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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1913 on one of Atlanta's numerous small triangular properties, the Hurt Building 
is of the commercial style and has assumed a building form which in plan was dictated by 
its irregularly shaped site. Situated on a block which is bound by Edgewood Avenue on 
the north, Exchange Place on the south, and Ivy Street on the east, the triangular site 
has as its apex the intersection of Exchange Place and Edgewood Avenue. It was the 
triangular shape of this property which influenced the architect of the Hurt Building, 
J.E.R. Carpenter, to adopt a building plan very similar to that of the not-too-distant 
Candler Building (1906).

Possessive of straight fronts, flat roof, level skyline, subordination of ornament, a 
regular pattern of fenestration, and cornices of moderate projection, the Hurt Building 
stands some seventeen floors in height. The four lower floors which constitute the 
base of the building were made to cover the entire allowable building site with the 
exception of the apex of the building -- facing the main business section at Five 
Points -- which was cut back thirty feet to allow a greater window area and "a more 
effective view of the structure from a distance." The thirteen floors above this base 
follows a V-shape place arrangement: the two building wings extend from the western 
apex of the property along both Exchange Place and Edgewood Avenue leaving an open 
light court between the wings which opens toward Ivy Street. If any ornamental elements 
whatsoever could be singled-out in the Hurt Building they are those of classical 
derivation. For, in addition to the classical details found in the rotunda, pilasters 
are also found which separate the windows of the ground floor and a balustrade, located 
on top of the rotunda, is extended as an entablature down the sides of the building to 
mark off the base.

The rotunda consists of a moderate dome set on marble columns and, situated at the 
apex of the building's triangular site, acts as the entrance to the Hurt Building 
lobby. The public lobby at the entrance level extends from the apex, or western, 
end of the building through to Ivy Street on the east. Secondary entrances connect 
Exchange Place and Edgewood Avenue with the lobby. Stairs at the western end and at 
Ivy Street compensate for an appreciable fall from west to east in the site along the 
adjacent streets. Elevator and tenant changes have modified the original main floor 
plan and spaces.

The four base floors of the Hurt Building are sheathed in stone with pilasters placed 
between all glazed openings, Accentuation is given to these pilasters in the first 
three floors by the use of relatively deep metal spandrel panels below each window 
opening; this device subordinates the horizontal members of the system and emphasizes 
the vertical. The windows of the fourth floor occur in the attic of the base of the 
building which is further defined by a stone entablature below the fourth floor 
windows and a horizontal band or string course of stone above.

Above the four-story base of the Hurt Building, brick piers are used to separate 
paired windows within the brick-sheathed exterior walls of the structure's thirteen- 
story shaft. Decorative green terra cotta panels form spandrels below each pair of 
windows fronting a street and help to join the vertical elements of the building; 
like the windows of the base, these spandrels are also subordinate enough so as not 
to prevent the brick piers from reading as strong vertical elements. These piers
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extend the full height of the building and are undecorated except at the seventeenth 
floor level. This particular floor is differentiated from the others by ornamentation, 
placed vertically between window groups, which has been used to provide some relief in 
the facade just prior to the building's terminating cornice. All of the windows, 
including those set in the plain facades of the V-shaped light court, are of the 1/1 
type.

The cornice of the Hurt Building is moderately heavy and consists of a course of 
classically inspired molding topped by a heavy, corbelled round-arch band which in 
itself is capped by several courses of relatively plain molding. The cornice does not 
extend into the V-shaped light court, but instead terminates shortly after rounding 
the edge of the building. This interior court is completely devoid of all decorative 
ornamentation and spandrel treatment within its interior and has as its only relief 
the typical and consistent rhythm of its windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Hurt Building, significant in the area of architecture, is a relatively simple and 
sober approach to the commercial style high-rise which gives the impression of competence 
and thoroughness in design rather than imagination and unusual creativity. It is a 
building which reflects, not unlike others built in Atlanta before it, the ideas and 
concepts of its builder, Joel Hurt, a man who was proud to have brought to Atlanta what 
was said to be in its day the seventeenth-largest office building in the world.

Joel Hurt (1850-1926) was an Atlanta engineer and builder who was a motivating force in 
many new developments in Georgia's capital city. Probably more than any other of his 
works, the Hurt Building carries the definite stamp of Hurt's design ideas. An engineer 
by profession, Joel Hurt was known to have been making preliminary drawings for several 
years before he hired J.E.R. Carpenter, a prominent New York architect, we11-experienced 
in the design of high-rise structures, to draw up the final plans for the Hurt Building. 
Hurt's being an engineer had other effects on the building, too. Realizing that 
architecture was a structural art, he strove to keep the "frills" of design down to a 
minimum and seems to have preferred the more "efficient" and direct approach of 
simplistic design for the sake of clarity and unity. Thus, it is that we find that 
though this building is ornamental perhaps beyond present day practice, the unity 
between structure and design is maintained. It is this quality which has given -- 
and allowed -- the building to maintain the fine sense of design that has made it 
a landmark in Atlanta today as much as in its own day.

A good Atlanta example of the skyscraper form that was developed by Louis Sullivan and 
the Chicago School, the Hurt Building erected in 1913 (but not completed until 1924) 
was pronounced "about as nearly fireproof as modern building science can make it." 
Publicity associated with the opening of the new landmark boasted that seven hundred 
and eleven reinforced concrete piles in the foundation tied the building securely to 
the ground; elevators and staircase enclosures had been fitted with fireproof doors, 
while windows and skylights above the ninth floor had been set with wired plate glass 
to cut off any flames from upper floors.

Construction of the Hurt Building was rapid. The main shaft of the structure was erected 
in 1913 and the building was finished, with the exception of the decoration of the rotunda 
entrance, early in October of that year. The Atlanta Constitution reported on September 28, 
that the new Hurt Building would open its doors about October 1, 1913. World War I 
delayed the construction of the wings and light court of the building until 1924, with 
this final portion of the structure being completed during 1926.
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The earliest section of the Hurt Building, the main shaft, of 1913, surpassed in terms 
of rentable floor space Atlanta's hitherto largest office building, Joel Hurt's earlier 
and now demolished Equitable Building. Occupying some 185,172 square feet, the Hurt 
Building exceeded Equitable's 176,900 square feet by slightly more than 8,000 square 
feet, an increase in space of about four percent. When the entire building was 
completed in 1924, its 383,633 square feet of rentable area represented an increase 
in size over the Equitable Building of some 206,733 square feet (an increase of 
10 percent), making the Hurt Building, according to some, the seventeenth largest 
office building in the world.


