
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION C-3 4 

Area Form no. 

A 24 

Reading 

1177 Ma in S t j r o e t 

Name 

ginal dwelling 

sent dwelling 

Lp: [ 2 Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

c!^^f"^"~ Lginal owner John B . N i c h o l s 

UtibLKlPTION: 

Date c . 1853 

map 1854 

Greek R e v i v a l - I t a l i a n a t e 

Arch i t ec t 

Ex te r io r w a l l f a b r i c c l a p b o a r d s 

Outbuildings ga rage 

R e c o r d e d b y a-rr-h-i t-on-t-ny-;=^ 1 Py-^QP>T-\7^^--! n n 

A S S O C X H t G S 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th dates) 1-1/2 

s t o r y r e a r e x t e n s i o n ; dormer and 

e x t e r i o r ch imney added 

Moved no Date 

38 ,965 s q . f t . 

Date 
CbrafnisSpm 

Approx. acreage 

on a h i l l , f a r i n g wes t ' 

( o r i e n t e d t o e a r l y 1 9 t h - c e n t u r y 

t u r n p i k e ) ; g r a n i t e f e n c e p o s t s 

h o l d wooden r a i l s 

(Staple add i t i ona l sheets here) U T H • 



A-

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within commiinity) 

This 1-1/2 s t o r y , gable-end house i s t r a n s i t i o n a l i n s t y l e f r o m the 
Greek R e v i v a l t o the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . The gables do not r e t u r n , but 
have m i t e r e d ends, and the co rn i ce i s very broad , be ing made o f lapped 
boards on bo th gable-ends and s ides . F u l l - l e n g t h I t a l i a n a t e windows 
capped by sha l low pediments grace the f i r s t f l o o r , w h i l e p a i r e d c o l o n -
e t t e s suppor t the f u l l - w i d t h porch . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

The N i c h o l s e s , a very e a r l y Reading f a m i l y , were f a r m e r s . A glance a t 
the map of 18 75 shows the n o r t h e r n p a r t o f town as having n ine separate 
Nicho l s houses. This house was one o f them; i t was b u i l t near one o f 
the N i c h o l s e s ' o l d homesteads. I t s b u i l d e r , John Brooks N i c h o l s , was 
the b r o t h e r o f Parker N i c h o l s , whose house stands a t 1243 Main S t r ee t 
( fo rm no. A-23 i n the Reading H i s t o r i c a l and A r c h i t e c t u r a l I n v e n t o r y ) . 
John 's f a r m i n g a c t i v i t i e s seem t o have been l i m i t e d , p r i m a r i l y t o the 
d e l i v e r y o f m i l k . He mar r ied Carolyn Young i n 1853, and p robab ly b u i l t 
t h i s house a t t h a t t i m e . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERpNCES 
1830 map - no 
1854 map - John B. Nichols (John Brooks)  
1875 map - J.B. Nichols (John Brooks)  
Eaton, H i s t o r y of Reading, Massachusetts 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

M.ASSAGIUSEITS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coininunity: 

Read ing 

Form No: 

A-24 

Property Name: 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^iich is being continued below. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

This house i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) as an example of how the younger sons of 
ol d Reading f a m i l i e s b u i l t up-to-date houses i n the v i c i n i t y of t h e i r 
a n c e s t r a l homesteads; (2) f o r i t s connection w i t h the important e a r l y -
Reading Nichols f a m i l y ; and (3) as a good example of t r a n s i t i o n a l Greek 
R e v i v a l - I t a l i a n a t e s t y l i n g . I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, and f e e l i n g , and meets C r i t e r i a A, B, 
and C of the N a t i o n a l Register. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form a t bottom 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

•IPS use onty 

v///>/ 

«nf«red 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ^-i-f 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

51. House at 206 West Street Entered In the 
National EeglstO^ 

52. House at 242 Summer Avenue 
Entered in the 
National Register 

53. House at 322 Haven Street B^fc^red In the 
National Register 

54. House at 483 Summer Avenue. 
Entered In the 
Kational Register 

55. House at 1177 Main Street 

56. Lewis House 

Entered In the 
National flegister 

B«tered In tha 
National Register 

57. Manning, Charles, House Entered i n the 
National Register 

Entered In the 

Date/Signature 

77 9-k^ 

Attest 

/l^teeper Xj^^^A*^*^...^^^^yc^ 7'/^-i 

Attest 

iteeper <AA^^'-^*^^u....,/<^y£.,^ 7-/^-6^ 

Attest 

t%eei •peeper 

Attest 

/•^Keeper /AA^^^-^^-'-^-'A'Sy.c^ 7-/f-s7 

Attest 

[eeper 

Attest 

/"Steeper {:7^'^J>'-*^^-^y<.^ 

tt^pev /SV^6^--tv.,^^K«-*^ 7 -/f-*A 

Attest 

58. Manning, Jacob, House National Rcgistor M^^r . XU^^^^-^y^y^ 

Attest 

59. Masonic Block Entered In tho 
National Register 

^Keeper /:;ar^^6Z^<4^..^^*jK.o,^ -y-/»-^» 

Attest 

60. Nichols, Daniel, Homestead 

Enteirtid In thrr 
Katlonal Eoglrtar 

y^teeper 7~/f'i¥ 

Attest 



WASO Form -177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

House at 1177 Main Street (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal - . 

Working No.. JUN / 4/1984 

Action, 
fiiberea In tiie, 
National Register 

w o r K i n g INO. V . ' U I I / u u ^ 

Fed. Reg. Date: A A X / ^ ^ / v  
Date Due: V X A A - lA'^AfV  

t^^.EPT 7 -/ f ~ f r A 
.RETURN. 
.REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

Substant ive Rev iew: • sample • request • appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness v 
CH clarity 
I I alterations/integrity • -
• dates 
CH boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


