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Snansea, Mass. MRA
Town S/HINHA

Address Stevens Road at Bark Street
Historic Kane Bark Street School
e:  Present el enentary school
Original primary school

CES(R PTT ON

Date 1905

Source School Committee Report for 1905
Style Col oni al Revi val
Architect Louis G Destrenps & Son

Exterior \ll Fabric shingle

Qut bui I di ngs none

Major Alterations {with dates)
ca. 1930 — shingled rear addition

Condi tion excel | ent
Moved Dat e
| ess than one acre of total
Acr eage 6"-acre | ot
Setting open | ot with playgrounds in
rear — building situated close to street

Recorded by K Flynn, K Valente/K Broomner
Organi zation Saansea Historical Comm ssion

Date My 1986/ Cct ober 1989



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRKERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

Bark Street School possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, and association. | tmeets Criterion Conthelocal level as a
wel | -preserved exanple of a Col onial Revival school house with a synpathetic
addition at the rear.

ARCH TECTURAL S GNH CANCE  Describe inmportant architectural features andevaluate i nterms of
other buildingswithin the corranunity.

Bark Street School i stheonly frame Col onial Revival school in Saansea, atown

dom nated by brick school buildings. Theoriginal two-room center-hall school house

of 1905 has a conpatible rear additionof two classroons designed ca. 1930. Qnestory
with a cobblestone foundation, continuous shingled walls, and ahipped roof, theschool is
capped with a square cupola with [ouvered openings and a pyramdal roof. Theinfluenceof
the Prairie style is suggested byt hel owhorizontal |ines, wde eave overhang, and bands
of windows ontheside elevations. All wi ndows contain 6/ 5 doubl e-hung sash. The center
entry with round-arched transomis shiel ded by a shed-roof overhang onoversized triangular
knee : Dbraces. Therear addition, which incorporates design elenents of theoriginal
building, differs from theoriginal only i nitsconcrete foundation.

HSTARCAL SANHCANCE Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state history and how t he
building relates tothedevel opment of the comiunity.

The ol dest continuously used school building in Saansea, Bark Street School was built
during aperiod of rapid suburbanization inthesoutheastemsection of town in the
early 20th century. Thefirst school onthesite (present onan 1895 map) was sold for
$40. 00, nmoved around t he comer of Stevens Road t oBark Street, and converted for use
as aresidence. The School Departnent's Buil ding Coomttee abandoned t heidea of
replacing theearlier school with another one-room school house, settling instead on a
two- cl assroom design in anticipation of future devel opnent in the surrounding

nei ghborhood. Theschool was designed by Louis G Destrenps & Sonand built by

Edgar W Hardy for $2880. 00.

Bark Street School was one of ten school houses i n Saansea at thetinme of its
construction. Intended as a primary school for a naxi num of 80 pupils. Bark Street
School proved t o be of inadequate size by the 1920s, when roughly 2100 primry and
grammar school students occupied the building. Thelarge rear addition, simlarin
design, scale, and materials t othe 1905 building, was constructed ca . 1930.

Verbal Boundary Justification; Theschool building occupies only afraction of the 6.25-acre
lot. Thenomnation extends only tothe open area immediately surrounding the school,
conprising less than one acre. The balance of the property consists of playfields devel oped
later i nthe20th century, and woodl ot.

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or FEHFEHRENES

Hel en Pierce interview, Saansea, 2/88.
Bristol County atlas (Everts &Richards), 1895.
Annual Reports of theTown Officers of t he Town of Saansea. 1904 and 1905.
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