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The Ammi R. Mitchell House of Yarmouth, Maine is a very fine early Federal
style residence which dates from ¢.1800. It is a large rectangular frame build-
ing with steeply-pitched hip roof, covered today with asphalt shingles, four white-
washed brick chimneys which reflect the center-hall plan, white clapboard siding:.
and a granite foundation. A rear ell with central chimmey consists of one and a
half stories with double dormer windows.

The main facade of the house, which faces south is five bays wide, the central
bay of which is flanked by two-story doric pilasters. The central entrance is sur-
mounted by a wooden arch with keystone; this arch frames a graceful fan-light. The
panelled door is flanked by sidelights and doric pilasters. The first-story windows
carry entablatured lintels, unlike the simpler second~story windows., All windows
are six-over-six.

The sides of the main part of the house have comparable windows and are three
bays wide. In the west .elevation the central second-story window has been clapboarded
over; and in the east elevation the northern first-story window has been eliminated.
All windows are flanked by louvered shutters.

The ell, which extends northward from the main part of the house, has seen minor
recent modifications specifically the addition on its west side of a three-sash
mullioned window, six lights per sash, and a smaller two-sash window, one light to
each side of vertical mullion. These 20th-century alterations, however, are taste=
ful, and do not detract from the historic appearance of the house.. .

The Ammi R. Mitchell House is a textbook example of Maine's early Federal arch-
itecture, with its steep hip roof and subtle classical details. This, and the fact
that it is in a very fine state of preservation, make it a worthy candidate for the

National Register.
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A classic example of Federal styling, the Ammi R. Mitchell House is important
not only as a well preserved example of early Maine architecture, but also as the
home of two noteworthy Yarmouth citizens.

Dr. Ammi R. Mitchell, born in 1762, was an early leader in Yarmouth.

Respected -

as a practicing physician, he was also active in town improvement and was instrum—
ental in getting the Union Wharf built in 1796 so that Yarmouth could be used as a

port.

$150, and was one of the two largest stockholders in the Academy.
on the first board of trustees for the Academy, and later was president of that board

for 2 years.
of the First Church in 18Q3.
Legislature, and was elected State Senator in 1808. He died in 1824.

He was the largest of the original donors to North Yarmouth Acadmey, giving
Dr. Mitchell was

He was an orator in the North Yarmouth fraternity in 1802, and Deacon

Dr. Mitchell served ten terms in the Massachusetts

A later owner of the Mitchell House, Dr. Eleager Burbank was asked to fill the
vacancy left in Yarmouth hy the death of Dr. Gad Hitchcock, Burbank filled the need

in 1838, leaving a 22-year old practice that had established his reputation.

Burbank

had started that reputation for diligence and honor by walking 10Q miles to Dartmouth
College to begin his undergraduate education.

College, and returned to Poland, Maine to practice.

He then received an M.D. at Harvard
In 29 years of service to Yar—

mouth as a skilled and intelligent physician, he also found time to be moderator of
the annual town meetings, serve in the Maine Senate, in 1857-58, and be Deacon of

the Congregational Church for 16 years.

He died in 1876.

As the home of two such notable community leaders and as an architectural
monument, the Mitchell House is an important local landmark.
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