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AREA 

Tcwn Wakefield 

FORM NO. 

54 

Address 28 Cordis S t ree t 

Historic Name NA 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to le f t side of form. 

Sketch V&p: Draw map shewing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
betwe«i inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). , _ . , 
Indicate north ' • " 

Use: Present dwelling 

Original dwelling 

DESCRIPTICW 

Date 18^5-^5 

Source V i s u a l A n a l v s i s , map l857 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric v i n y l sirjjng;^ R 
shu t t e r s 

c u t b u i l d i n g s s m a l l t - n o l B h p d 

non-contributing (c.l940) 

Major Alterations (with dates) 2 - s t o ry e i ;  
west ; extended rea r 2 s t o r i e s w l t n  
rounded bay at rear iRffn-iQ?n) 

Oondition F^-ir rv-inyi ^^^^r.rj) 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage _Less than one acre 

Setting At corner , on s l i g h t r i se , . 
behind o r i g i n a l f ence . Paces n o r t h , 

DTM REFERENCE 19/329800/4708860 

USGS QDADRANGLE Re ad Ing, MA 

SCALE 1:25,000 

^ Recorded by flrr-hi •hPi-'t-nr-a 1 ^Pr>l^^:^p•n^rat•^nn 

Associates 
Organization Wakgflglci H i s t o r i c a l 

Commission 
"^^^ Maroh I985 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
A high s t y l e example of the Greek Revival s t y l e , t h i s house possesses a 
rare surviving porch of f l u t e d columns and i s surrounded by a contemporary 
wooden fence, few of which are existant i n Wakefield today. The house 
symbolizes a new era of prosperity f o r the town a f t e r l840 and the 
coming of the r a i l r o a d . I t retains i n t e g r i t y of loca t i o n , s e t t i n g , 
design, f e e l i n g and association, and meets c r i t e r i o n C.of the NRHP 
on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 

This i s one of a few Greek Revival houses remaining i n Wakefield with 
a f r o n t porch of f l u t e d Doric columns, a r e l a t i v e l y high s t y l e 
practice f o r t h i s a r c h i t e c u r a l l y conservative town. The porch turns 
the corner to shelter the side as w e l l . The f i v e bay house retains 
the Georgian-Federal form of gable roof p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t ; i t s 
center door surround features a f l u t e d architrave surround with corner 
blocks and long s i d e l i g h t s . The lawn i s defined by a deli c a t e , almost 
Federal s t y l e wooden fence, few of which survive i n Wakefield. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

This house was b u i l t a f t e r the area was subdivided, about I835, though 
Cordis Street was not accepted by the town u n t i l I852. Between 18̂ 10, 
j u s t before the r a i l r a o d had opened through town, and i860, when industries 
made possible by i t s e f f i c i e n t transportation were t h r i v i n g , the population 
doubled i n size. This i s one of the f i n e s t of the houses which were 
b u i l t i n the newly prosperous period. I t s f i r s t owner was Joseph W. Vinton, 
a tavern keeper on Main Street. He served as representative f o r South 
Reading i n 18^0. I t was l a t e r owned by John G. Aborn, f o r whom Aborn 
Street i s named. A wealthy shoe manufacturer and r e a l estate developer 
who l i v e d near by on Main Street, he probably used t h i s as a rent a l 
property. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
map, 1857 (J.W. Vinton) 

187^ (John G. Aborn) 
Directories 
Eaton, L i l l e y , Genealogical History of the Town of Reading. Boston, 
187^. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY House at 28 Cordis Street 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Wakefield MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex ^ • 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/07/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000675 

NOMINATOR: STATE . 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 
• W 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N ""^' 

l/ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 7 A ^ A ^ 7 DATE ^tered In the 
^ '• '— ilfttloaal Begister 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
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DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION , 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
'clarity 
'applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
[context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

1 f 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs ^presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300 


