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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Croixsyde is located on a small point of land on the St. Croix River eight miles 
north of Stillwater, The house was designed in 1922 by Chilson D. Aldrich who 
specialized in log cabins. It is a large rectangular, two-storey house of log con­ 
struction. Each one of the Ponderosa pine logs was hand-fitted.

The house has a full basement and measures 70 by 45 feet. The full front, one- 
storey porch on the south side adds another 16 feet to the width. The porch was 
originally open but has since been screened in. The roof is gabled with eaves that 
extend out over the second storey balconies found on the east and west ends of the 
house.

The front door is centrally placed on the north side of the house and is sheltered 
by a pent roof supported by struts anchored at either side of the door. The window 
placement on all four facades is symmetrical. The original one-storey open porch on 
the east side of the front facade has been enclosed.

The interior arrangement of rooms is symmetrical. The front door leads into a 
centrally positioned living room two storeys in height with a balastraded gallery at 
the second storey level. A massive stone fireplace and chimney are located at one 
end of the living room. A double stairway at the opposite end of the living room leads 
to the second floor gallery and four bedrooms.

The interior walls and ceilings reflect the log construction with all of the log 
surfaces exposed. All of the interior fittings such as light fixtures, hinges, door 
handles, fireplace hardware, and even ashtrays were individually hand-crafted of 
wrought iron. Originally most of the furnishings were also handmade of birch and 
ironwood in keeping with the rustic feeling of the house. Only a few of these pieces 
remain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Croixsyde was the summer residence of Benjamin B. Sheffield. It is one of the early 

summer residences on the St. Croix River and is significant for its architecture.

Benjamin B. Sheffield established Sheffield Elevators in Minneapolis and was also the 
president of the Big Diamond Milling Company. Before he retired, his interest ranked 
third largest in the flour and grain business in the country. In 1922 he bought fifty 
acres of land on the St. Croix River and had architect Chilson D. Aldrich design a house.

Aldrich, who specialized in log cabins, designed a large, rectangular house measur­ 
ing seventy by forty-five feet out of logs. The ponderosa pine used in the building was 
brought in from Oregon, and every log was hand-fitted. Three master carpenters supervised 
the work which took four years to complete. The interior furnishings and fittings were 
hand-fashioned in keeping with the rustic feeling of the house.

A generating plant was built on the property, making Croixsyde one of the earliest 
rural homes in Minnesota to have electricity. All the wiring was done through the 
center of the logs so that it could not be seen on the interior surface.

The stream which ran through the property was dammed, and two trout ponds were 
created, of which only one remains. A stone hatchery was built for the breeding of trout 
and is still extant but now part of neighboring property.

Sheffield sold the house and property in 1948, and the second owner subdivided the 
land for a housing development called Croixside. Croisxyde, the original Sheffield 
house, and two acres of property were bought by the present owners in 1969,
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