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1. Name of Propertv

historic name Gov. George S. Boutwell House

other names/site number Groton Historical Society

2. Location

street & number 172 Main Street N/A not for publication

city or town Groton N/A  vicinity
state  Massachusetts code MA county Middlesex .code 017 zipcode 01450

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this B*iomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties inthe National Register of
hlistoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Hmeets ¢ does'not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

D nationally H statewide H”cally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

jflature of aartifying officialATitle Cara(y( Metz, SHPO, Massachusetts HistorRTal Commission Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: e Keeper Date of Action
| entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Gov. George S. Boutwell House
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X_ private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
public-State _ site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single-family dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instrumctions)

MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival
MID-19TH CENTURY: Italianate

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Non-contributing
1 1 buildings
0 0 sites
structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register
0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: museum

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE

walls WOOD: weatherboard
roof Asphalt shingles
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(See Continuation Sheets)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Setting.

The 1851 Gov. George S Boutwell House is located in the heart of Groton's resdentia/ingtitutional town

canter oppogte Station Avenue and the 1859 Groton Town Hall. Sat between properties once belonging to

two mayors (Gen. William Bancroft [Cambridge] and Luther Lavrence [Lowell]), the house is part of arow of
ylish 18th- and 19th-century resdences. The building faces west a the front of adesp, narrow lot, whichis
wooded & therear.

Along the dreat front, the Boutwell property islined with aretaining wall of large cut-granite blocks (Map
#3.) Two unpaved driveways, one on ether dde of the house, leed back toward the entrances of two tenant
goatments & the rear of the building. A smgle granite gate/hitching post (Map #4) remains & the foot of the
north driveway; a long, low granite block adjacent toit isa mounting block (Map #5) for carriage pessangars
(S= Photo 1) Judt northeast of the house is a long one-dory, 1960s bam-like concrete-block storage
building (Map #2) with dgpboarded end gables, built to house and display some of the Historical Society
collections. (Se= Photo 1) A wooden sign for the Groton Historical Society hangs from a post on thefront
lawn, just north of agranite walk leading to the house from a short flight of granite gairsin theretaining wall.

Exterior description

The Gov. George Boutwell House is awood-frame Gresk Revivd/ltdianate 2/2-gory, Sde-gabled house with a
three-part, two-gtory rear wing incorporating additions of ca 1830 and the mid-1890s. Thewalsof the house
are depboarded on dl but the gables and the main facade. The endased end gables are sded with flushboard,
and the facade wall iscdad in one type offlushboardsiding, chamfered on the upper and lower edges of the
boards, that was popular on higher-style houses of the 1850sas an imitation of rugticated soneaghlar. The
main building corners are quoined, a waer table rings the bottom edge of the walls, and the degply-
overhanging boxed comice, which dso endosesthe end gables, is trimmed with long decorative brackets.
Mogt of the windows retain their original wooden louvered blinds. The foundation under the principa parts of
the building is topped with large dressed granite blocks. Two large brick chimneys, which have log their
corbeled tops, rise from theridge of the mainroof postioned dightly off-center, severd feetin from the ends
of thebuilding. A third, narrower fumace chimney, shortened considerably in height during the 20th century,
piercesthe rear roof dope behind the south ridge chimney. A former kitchen chimney & the rear end of the
wing roof has been removed above the roofline.

The main facede is symmetricaly aranged, three bays wide, with aprominent canter entry shdtered by a deep,

flat canopy (formerly abalcony) resting on apair of square pogs supported on long granite blocks which flank

threewide granite geps. The canopy comice istrimmed with alineof heavy scrolled brackets. A turned
(continued)
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baudrade onceringed the balcony. All that remains of the baudrade isapair of engaged pods, with half-
baugersstill atached, mounted againg the house wall to either Sde of the center second-dory window. The
entry, more Gresk Reviva than Itaianate, hesalarge 4-pand door with heavy ogee gpplied moldings. The
door isflankedby full-length, 4-paned siddights. Occupying the position of the former transom over the door
IS along wooden sgn reading "Groton Historical Sodety” in painted gold letters. A pair of flat, untapered
pilagers to ether Sde of the entry are embdlished, like the canopy posts, with full-length recessed pands
Mounted on the wall just north of the entry isagable-topped, glassfronted sgn box ingaled in 1940. The
facade windows, like mogt m the house, are the original 6-over-6-sash. Thetwo a thefirst gory have the long
floor-to-ceiling proportions fashionable with the Gresk Revivd inthe early 1850s but are trimmed with
typicdly Itdianate heavy molded and bracketed crowns. The second-dory windows, which have smpler
molded crowns, and lack the brackets, are amdler in sze, dthough the center window extends downto the
levd of thebacony floor.

The geble ends of the main part of the house aretwo baysdegp. Their window crowns are like those of the
facade. Inthe canter of each of theflushboardedendosad gables isan oculus, which haslog its original
window, and now contains a single circular pane of glass

The 48-foot-long rear wing, which abutsthe south part of the rear wall of the main block, islower in height
than the front part of thehouse. (Photo 4) Itsroof ridge, perpendicular to theridgeof themain block, is st
just below the main comice level. &/6 windows and the bracketed comice continue down both sdesof the
wmg. Therear eat wall of the mam house north of the wing hes two window bays & the sscond gory, digned
above asingle window and the centra rear entry of the gair hall a the first. A angle narrow pedimented
dormer with a2-over-2-sash window is mounted on the et roof dopejust above the northemmogt window
bay. The eadt rear entry echoes the design of the west facade entry, with aheavy 4-panded door and four-pane,
full-length dddlights. This entry islargdy hidden from theexterior, asit isendosad within an early 20th-
century shed-roofed porch which goans the north sde of the wmgfromthe main house to the 1-dory projection
of thekitchen pantw. The porch, which restson afiel dstonebass, is glazed with two groups of triple 4-pane
gorm windows to either 9de of asddighted and transomed entry fitted with a pand-and-glass door. Centered
in thefirst-storywall ingde the porch isafour-pand door with long glasslightsin place of the upper pands.
Thisdoor issddighted, like the doors in the front part of the building. In thewall to ether Sde of the door is
a dngle large 6/6 window. The pantry €l abutting the end of the glassad-in porch hes asingle 6/6 window
centered in its north wall. In the second-gory wall of the wing above the porch and pantry are two pairs of 6/6
windows, both apparently dating to renovafions of 1939-40.

The presant rear wing incorporates & leest two late 19th-century additions. At the reer eest end of thewing is
a20-foot-wide, 16-foot-degp 1 1/2-gory extenson, itsroof ndge parald to, but lower than the west part of the
wing. (Photos 4 and 5) The mam part of this section, which sands on afoundation of randomly-cut gone, is
apparently the northwest ell that historic mgpsindicate was added between 1875 and 1889. Thetnm onthis

(continued)
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secfion IS generdly smpler than that on the rest of the house, but the bracketed, boxed comice continues even
here Itsentry, in the west part of the north wall, which probably dates to the 1939-40 gpartment converson,
hes adoor with 4 lights over two pands, shdtered by agabled hood supported on long diagond braces.

Thefirst-storyfenestration of the broad eedt, rear wall of the extenson is asymmericaly placed, with two 66s
in the south part and one near the north comer. In the upper wall are three widely soeoed windows-asmdl 6/6
in the center, and a 2/4 to either Sde. Themain exterior door to the basement, afour-pand wood door reeched
by agone-lined ramp, islocated in the south part of this eest devation. (Photo 5)

The south evation of the main part of the wing hes two window bays a eech story. All are 6/6 sseh, with the
exception of a amdl 64pane window in the eesteammaog second-dory bay. Abutfing the eegt part of this
devation is the second of the late 19th-century rear additions-a Sde-gabled two-gtory secfion, 18 feet wide and
20 feat degp, which was added about 1895. (Photo 2) Itsfoca point isthe pedimented, polygond oriel bay
window that is centered on the sacond gory of the facade. Below the oridl, thefirst-storywes wal is recessed
sx feet under the second, cregting a shalow front porch. The porch isnow screened, but the pair of round
Tuscan 34 columns and the square-doweed baudtrade to ether Sde of aflight of wooden entry Sgpsremain.
Theentry, a the north end of the firs-storyfrontwall, hes a glass-and-pand door with a single large light over
two pands. In thewall south of the door are two high 6-over-6-sash windows. While the roofline continues
the scroll-bracketed detailing of the main comice, the brackets here are more widely spaced, and the south
comers of this section havefl utedpilaster-like comerboards, rather than quoins. The south end wall echoesthe
main houseinits endosed gable, but the gable is dgpboarded, rather thanflushboarded.Beow the gable,
there are two 6/6 windows & the ssoond tory and one centered a the first. These windows arefitted with the
adjugtable-louvered shutters that are characteridic of the late 19th- and early 20th centuries. Therear eedt
devation of this part of the addition hes one window—a4-over-4-sash, centered in thefirst-storywall.

Interior features.

The mgjor goeces of the interior of the Boutwell House are remarkably undtered, having undergone little
change snce the Governor's degth in 1905. Significant dterationsto the main family living goece include the
ca 1895 ingdlation of afirst-storylavatory, and the conversion of the southeest second-dory room in the main
block (from either a bedroom or a bathroom) to part of the rear gpartment goece in 1939-40. At that time, the
Groton Historical Society renovated the entire ssoond ory of thewing, and the first story of the late 19th-
century additions, to two tenant gpartments.  (Sae Hoor Plans)

(continued)
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Asbuilt in 1851, thefirst-storyplan of the building includes abroad center through-hal with curving daircess,
asngle drawing room/reception room north of the hall, and aparlor/study and arear dining room south of the
hall. The eest ed of the dining room extends part way intothe reer wing. Behind it are sarviceareaes- alarge
butler's pantry, an entry hall to the north doorway, and, reduced somewhat in Sze by the ca 1895 lavatory, the
kitchen, with the kitchen pantry projecting on its north Sde.

At the second dory, the Historical Sociely maintains three rooms as museum speces a fourth houses the
sodey'slibrary and archives. Inthe attic, twofinishedsarvants roomsand acenter hall goece ae till intact.
Throughout the main rooms, the house displays stylish trandtiond Greek Reviva/ltaianate detalls, including
both plain and panded wainscoting, panded interior blinds, polished marble mantdpieces, and wide, molded
door- and window cadngswith decorative comerblocks.

The highlight of the center gair hall (Photo 6) isthe graceful curving staircase, which, characterigtic of the
mid-19th century, hes abaustrade with round-dowel baugers and avamished railing. While the sscond-dory
railing a the top of the dairs ends & atumed newd post, the main baugtrade spirals to an end a the foot of the
dairs, rather than temiinating in anewd post. The Gresk Reviva architecturd trim of the stairhall setsthe
tone for the rest of the rooms. High bassboards topped by an ogee molding, and adegp crown moldingwith
lower picture rail ringthe lower and upper edges of the walls. The 4-pand doors have heavy molded casangs
with decorative comer blocks—thosein this goece ae embdlished with smple tumed paterae

In the large drawing room (Photos 7 and 8) north of the hall, the most formal room in the house, the comer
blocks have center foliate omaments rather than paterae. The focal point of the drawing room isthe fireplace
on the eedt wall. The mantepieceis congmcted of polished black marblewith gold veining. Its pilagers ad
mantd shelf are smply chamfered, and the lower edge of the marble friezeri sesdightly above the canter of the
date firebox opening to ashalow pointed arch. All of the windows of thisroom except for the long window in
the front wall ae recessad over low window seats with panded wainscoting below. All of them retain their
origina panded interior blinds and hardware.

The southwest parlor, d<o referred to as Gov. Boutwel's study, (Photos 9 and 10) is a squareroom with a
comice smilar to that in the stairhall, and casings and comerblocks like those m the drawing room. The black
marble mantdpiece in the reer wall of the room is similar in proportion to the one in the drawing room, but

omewha smpler indesign, mthat it has no chamfers, thefireplace opening isnot arched, and the jambs of
thefirebox are brick, rather than date. The Historica Sodety hes dedicated this room to the memory of Gov.

Boutwell and two of the Presdents under whom he served, PresdentsLincoln and Grant. Displayed in the
room ae itemsrelating to both presdents, and to the govemor's career in Washington.

(continued)
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The decor of the dining room (Photo 11) islessformal than that of the front rooms. The comerblocks of the
door- and window surrounds have circular paterae, and the crown molding is narrow. The windows have no
interior blinds, but horizonta -pand ed wainscoting covers thewall goaoe below them. The soenic wallpaper in
the room, cdled "the Champlain,” which Georgianna Boutwell had ingtdled in the early 20th century, is a
reproduction of aca 1773 pgpear from a house in Brattleboro, Vermont. The black marble firgplace in the front
wall issmilar to that mthe parlor.

The butler's pantry behind the dining room retains its glass-fronted cabinets over drawers on the south wall
(Photo 12) Thenorth part of the pantry, which may have contained the original gairs to the besament, hesone
continuous shelf high on the walls, now blocking adoor a the rear. The rear kitchen pantry is moreintact,
however. Itsesst and wes walls are still lined with degp Shdves and 28-inch-high wainscoting. The same
wainscoting lines the south and eest walls of the kitchen. While the cooking sove isgone, arare surviva in
the kitchen isthe massve exposed brick chimney, fitted with abeke oven in the south part, and, abutting its
north sde, ast of low = kettles. (Photo 13) Sae dabsform thetop of the brick set-kettle and the mantel
shdf over the bake oven and Sove flue, and decorative cag-iron doors are till in place a the openings of the
beke oven and the two agh pits.

Thelargest room & the second gtory is the northwest chamber, now called the Grant Bedroom, for the fact thet
Presdent Grant goent anight there in 1869. This room hes asmply detailed gray marble mantelpiece in the
et wall. (Photo 14) The bottom edge of the mantd frieze hes ashdlow pointed-arched opening, likethe one
bdow it in the drawing room. Whilethe detailing here is generdly smpler than that in the more formal goeces
downdairs, this room hes an daborate, namow crown molding with araised foliate pattemn. Molded panding is
located below the windows inthis room.

Behind the Grant Bedroom to the eedt isa narrow chamber, traditionally called the nursery, which is lined on
the west wall with glass-front cabinets, and where the sodiety's toy collecfionis digplayed. (See Photo 15) A

smdl, squareroom a the west end of the hallway, today caled the sewing room, may dso have beena smdl

bedroom. It contains Gov. Boutwell's writing desk, and an early sawing mechine that was given to Miss
Boutwell by its well-known inventor, EliasHowe. (Photo 16) The Historical Society archives are housad in

the former southwest chamber, which has another gray marble mantelpiece & itsrear-wall fireplace.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are recorded on the Boutwell House property or in the genard area
(within one mile), dtesmay be present. Environmenta characterigtics of the area rgpresent locationa criteria
(dope, soil drainege, proximity to wetlands) that ere favorable for the presence of Nafive American Stes The
property iswell drained and occupies level to moderatdy doping topography within 1,000 feet of wetlands.
James Brook, atributary of the Nashua River islocated west of the Boutwell House and urmamed sreamsto
the northeest. The arealieswithin the Merrimack River drainage. |n generd, however, the potentid for

(continued)
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locating significant ancient Native American resources on the nominated property islow to moderate. Higtoric
period land use, especidly congtmction of the Bancroft office, Boutwell House, potential outbuildings, and
probable presence of occupationa related features on the relafively smdl lot (0.88 acres) would have destroyed
or adverdy affected the integrity of ay resourcesthat were present.

A high potential exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Boutwell House property.
Additional documentary ressaerch combined with archaeological survey and testing may locate may locate
evidence of gmctures and archaeological features assodiated with the village farm of Dr. Amaos Bancroft
originaly located in thisarear Archaeological testing may d <o locate smctura evidence and indications of a
congmction date for the 18" century office that sarved as the medica office for Dr. Bancroft before his degth
in 1848. The medica office was 0ld and moved aoross the Sreet prior to constmction of the Boutwell House
Research techniques outlined above may d<o identify documentary or ssmctura evidence of bams, acariage
house or outbuildings associated with 18" andlor 19" century agncultural activities, the Bancroft medica
office or the extant Boutwell home. Occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may d0 exist
with 18* through 2()" century occupations of the property.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

_XA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_X B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Marl "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
EDUCATION

Period of Significance
1851-1954

Significant Dates
1851
ca. 1895
1940

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

George Sewall Boutwell

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Massachusetts Historical Commission

Primary location of additional data:

_X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
_ University
X Other
Name of repository:
Groton Historical Society
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Gov. George S Boutwell House meds CriteriaA, B, ad C of the National Regider. The property is
sgnificant & the loca level under Criterion A for its assodaion with Massachusatts Governor George S
Boutwell and hisfamily, who influenced the devd opment of Groton and its socid history for nearly a century,
from the 1830s to the 1930s From the 1850s through the tum of the 20th century, their home opposite the
Town Hall was the dte of gatherings of loca townspeople as well as notable visitors assodated with Gov.
Boutwdl's official datus For many years George Boutwell operated a generd dore He d<0 sarved a8
Groton's Postmader, a School Committee member. Sdectman, and Town Clerk before he became governor of
Massachusditsin 1851, and held other locdl offices in later years. He influenced the agricultura economy and
devdopment of Graton through the managemant of his outlying farm and through hisrole as aleading member
of the Middlesex Agricultural Society and the Groton Farmers and Mechanics Club. The Boutwell Houseis
a0 localy significant under Criterion A as the home of the Groton Historical Society Snce 1933, The
sdety's founding in 1894 wes due largely to the efforts of Georgianna Boutwell, assgted by her brother,
Francis Since Georgianna Boutwell's degth, the building hes sarved as the sodiety's heedquarters, and snce
1939 hes functioned as amusaum of local Groton history and Boutwell memorabilia

The property qualifiesfor the National Regider & the datelevel under Criteria A and B as the home for 54

years of George S Boutwell, Govemor of Massachuseits from 1851 to 1853, afounding member of the Sate
Republican Party, and, on the national scene. Congressman, first U.S. Commissoner of fritemal Revenue, and
Saoretary of the Treesury under President Grant.

The property meds Criterion C a the locd levd as awel-preserved example of stylish yet underdated Gresk
Reviva and Itdianate architecture. Founded in the well-established New England tradition of 2/2-gory, Sde-
gabled, center-entry houses the wood-frame Boutwell resdence is distinguished by its comer quoining,

bracketed eaves and rudicated facade. Highlights of the interior include severd marble fireplaces, alarge
drawing/reception room, and a gpacious centrd dtairhall with curving saircase. The property retlainsintegrity
of setting, location, design, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Thetown of Groton was founded as a plantation in 1655. Stuated on the westem fronder of the Massachusetts
Bay colony, it was abandoned and the buildings bumed during King Philip's War in 167576, but by 1680 wes
resdttled with forty families. The community grew rapidly after 1730, and had become a progperous
agricultura town by 1775. A concentration of merchants, doctors, lawyers, and other well-to-do professonds
living dong the main thoroughfare (Main Stret) a thetown center lent a cogmopoalitan air to the community in
the erly years of the 19th century, and fostered an intellectual amosphere that was augmented by the presance
of an early private school, Groton Acadamy (now Lawrence Academy,) which still hes acommanding presance
on Main Strest ashort

(continued)
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digance eedt of the Boutwell House property. By the 1830s busy through-traffic on the route to New
Hampshire supported a number of taverns, gores and other commercid esteblishments a the town center, and
industries were operating in the wes part of town dong the Nashua River.

In 1848, two railroads were built through the town, opening convenient aocess to Bogton, Worcester, and
communities to the northwest. Devd opment progressed dowly a Groton Center, however, which continued as
thetown's primary residential/ingtitutional focus, with Lanrence Academy, two churches the 1859 Town Hall,
and with rows of stylish houses on large lots and edates  In the second half of the 19th century, prominent
families dong Main Streat were heeded by men who commuted by rail to the magjor cities, and included three
mayors (of Boston, Cambridge, and Lowell,) and, a the Boutwell House, one govemor of the commornweslth.

George Sewdl Boutwell built his house opposite the future Ste of the Town Hall in 1851, the same yeer that he
became govemor of Massachusatts With the exception of extended periods oent in Washington during his
later career. Gov. Boutwdll lived there with hisfamily until hisdeath in 1905.

George Boutwell (1818-1905) wasbom in Brookline, MA, and grew up on afarmin Lunenberg. After abrief
period of school-teaching in Shirley, he moved to Groton in 1835, where hewas employed in the "brick gore’
of Henry Woods & 152 Main Stret. He boarded for severd years with Mr. Woods and his wifein their house
negar the dore. After the deeth of Mr. Woods in 1841, Mr. Boutwell, who had dreedy been made a partner in
the dore, carried on as proprietor until 1855. He o sucosaded Mr. Woods as Groton Postmiadter for severd
monthsin 1841, and in July of that year he married Sarah Addlia Thayer, Sster of Mrs. Woods. In the early
years of their marriage, they resded m asection of the Woods house,

While operating the store, Mr. Boutwell sudied law in the Groton office of Bradford Russdl, routinely
dudying late into the night after the gore dosed for theday. Oneof his first legd jobs was s clerk of
chancary court, irom 1838 to 1840.

George Boutwell entered politics and public lifein his early twenfies. He gave hisfirst public goesch before
the Groton Lyceum in 1837, was dected to the Groton School Commiitteein 1839, and in the same year ran a8
a Tempaance Paty candidate for representative to the Generd Court. In 1840, he ran again, asthe
Democratic party candidate. While hisfirst two atempts to gain Sate office were unsuccessflil, heweas finally
dected, in January, 1842, to what wasto be three teems as State Representative. After abrief hiatus, he saved
four more terms, from 1847 to 1851.

Even after he was dected to the date legidature, Mr. Boutwell held many locd offices. From 1846 to 1851 he
weas Groton's Town Clerk, and was dected Sdectman forfivetarms 1n 1854, and from 1858 to 1863, he agan
saved on the Schoo Committee, and was a Tmdee of the Groton Public Library from 1855to 1860,
resuming the position from 1892 unfil hisdegth in 1905.

(continued)
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Following five more unsuccessful political campaigns—three for Congress and two for govemor, in 1851
George Boutwell was chosen Govemor of Massachusatts m a dose dection that was decided in the gate
legidature by a coalition of Democrats and Free-Soilers. No longer dismissed by his opponents as a mere
"country trader,” during histwo-term tenure as the commonwedth's youngest govemor to date, he echieved the
pessage of many of hislegidative gods. Among them were theinifiafion of the seoret ballot, the establidment
of anglelegidative distncts, and the passage of the M assachusetts Homestead Act.

The Gov. Boutwell Mouse, completed the year he became govemor, wis built on a 2/3-acre house lot divided
out from the former village farm of Dr. Amos Bancroft (1811-1848.) To meke way for the house congmction,
agmdl 18th-centui7 office, which had recently sarved as Dr. Bancroft's medicd office, was sold and moved
aooss the dreet. (The building was later moved again, to Station Avenue, where it was converted to a
dwelling. It was torn down about 1970.) Many years later, m 1873, Gov. Boutwell bought the remaining 35
aores of the Bancroft edate, and had the mam Bancroft house moved off the property, as well. While he
dready owned a 350-acre farm just north and west of the town center, in the two decedes or 0 in which he
owned the Bancroft property it provided Gov. Boutwell, who was dready perhgps Groton's best-known
"gentleman fam:cr,” with abarn and prime agricultura land directly adjacent to his in-town resdence.

The fact that his house was congructed during George Boutwell'sfirst year as govemor may have influenced
the design of the building, & leest on the first gory. Until about 1895, when the reer southeedt addition was
put on, possibly incorporating a library/study, thef rontsouthwest room served as Gov. Boutwd l's sudy, where
he prepared his goeadhes and wrote his books and papars. The broad centra through-hall with its gracefully
swesping darcaseis afitting entiy for diplomatic guests asisthelarge, forma drawing room north of the hall,
which mns from the front to the back of the house. Inwha weas probably the largest reception held inthe
house, in June of 1869 3,000 visitors shook hands with Presdent Ulysses S Grant before the handsome marble
mantel m the drawing room. The granite mounting block a the front end of the north driveway may d<o have
bem intended as much for guestsand their carriages as it wiss for the family.

George Boutwell's ssoond term as govemor ended in 1853, and for the rest of the 1850s he remained dosdly
involved inthe affairs of gate government, commufing by train to Boston both to the state house and to his
private downtown office. He was dected to the date Congtitutional Convention in 1853, sarved as a meamber
of the Massachusatts Board of Education from 1853 to 1863, and was date Secretary of Education from 1855
to 1861. In 1854 to 1856, he advocated for Middlesex County before the Generd Court on the proposed
divison of the county, and in 1859 he adjudicated a Back Bay land digpute between Bogton and the Sate of
Massechusatts  Although he hed never atended college, one agpect of Gov. Boutwell'slifelong interest in
education was his sarvice on the Harvard University Board of Oversearsfrom 1851 to 1860.

(continued)
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In spite of his affiliation with the Democratic party. Gov. Boutwell had dways taken an anti-davery sance
After the Missouri Compromise was repedled, he left the Democrats, and was influentia in organizing the
Republican party in Massachusatts I1n 1860, he was addegate to the Chicago Republican convention that
nominated Abraham Lincoln for Presdent. Asthe Civil War gpproached and the threet of ssoesson reeched
a criss ealy in 1861, he was chosen as a ddegate to the Resoe Convention in Washington. President
Lincoln gppointed him to severd pods, including naming him first Commissoner of the new Department of
Intema Revenue, of which Boutwell was a0 the principal organizer.

Gov. Boutwell resigned asintemal Revenue Commissioner in March, 1863, to assume hisfir stnational
elected office, totheU.S House of Representafives. 1n Congress during the turbulent years of the Civil
War, he supported emancipation and black suffrage, and worked to increase recmitment and improve
armaments for the Union forces. He cameto national attention asan author at thistime, as well, especially
through his articles on Republican matters m the Continental Monthly Magazine.

Gov. Boutwel weas redected to the House in 1864, 1866, and 1868. While serving his third term he

advocated the impeachment of President Andrew Johnson, chaired the Committee to Draft the Articles of

Impeachment, and was one of the saven managa's of the Johnson impeachmeant trial. Inthe difficult years
after the war, he championed the cause of black civil rights, & times with little support from his colleagues.
He was the principal author of the 15th amendment to the Congtitution, and a mgjor contributor to the

writing of the 14th.

Gov. Boutwell atained hishighest-ranking national office under Presdent Ulysses S Grant, who gppointed
him Secretary of the Tressury in 1869. Among hisprincipal achievements in thet office wes the lowering of
the nafiona debt by some $364 miillion. During the gold congpiracy scandd of 1869, in which speculators
hed schemed to force up the price of gold by comering the market. Secretary Boutwell rdeesed $4 miillion of
the government's gold supply, effectively curbing the inflation of gold pnces.

In 1873, Mr. Boutwell resgned his cabinet podt to serve again in Congress, this time as Sanator from

Masschusetts After his Senate term ended, he built on his experiencein Washington by becoming heavily
involved minternational law. Having been admitted to the Suffolk County bar in 1862, and the bar of the
U.S. Suprame Court in 1864, he was aso admitted to the bar of the U.S. Court of Clamsin 1884. Bassd

largely in Washington, from 1880 to 1884 he saved as U.S. counsd before the French and American Clams
Commisson, was Counsd for the Haitian govemment in 1835, Counsd for Hawaii in 1886, and Counsd for
Chile on the Chilean-American Claims Commisson in 1893-18%4.

(continued)
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Toward the end of his long career. Gov. Boutwdl's intemationa experience provided the foundation for his
drong viewson American imperialism. For thelag two decades of hislife, Boutwell wasamajor gookeaman
for the Anti-Imperidist League, and was chosen its Presdent in 1898, sarving until his deeth. He opposd
Presdent William McKinley's actionsin the Philippines and advocated for Philippine independence, taking the
position thet it wes wrong for the U.S. to expand oversses when theri ghtsoffreeddaves a home were still
being denied. In his anguish over the direction of U.S. intemationd policy, in 1902 he | eft the Republican
party, retuming & the end of hislife to the Sde of the Democras

By 1900, Gov. Boutwd | retumed largely to his private law practicein Boston, and was spending more time a
home in Groton and in loca affairs. For severd decades he had owned alarge farm west and north of Groton
ceanter which he cdled Chestnut Hill Farm, and over the years he had become a serious gentleman farmer. For
many years assged by his son, Francis, he maintained a large herd of Ayrshire cattle, grew a variety of crops,
and had devdoped modd orchards of goples and pears He was something of an expert on theraising of pears
in 1830 the Boutwell orchards produced by far the largest crop in Groton. That same year the govemor
marketed the largest amount of milk of any farmer in town, 25,000 galons. Gov. Boutwell sarved as Presdent
of the Graton Farmears and Mechanics Club in 1860, and was one of only a handful of Groton farmers who
were members of the Middlesex Agricultural Society, which hejoined in 1850. Over the years he shared his
knowledge and agncultura expertise by giving numerous talks on various agpects of farming.

He retired from his Bogton law practicein August, 1904, and died six monthslater in Groton. Gov. Boutwell's
lagting legacy is enhanced by the szegblebody of writing heleft behind. Among hiswritten works are three
booksrdated to taxation, including The Tax-Payer's Manual (1865,) an exposition of his political philasophy
entitted Why | am a Republican (1884,) and a st of memoirs published three years before his death.
Reminiscences of Sixty Yearsin Public Affairs (1902.)

Mrs. Boutwell, who hed been an invalid for severd years, died in 1903, and upon the govemor's degth, the
house came into the possession of their daughter, Georgianna Adelia Boutwell (1843-1933.) All of the
Boutwell family members were interested in the history of Groton, andin 1894, Georgianna, with the aid and
support of her brother, Francis, became the driving force in the founding of the Groton Historical Society. An
exfremdy active early histonca society, by the end of itsfirst year the new organization had 150 mambers Its
first Presdent wes the town historian. Dr. Samud A. Green, whose permanent residence wiss in Boston.
Francis Boutwell, as Vice-Presdent until his degth in 1910, presded & mog of the medfings The
acknowledged founder of the organizafion, however, was "Miss Georgiannd' Boutwell. Although the medtings
were held a the Town Hall and other public locations, from the society’s inception the Boutwell Housewes a
frequent dte for its gatherings and events, and both genarations of the family were heavily involved in the
dety's activities, in November of 1894, for indance. Gov. Boutwell ddlivered alectureto the members on
"The Shede and Omamentd Trees mthe Village of Groton,” m which he included an account of setting out

(continued)
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tress on hisown property prior to the constmction of the house 1n June of 1895, the sodiety hogted the annud
field day and dinner of the Boston Society of Antiquity at the Boutwell House. Francis Boutwell ddivered a
Foeach, Georgianna gave aguided tour of the ex-govermor's "mangon house" and their father gave an " off-
hand talk," mosly dedling with agricultural topics.

Today, Georgianna Boutwell is remembered as the principal founder and pafron of both the Historical Sodiety
and the Groton Woman's Club. The Woman's Club was organized & ameseting in the Boutwell Housein
1913, and Miss Georgianna wias itsfirst Presdent.  She bequesthed the family home to the Historical Society
in her will, and severd years after her death in 1933, the sodiety directors had the rear part of the house
remodded for two gpatmentswhich still continue to provide a Seedy sream of income to the organization.
Since 1939, the Historical Society has operated the building as its heedquarters and as amussum of archival
materid and artifacts rdated to the history of Groton, together with awedth of Boutwell family memorabilia
In the 1960s aone-dory building wes congdmcted behind the house to accommodate the overflow of the
sodey's collections. The museum is open to the public on Sundays during the summer, for groups by
appointment, and quarterly for programs that are open to mambers and to the wider community. The Society
publishes anewdetter and historical booklets, and offers goecid educationd programs to fourth grade school
children and their teechers. The organization presently hes over 160 members

Archaeological Sigiilticancc

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Groton are poorly understood, any surviving Stes
could be significant. Native American dtesin this areamay contribute important information thet identifies
the role and importance of upland/interior Stesin generd and the role Stes dong tributary Sfreams of the
NashualMerrimack River drainage played in the loca/regiona Nafive subsgence and sttlement sysems
Ancient dtesin thisareacould be part of alarger, possbly ssesond settlement network of Stes based dong the
NashuaRiver, the Merrimack River or part of agpedidized adgptation to loca environments in the uplands and
Worcester Plateeu region.

Higtoric archaeologica resourcesidentified above may contributeimportant information relating to the overal
history of land ue a the Boutwell House property and in Groton from the 18* through 20* centuries.
Higtorical and archaeologicd evidence may contribute information that identifies the nature and extent of
agricultura activities on the property, especidly as these activitiesrdate to devdopment of gentlemen farming
a thisgte and in Groton. Important information may d<o exigt relating to the medical professon and hedth
cae mthe 19" century. Structurd evidence of bams and outbuildings may identify the extent that agricultura
activities were present on the property mthe 18+ century and their relationship, if any, to the 19* century
village farm of Dr. Amaos Bancroft. Stmcturd evidence from the 18+ century office building thet later sarved
asthe medicd office for Dr. Bancroft may contribute information thet identifies the architectural details of 18
and 19* century professona buildings. Stmctural evidence and assodated artifacts may identify exactiy when
the officebuilding was condructed and itsrdationship to earlier residential use of the property. Detailed
andyds of the contents from occupationd relaed features assodiated with different occupations on the
property may contribute infonnation that identifiesearlier functions of the office building prior to itsuse as

(continued)
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amedicd office. Similar evidence may aso contribute detailed information on medicd activities that occurred
a the officeand 19" century medicd technologies Stmctura evidence from agricultural related outbuildings
combined with the andlyd's of occupationd rdated features may contribute detailed information rdated to the
types of agriculture and husbandry conducted on the property and rdated technologies. Thisinformation may

increese our understanding of the soope of Gentleman Farming on the Boutwell House property and in Groton
during the 19" century

(end)
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UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1.19 289070 4720300
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Anne Forbes, Consultant; with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director. MHC
organization® Massachusetts Historical Commission date October, 2004
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard , telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts zipcode 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

REBRPREOWIEitem at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Groton Historical Society

street & number 172 Main Street telephone (978) 448-6073 (Bayard
Underwood, Bd. of Directors)

city or town Groton state MA _ zip code 01450
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properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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9. MAJORBIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, cont.
Govemment Documents

United States government
Fedard Census-agricultural schedules 1870, 1880; population (household) schedule--!860.

Commonwedth of Massachusatts
Massachusatts Histoncal Commission. Survey of Historical and Architectural Resources,
Groton, Mass Boston: MassachussttsHistorica Commisson, 1960s-1970s

Maps and alasss

Beas F.W. Atlasof Middlesex County, Massachusetts. New York: FW. Bears 1875.

Waker, GeorgeH. & Co. Atlasof Middlesex County, Massachusetts Boston:  1889.
(End)

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verba Boundary Description
The boundaries of the Gov. Boutwell House property & 172 Main Strest, Groton, are those recorded and

shown on Groton Asesor'sMap 113, Parcd 3.

Boundary Justification

The property boundary includes the entire .88-acre parcd on which the Boutwell House islocated, and
comprises the ongma 2/3-acre parcd on which the house wes built, together with an adjoining strip of
land to the north which weas acquired by the Boutwells in 1873.

(End)
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RESOURCE COUNT

C = contributing; NC = non-contributing
B =building, O = dyect; S = gSte

S =dructure
MAP# NAME OR DESCRIPTION DATE STATUS TYPE
1 Gov. George S Boutwell House 1851 C B
2 musaum gorage building ca 1962 NC B
3 retaining wall ca 1851 C @)
4 hitching/gatepost ca 1851 C 0]
5 mounting blockca. 1851 C 0]
TOTAL RESOURCE COUNT: Contributing Non-contributing
BUILDINGS 1 1
STRUCTURES 0
OBJECTS 30
STES 0

TOTAL: 4 TOTAL: 1
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PHOTOGRAPHS
— all photographs by Anne Forbes, 2002
~ all negatives in possesson of the photographer

8 X 10" photographs
1 Gov. George S Boutwell House, 172 Main &t.: view southeest

2. Gov. George S Boutwell House, 172 Main &.: view northeast

3. Gov. George S Boutwell House, 172 Main &.: main facade

4. Gov. George S Boutwell House, 172 Main S.: view southwest

5. Gov. George S Boutwell House, 172 Main &t.: esdt reaxr dlevation
Supplementary interior photographs (3 12 x 57)

6. Star hall, looking et

7. Drawing room, looking southwest

8. Drawing room fireplace

9. Parlor/study, looking southeest

10. Parlor/study, looking southwest

11. Dining room, looking west

12. Butler's pantry, looking southeest

13. Kitchen, looking eedt

14. Northwest chamber, looking south

15. Nursery, looking northeest

16. Sewing room, looking eedt toward stair hall
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The Commonwealth of Massachusatts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

October 19, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places /
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed pleese find the following nomination form:
Gov. George Boutwell House, 172 Main &., Groton (Middlesex), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Higtoric Presarvaion Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy S
National Regigter Director
M assachusetts Histoncal Commission

enclosure

(0 01 Ame Forbes presarvaion conaultant
Groton Higtorica Sodety
Issbd Bed, Groton Historicd Commission
George Dillon, Board of SHedtmen
Caadyn Paking Aanning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470'Fax: (617) 727-5128
www .state.ma.us/sec/mhc



