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1. Name of Property

historic name The \Vendone and the St. |ves

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 17-19. 21-23 Chandler Street WI/A| not for publication
city, town Worcester Nj” vicinity
state Massachusetts  code MA county Worcp<;tpr code 027 zip code 01608

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
n?l private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I Ipublic-local I I district 2 0 buildings
I Ipublic-State I | site AN sites
I | public-Federal I Istructure n structures
I 1 object e objects
0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Worcester MRA listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Piaces and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my o”nion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
VagrAir » TdA"Pw” . nAn
Signature of certifying official Executlve Director, Massachusetts Historical Conitrt'Ssion;

State Historic Preservation Offirpr
Stale or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
R™Mlentered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.
I ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. YU See continuation sheet.
I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
I lother, (explain:)

signature of the Keeper Date of Action



The Vendone and the St. lves, Wrcester M
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic / Multiple Dwelling Domestic / Multiple Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Granite, Brick, Rubblestone

Late 19th Century Revival / Classical Revival walls Brick
roof
other Copper, Sandstone, Brownstone
Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The St. Ives and the Vendone, separated by a conmon courtyard, arevery close
to identical inexterior appearance. (SeePhoto 1). Both arefive t¥>

stories tall, flat roofed, masonry structures built onrusticated
granite-faced brick and rubbl estone foundations. The primary facades
(including the first 8 feet of secondary sidewalls) arefaced in a buff- to
terracotta-colored tapestry (or yellow mottle Ronman) brick set ina

reddi sh-brown colored nortar, while the remaining elevations are conposed of
common red brick. The detailing of the facades i s executed in an eclectic
version of theClassical Revival style generally popular at theturn of the
century. The facades resolve in boldly scaled copper-clad bracketed overhangs.

The St. lves and The Vendone stand as a pair of nearly identical structures
am dst an area of the southern end of downtown Wrcester presently
characterized by gradually reversing urban decay. Although the surrounding
nei ghbor hood shows signs of renewal, the nost noticeable elements of whichare
the subject buildings and t heformer hotel Aurora, i tremains onelacking i n
any cohesive architectural or urban planning identity.

The two buildings front on Chandler Street. The Vendone, easterly of the two,
is flanked t othe east by a former restaurant "diner" of radically different
scale and age. Adjacent totheSt. Ives tothe west is alarge concrete
moving and storage warehouse dating tothe early 20th century. \Wile simlar
in massing t othe subject properties, this warehouse |acks any significant
exterior detail andis thus not considered t oconplenent the Vendone or St.
lves.

Adjacent tothe rear or north side of each buildingis a parking | ot and trash
collection area fronting on Austin Street, and across Austin Street ina
northerly direction, | i erubble-strewn vacant [ots between Mirray Avenue and
lrving Street.

South of t hesubject buildings is the Aurora Hotel, with a one-story ca. 1980

pizzeria lying between them To the southwest | i eadditional vacant lots as
far as t heborder of the Wellington Street HistoricDistrict (NR1980).

fy] See continuation sheet
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The central portions of the three-bay facades are flanked by projecting copper
bays and dominated by recessed front entries. The entries i n each case
consi st of a recessed flight of granite steps under a flat sandstone lintel
bearing the name of the building i ncarved block letters supported by
Romanesque-style consoles. The steps lead to a sheltered stoop and a doorway
of recent addition i nNeo-Victorian design. Originally, both buildings had
vestibules with a double set of single doors flanked by sidelights set over
recessed panels. The steps are flanked at the St. Ives by 1/1 rectangul ar
sidelight windows to conpensate for the St. lves' broader facade. @ the
second through fifth floors above the entries, large 1/1 wood sash w ndows are
found. The wi ndows are paired at the St. Ives i norder to, once again, make
up for the St. lves' broader facade. Al | of the windows are trinmmed with
dressed sandstone lintels with pronounced keystones.

h either side of these central bays are identical full length, copper-clad
oriels supported at their base by granite consoles protruding fromthe

buil dings' foundations. The spandrels of the copper oriels are decorated with
deeply enbossed panels and foliate and swag designs. The w ndows of the
oriels are flanked with sinple incised pilasters.

The first eight feet of the secondary sidewallsextend the decorative motifs
found on the buildings' main facades. The |ine of demarcation between primry
and secondary facades is found at the far side of the buildings'

chi meys—perhaps the nost exuberant elenments of the buildings' exteriors, a
composition of tapestry brick, panel brick, and brownstone trim courses.

In addition, tw brownstone tablets are found on the Vendome—ene | ocated on
the west chimey depicts a log cabin; the other on the east chimey, depicts a
lion with his paw resting on a shield bearing the words "Place Vendore."

These curious decorative additions to the buildings are out of keeping with
the overall architectural scheme and were possibly included at the request of
the devel oper, for each seens to have sone personal association. This cannot
be establishedbut the contrast between the hunble | og cabin i nthe wilderness
and the "haute couture" of Paris' Place Vendone may be a reflection of the
owners' rise from hunble beginnings to a place of wealth, prestige, and

worl dly sophistication i ntumof-the-century Worcester.

Secondary el evationsare conposed of common red brick walls interrupted
periodically by red brick chimey piers and punctured with five or six stories
of rhythmically arranged 1/1 wood sash windows with sinple segmented brick
relieving arches and sandstone sills. The secondary elevationsresolveina
corbelled brick entablaturefromwhich energe a nunber of tall, thin

chimeys. Both buildings have wood porch additions on their exterior
sidewalls. The Vendone at 17-19 Chandler also has a porch addition attached
to itsrear elevation. These wood porches are strictly utilitarian in
character.

(continued)
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Interior trimincludes nmosaic tile flooring in the front hallways, an
exceptional cast- and wrought-iron elevator enclosure at 21-23 Chandl er
Street, four-panel wood hinged and pocket doors, built-in china closets.
Classical Revival crown noldings on door and w ndow enframements and doubl e
mantel s, with decorative ceramc tile inlays. FEven the original claw-foot
bat htubs survive intact. , . - .y

Extent O Rehabilitation

The rehabilitation carried out between 1985 and 1987 by M Iestone Properties
Corp. included the retentionof nearly every aspect of original construction,
except for mechanical systens and kitchen appliances.

The Mendone fl oorplan was retained exactly as original, with only m nor

modi fications, such as the change from double entry doors to a single entry
door to neet firecode. Every piece of woodwork was retained, as were al nost
all w ndow sash, stairs, and even the original elevator (no Ionger functional)

Rehabilitation of the St. lves involved only very mnor changes, including
addition of only one partition per apartment in the former kitchen area. Three
of five original doors |eading the public corridor from the two apartments at
each |evel of the buildingwere elimnated. The doors thenselves were al |
reused to replace md-20th century doors, installed as replacements at various
points inthe units during the past quarter century when the occupancy had
caused the nmost physical distressto the building. As inthe case of the
Vendone, all nechanical systenms inthe St. Ives were replaced.

In both buildings, the rehabilitation involved the retentionof origina
claw-foot bathtubs, sliding pocket doors separating front and back parlors,
glazed tile fireplace surrounds, butler's pantry cabinets, matchboard kitchen
wai nscotting, and nunerous other interior details. All stairs were also
retained for continued use.

The Vendone (1898) and The St. lves (ca. 1898) are anong the best preserved
turn-of-the-century brick apartment buildings i nwhat was once a |arge
residential apartment district extending from Main to Wellington to Chandl er
Streets i n Wrcester, |-lassachusetts, the Commonweal th's second |argest city
The buildings were designed by a locally promnent architectural firmfor a
wel | -known devel oper and are cited by contenporary sources as being the first
buildings to nmeet the denmand for nodern apartnent houses i n downt own
Wrcester "7,

The MVendone and St. lves retain integrity of location, design, materials,
association, and workmanship and neet criteria A and C of the National
Regi ster of Historic Places on the Local |evel.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

VWiile no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded onthe property, it i s
possible that sites arepresent. Qe known site is reported I n close

proximty (within onemle) tothe property. 1In general, however, the
potential for significant archaeological renmains, either prehistoric or
historic, islowasaresult of small | ot size andtheinpacts of building

construction onthe | ot .

(end)
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The Vendome and the St.

8. Statement of Significance

lves, Worcester, MA

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally

Applicable National Register Criteria E A [XIC

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~ A \YJB Q C

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
Architecture
Coflinunity Planning & Development
Social History

Significant Person

ti/A.

O statewide

[T] locally
I |D

NFEO |G

Period of Significance

ca 1898-1939

Significant Dates

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Barker, Albert A & Nourse.
Hal |, Judson W

Vlter B

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

During the second half of thel9th century, as Wrcester's industries were

increasing i nnunber and prosperity,

the city's population grewrapidly. As

thousands of workers sought t onake their hones near their places of

enpl oynent (within wal ki ng di stance or near a trolley), residential

occurred i nall the central sections

A d nei ghbor hoods,

expansi on
of the city. P

such as the Wodl and Street area near Clark University,

becane nore densely popul ated, while outlying areas t othe north and west were
expanded by new | ower density subdivisions of single-famly or dupl ex hores.

Anong these new subdi vi sions was the

Hanmond Hei ght's section of Wrcester and

the WIlianms and Cedar Street area near H mPark.

By the end of the century, rising land values i ncentral

\Wr cest er

nei ghbor hoods, and particularly i nthe Main South area (where val ues were
triple those of outlying areas), necessitated the construction of
hi gh-density, multiple-famly housing i nthe formof three deckers and |arge

apartment bl ocks.
\Wrcester until

1924,

| n nunerous instances, due toa |ack of zoning controlsi n
lots that previously held only single-fam |y houses were

cleared and newmulti-story apartnent buildings were erected.

The maj or design force behind the devel opnent of apartnent

blocks i n t he

Main-South area inthemdtolate 19th century was the architectural firmof

Bar ker and Nourse, active i nWrcester from1880t o 1920.

The firms principal, Albert A Barker
Mexi co,
Hanpshire) at a young age.
offices of a patent attorney and specialized i npatent draw ng.

(1853-1905), was born i n Guadal aj ar a,
but noved t o Wrcester with his parents (whowere originally from New
He spent the early days of his career i nthel aw

Bar ker

resided i nWrcester on Chatham Street, was a Republican, and was a nenber and

three-time President of the Wircester Mechani cs Associ ation.

m See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

fx| See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

CXl pt*eliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested HPCA #11136 MA, 11137 MA fx| State historic preservation office
I Ipreviously listed in the National Register | |Other State agency
| Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register | | Federal agency
n designated a National Historic Landmaric I ILocal government
I Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I I'University
Survey # e other
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Soecify reoository:
Record # MaSsachusétts Historical Commission
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property  Less than one acre
UTM References
ALLLIJ 1216181610.01 14i618i2lli7i0l B L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
C L J L J L DUJ I J L

| 1See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The nomination follows the property boundaries. See attached maps.

| 1See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

gpgpebr%ndaries foll ow property lines which are historically associated with the

| |See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Betsy FriP<lber'), NR Dirprtnr with American Landmarks Assoc.
organization Massachusetts”® historical Coiiini«;«;inn riat» @etoher. 1989
street & number Boylston Street telephone  fil7»7?7-8/17n

city ortown  Boston state MA zip code

02116
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In 1880 Barker entered into his successful partnership with Walter B Nourse
(1854-1906), a fellownenber of the Church of the Unity,

Under t hefirm nane of Barker and Nourse, thetwo architects arecredited with
designing thefollowi ngbuildings i n Wrcester's Min-South area:

36 Wellington Street ca. 1886 (denolished)
718 Main Street (The Boynton) ca. 1887

720 Main Street (The W ndsor) ca.| 888

17 Vel lington Street ca. 1889 (denolished)
25 Vel lington Street ca. 1889

Corner of Main & Haomond ( The Evans) ca. 1892 .,

49 Austin Street (The Russell) ca. 1894 /

These buil dings aretypical of the high-quality residential construction of
the late 19th century and several, by benefit of their proximty t oeach other
and the undisturbed streetscape, have been placed on the National Register of
Historic Places as part of the Wellington Street Historic District.

These earlier Barker and Nourse buildings (typically owner-occupied) are
generally fromfour tosix stories high, oftenwith the first story
incorporated into a raised basenent of rusticated browstone or granite. The
front entrance is framed i n nmassive semcircular arches resting on squat
colums, generally in the Ronmanesque Revival Style popularized by H H

Ri chardson. Decorative brick and stone work was often |avished on the sides
of the buildings that faced thestreet, while the |ess conspicuous elevations
were generally finishedin plainmsonry. Special pressed and colored brick
was utilized inthe primry facade while the less inportant sides were
conposed of common redbrick laid in stretcher-bond. A carved stone tablet
bearing the nane of the building, generally set into thefacade above the
doorway, was the central ornamental thene of a typical apartment building from
the period.

Decorative facade treatment was usually continued for a fewfeet back fromt he
front corners of the building where a projecting chimey marked t hetransition
fromthe enbellished facade t othesinple nmasonry side walls.

Several "inprovenents i n convenience and sanitary conditions, such as electric
bells and speaking tubes and new arrangnents for disposing of ashes,” were
incorporated into these newbuildings. These amenities were attractive

to mddl e- and managerial -cl ass tenants—any of whomrented one or two roons
of their apartnents t o boarders.

Fromthe md 1890s until early in the 20th century, buildinginthe area
general |y consisted of |arger apartment blocks built primarilyas real estate

(continued)
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investments. Such late buildingswere typically Classical Revival in design.
Anong t he Barker and Nourse buildings designed i nthis period arethe Aurora
Hotel (NR 1988), theSt. Ives, and t he Vendone, al | built ca 1898. O the
three, theVendome and t he St. lves, built by Judson W Hall, a local real
estate agent and specul ator active i ntheChandler Street area from 1860-1910,
on alot that had contained his house, areparticularly well preserved.

Hal |, according tohis obituary i ntheWrcester Tel egram was born i n Oxford,
Massachusetts. At an early age Hall noved t o Wrcester and began work as a
machinist. Hall was married twice, but sired only one child: a son, GCeorge,
who worked with his father i nthereal estate business.

By "shrewd investment of savings and study of thereal estate situation,"?"A
Hal | becane, over a fifty-year period, a |arge holder of property i n the
Chandl er Street area. These holdings included a house and barn at 15 Chandl er
Street, a one-half interest i n21-23 Chandler Street, and a seven-eighths
interest i n17-19, 97, and 103 Chandler Street. At thetime of his death,
these hol dings had a value of nore than $100, 000.

In building theVendone and t he St. Ives, Hall was, according t o contenporary
sources, "the first tonmeet thedenand for nodern apartment houses[in
Worcester]. "M~  Hisbuildings, as graphically depicted i nt he Vendorne's
unusual brownstone decorations, symbolize theprogression made i nresidential
devel opnent from what one commentator of his day described as, "the days
(when) t hehardy pioneer staked out his holding and constructed thelowly | og
cabin for his owm famly alone, (tothepresent year of grace when thereal
estate magnate) erects magnificent palaces costing thousands of dollars and
providing comfortable homes for thousands of that |arge class of prosperous
people, thenature of whose business does not permt themt heoccupation of
per manent hones, and yet places within their reach all theconforts and
luxuries of a well appointed dwelling. "Me'e" AN

At the Vendone, that "large class of prosperous people" included two editors,
two clerks, twodressmakers, a chiropodist, a watchmaker, and an insurance
agent. » A

In 1902 t hefirm of Barker and Nourse was dissolved. After thedissolution of
the partnership, Barker practicedindependently from an office on Main Street
under thefirm nane Al bert A Barker, Architect and Solicitor of Patents,
whil e Nourse continued topractice under thefirm name of Walter B. Nourse,
Architect from an office at t heDay Building.

Later History and Use:

The "large class of prosperous people" alluded toi nthelate 19th century

(continued)
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Worcester City Directories gave way toless prosperous tenants, as thetrend
toward suburbanization gained speed after thefirst Wrld War. Fortunately
for thebuildings thenselves, thetenancy, while increasing thedensity of
occupancy, di dnot affect thelayout of theapartments themselves, which
remai ned remarkably intact. By theearly 1980s t hebuildings were inhabited
by a mi x of vagrants and rent-paying tenants, and thestructures weret he
subject of nunerous code violations. 1 n1985 thebuildings were acquired by
M| estone Properties Corp. forrehabilitation and continued use as residences,
in thesane format as they had al ways been used. Thus, there has never been
any change i nuse or historical deviation from theoriginal intended purpose
of the Vendone and St. |ves.

(end)
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Atlas of the City of Wrrcester, Missachusetts. C M Hopkins, publisher, 1886.
Atlas of the City of Worcester, Mssachusetts. Charles E Tuttle, publisher,

1870. Massachusetts Historical Conmission. Relevant Area and building Survey
forns. C -

The Worcester Index. Wnslow & G., 1901.

The Worcester Telegram 10 January 1905, p. 1; 5 March 1906, p. 5; 18 August
1919, p. 5.

Wrcester's Architectural Neighborhoods. Anthony R Taylor. \Wrcester
Historical Miseum 1984.

Wrcester's Best, AQide tothe City's Architectural Heritage. Elliott B
Know ton, editor. Wrcester Heritage Preservation Society: 1984.

VWrcester City Directories.
Wrcester Commercial. Volune 1, Nunber 3. July 1892, p. 104.

Wrcester County (MM Registry of Deeds. Gantee and Grantor |ndices; various
rel evant deeds.

VWrcester County (MM Probate. Various relevant wills.
WWrcester Magazine, n.p., n.d.
VWrcester Panphlet Collection. Wrcester Public Library.

Your Worcester Street. Ivan Sandrof. Franklin Publishing Go., Wrcester,
Massachusetts, p. 23.

(1) Worcester Telegram 18 August 1919, p. 5.

(2) Taylor, Anthony R Worcester's Architectural Neighborhoods. Wrcester
Historical Miseum 1984.

(3) Worcester Telegram 10 June 1905, p. 1.

(4) Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion.

(5) Taylor, Anthony R

(6) Worcester Commercial. Vol. 1., No. 3. July 1892.

(continued)
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(7) Worcester Telegram 18 August 1919, p. 5.
(8) Worcester County (M) Probate: Judson W Hall will.
(9) Worcester Telegram 18 August 1919, p. 5.
(10) Worcester Commercial.
(11) Worcester City Directories.
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Decenber 19, 1989

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

PQ Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nom nations:

Somerville Theatre, 55 Davis Square, Somerville (M ddlesex County),
Massachusetts;

The Vendone and t he St. lves (HPCA #s 11136MA and 11137M3), 17-19 and 21-23
Chandl er Street, Worcester (Worcester County) Massachusetts.

There has been no owner objections fortheabove mentioned properties.

The nomi nations have been voted eligible by t he State Review Board and have
been signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before t he neeting and
were afforded t heopportunity toconnient. Comments received t odateare
attached t ot he nomnationform

ely,

e E Tait
Acting National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmission

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tadmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



