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This house, built in 1823 by Henry Solomon, was referred to as a
#field house.® It now faces Vineville Averme and is located on a piece
of property which originally extended from Vineville Avemue to Ingleside
Avenue and from Pierce Avenue to Holmes. It 1is said to be the oldest
unaltered house in Macon. 1In design the house is an example of the
simple type of architecture expressed in so many residences in the early

neteenth century. Itsigraceful proportions present a charm acquired
without elaborate detail. The materials have the hand-made texture of
that era. The wide boards, some eighteen inches wide, used for all
ceilings and sidewalls are hand planed and hand sawn over a pit. The
original sun-baked glass and the brick made on the site are characteristic.

The inviting one story entrance porch extends the entire five bays
across the front of the lower story. The five barely pointed low arches
are supported by rectangular wood columns which are separated by panels
of light iron work.

The interior plan of the building is a simple entrance and stair
hall with two rooms on each side. The present owners have furnished it
in the character of the original era and have collected many valuable
pieces of furniture, porcelains, and other antigues.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

This white frame house in the Early Republic style of architecture
is one of the oldest houses in Macon. It was built about 1823 with
hand-sawed bfgrds, hand-made bricks, pemg_gmle, as a fam
owner's home. The builder was Henry Solomon, brother of Peter Solomon,
a trustee of the Georgia Academy for the Blind (the first school in the
state for the teaching of blind children).

George Smith owned the house after the Solomon family. Mr. Smith -
involved himself in the growth of the city of Macon by traveling to
Washington, D. C. in 1900 to request money for a new post office and
by serving as a director of the Macon Fair Association.

Mr. T. Baldwin Martin, the present owner and occupant, acquired the
house in 1932. He, a well-known and highly respected attorney and trustee
of Mercer University (Baptist college in Macon), and Mrs. Martin reared
their family here and have kept the house and grounds in undisputedly
| good condition. , ‘ : R

One of the most significant facts about this hoﬁ'se'i‘s that its
building date approximately coincides with the settlement of Macon.
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