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Address 28 Cordis Street
Hi storic Nane NA

ke:  Present dwelling
Oiginal dwelling
DESCR PTI OV
Cate 18"5-75
Source Visual Analvsis, mgp 1857

Style Greek Revival

Architect NA

Exterior Wall Fabricvinyl sirjjng;® R
shutters

cutbuildings small t-nol Bhpd

non-contributing (c.1940)

Magor Alterations (with dates) 2-story ei;
west; extended rear 2 stories wltn
rounded bay at rear iRffn-iQ?n)

Oondition FA-ir - rv-inyi - MYWYrg)

Mo NA Date NA

Acreage _Less than one acre

Setting At corner, on slight rise,.
behind original fence. Paces north,

Recorded by flrr-hi  ehPi-'t-nr-a 1 APr> M Apenrate™nn
Associates

Organization Wakgflglci Historical
Comm ssi on

"AMANaroh 1985



NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (if applicabl e)
A high style exanple of the G eek Revival style, this house possesses a
rare surviving porch of fluted colums and i s surrounded by a contenporary
wooden fence, fewof which are existant i nWakefield today. The house
symbolizes a new era of prosperity for the town after 1840 and t he
comng of the railroad. |t retains integrity of location, setting,
design, feeling and association, andnmeets criterion C. of the NRP
on the local level.

ARCH TECTURAL S QN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate in terns of

other buildings within the connunity. _ o _ _ _
This 1 sone of a fewGeek Revival houses remaining i nWkefield with
a front porch of fluted Doric columms, a relatively high style
practice for this architecurally conservative town. The porch turns
the corner toshelter the side as well. The five bay house retains
the Ceorgian-Federal form of gable roof parallel tothe street; its
center door surround features a fluted architrave surround with corner
bl ocks and | ong sidelights. The lawn is defined by a delicate, alnost
Federal style wooden fence, fewof which survive i nWkefield.

HSTARCAL S AN H CANCE Explain the role cwers played inlocal or state history and howthe
building relates t othe devel opment of the community.
This house was built after the area was subdivided, about 1835, though
Cordis Street was not accepted by the town until [1852. Between 18"10,
just before the railraod had opened through town, andi860, when industries
nmade possible by itsefficient transportation were thriving, the population
doubled i nsize. This is one of the finest of the houses which were
built i nthe newy prosperous period. Itsfirst owner was Joseph W Vinton,
a tavern keeper on Main Street. He served as representativefor South
Reading i1 n18"0. | t was later owned by John G Aborn, for whom Aborn
Street is naned. A wealthy shoe manufacturer andreal estate devel oper
who |ived near by on Main Street, he probably used this as a rental

property.
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Iigtwgn, Lilley, Genealogical History of the Town of Reading. Boston,
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