lyons Farm l?69j Samp town (New Market) 
1792,, Washington Kentucky 1788, May's lick Kentucky 1792 and others.

This church originated from the. "First" Baptist Church in New Jersey 
in Piscata t-jay, New Jersey, i



Scotch Plains - The Story of an Old Community by Reignette Marsh.

Scotch Plains ~ Baptist Church 1897, History from its Organization 
August 5, 17U7 to its 150th Anniversary 1897, Rev. J.H. Parks 
and Judge James D. Cleaver

Miscellaneous papers in possession of Scotch Plains Baptist Church
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q State [X| Local Q

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Wfforic Preservation
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