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| 1. Town W or cester

Address Barber Avenue

John Woodman Higgins Armory
Name Musaum

" Present u2 comraercial offices and

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") museum
Staple to left side of form
Photo number Timstees of John
" Present omner  Woodman Higgins Armors
Musaum
3. Description:
Dae 1930
\ ZB-i-i'Al AJ -icLkf.:. “" Source "ee Bibliography - reverse
Roll 18 St le~enient8 of International Style

ri. , ' s

4. Mip. ' Draw sketch of building location * Architect Joseph D, Leland of Boston

In relati 0 nearest cross streets and
' other | u?l%l}ngs. _hrjﬁcate north: _,_t','M'm. N Exterior wall fabric " St«®I glass
o, [, f S (ol o e-Vv. - "H"- outbuildings (desct*befnone''--r”'
0 ilirphyj. LR S ) 'XO0.. .. * ovVerrSpizard PiYetd used
U LRI Other features *8 decoration, neo-

classical entry7~~appl3”idrdecoratrv€
L medallions of steel at comice,
' ’ .. Jangled entry bay sxirmomted at the

*'Aoot A" comice by a mock suit of armory tt
coiTJorate symbol of Worcester t*ressed Steel Co,
0 ' e'e_esAltered * "-no N-Daet -
woif e npliinra uuii (" A- Miav e rt>rfd*/e>e £ Moved  NMee-NMN"ANQ! Dae
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A _ Ore acre or less Over one acre
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Approximate distance of building from street
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. : Wor cester Pressed Steel Conpany
7, Original owner (if known) A

Original use offices and museum
Subssquent uses (if any) and dates same

N 8. Themes (check as many as agppUcable)

..Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural V- Education Religion
Architectural " n Exploration/ Science/

The Arts . A settlement invention
Commerce Industry n Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

' TheH gzi ns Arnory consists of an "L" plan building of four-storey
hei ght bui I n 1930 f or the Wrcester Pressed Steel any, whose
resi dent was John Vdodnan Hi ggi ns. & steel frame construction, the
i ggins Arnory i s believed tohave been the first building inthe United
States tohav.e an exterior constructed entio-ely of stee|] and glass. At
the tine of the building's construction there existed w despread doubts
-.about thesafety of a steel exterior; the nost promnent fear being that
the expansion and contraction of the steel would shatter the nany gl ass
Wi ndows. Despite fears, the building was opened on January 12, 1931> at
which tine the offices of the Wrcester Pressed Steel Conpany occupi ed
- the lower two floors, while theJohn Vdodnan H ggi ns Arnory Miuseum occu-
pied the toptwo floors, o,

A Theorigins of the Acnory Miseumtrace back tothechil dhood of John
V@odnan Hi ggi ns, thesonof MIton Higgins, apromnent |ocal industrialist
and educatoro Having shown a hi gh degree of inventiveness early in his
life, John H ggins becane interested I nthe manufacture of steel. | n 1902
H ggins and hrs father bought the Wrcester Ferrule & Manufacturing Gonpany; '
whi ch becane t he Wrcester Pressed Steel Gonpany. [n 1905t he corapany
noved from Mai n Street where Barber Avenue where Hi g%l ns devel oped a
evariety of atajnpins processes toreplace earlier nmethods of casting steel,

e« During Wrld Vér | the conpany shifted from the manufacture of bicycle
and autonobile parts tothe production of weapons. Varying its production
fromtine totine, the cobpany remained i nexistence until the1970s,

(cont.)
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
Worcester Historical Society, Educational Pile,cHiggins Museum.
Sxxnday Telegram. " 11/16/1930, Section 5, P.l (description of building

nearing completion)

* "Craftsmanship in Steel: The John Woodman Higgins Armory in Worcester,"
The Newcomen Society in America. Princeton University
Press, 1956,
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9.

Wiile Higgins was developing his interest inthe nodern manufacture
of steel parts, he became increasingly interested in past metal work,
particul suMy in suits of armor. Later, upon the advice of Bashford Dean
who devel oped the arnory collection of the Metropolitan Muiseumof Art,

H ggi ns purchased eight suits of arnmor fromthe collection of George Jay
Goul'd, a purchase which forned the core of H ggins' early collection.

In 1927 H ggins nade an extensive trip to Europe both to visit arnory
collections and to buy itens for his omn collection. By 1928 Hi ggins'
collection had outgrown the space available inhis hone at 80 WITiam
Street and the plan to open a public imseumwas forned.

In 1929-1930 Joseph Leland, a Boston architect, was hired to design
a conbi ned of fi ce-nuseumbuil ding i nwhich both the col lection of arnor
and nodem nanufactured products could be displayed, Higgins intended
the nuseum"to conprise an historical l[ibrary and a collection of objects
|||ustyat|n? the progress of the art of netal working fromits earliest
beginnings to the present time," A strong advocate of inproved industrial
de3|ﬂn, i ggins intended that visitors to the nuseumhave direct access
to the conpany's manufacturing plant and to exhibit nmodem objects which
woul d "inspire industrial craftsnmen,” H ggins was also active in encouraging
fine arts nuseuns to exhibit well-designed everyday objects.

Sonewhat i n contrast to the nmodernity of Higgins' ideas about industrial
design, the nuseums interior i s constructed”f stone and plaster formng
hi gh poi nted-arch vaults, based on "PrinzEugen's castle i nHohenwerfen,
Austria" fromwhich part of the collection had cone. Continued acquisition
has nade the Hi glgl ns Arnory collection one of tha largest private collec-
tions inthe world, containingnore than 157 suits of arnor and Ii.,000
related objects.

Both the exceptional .quality of the nuseums collection and the tani que-
ness of the Arnory Buil ding as an exanple of early nodern architecture
warrant the I|st|n% of this property on the National Register of Historic
Pl aces, even though the building i sslightly less than tifty years ol d.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



