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Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Roll 9

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

OTM

(over)

30M-5-77

In Area no. Form no.

90-G-7

Worcester

. Town

Addresle V/indsor Street

Soho Cottao; e
Name

Present use residence

Present owner Miriam Mattson

. Description:

Date i860

Source
Style CariDenter G-othic
Architect unimown

Exterior wall fabric board and batten
Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features gables with ornate barge
boards, ogee arched VJindow, entry
porch with pierced brackets

Altered no Date

Moved no Date
Assessors' Book 1, p.10

. Lotsize: Lot 10 12,535 sqg. ft.

One acre or less x Over one acre
Approximate frontage 90"
Approximate distance of building from street

20

. Recorded by "«"» Pfeiffer

Organization V~orc. Heritage T”res. Soc.

Date January 1978



Wiliam Allen
7. Original owner (if known)

Original use resi dence

Subsequent uses (if ay) and dates saree

. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community devel opment Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built as amrror inmage of its neighbor. Forest Kill Cottage (Form
90-G 8), Soho Cottage i s Wrcester's best exanple of Carpenter Gothic
architecture. Wth theexceptionof nodern front doors and the re-
placement of sone sash (ca.l900), Soho Co-ttage i si noriginal condition,
retaining many excellent details. The house i sasymmetrical i nplan
and massing, rising one and one half stories froma brick foundationto
steeply pitched roofs. Portions of thebuilding contain an attic
above t heupper storey. Major features of thehouse areits deep eaves,
bar geboards with pendants, entry porch (with open supports, bxnckets
and pendants), board and batten siding, facade gable with ogee-"arch
w ndow and a rectangul ar-plan bay wi ndow (east). | naddition to its
fine design, Soho Cottage occupies a partly wooded, hillside site and
preserves a strong sense of t hesurroundingarea's strong appeal to
the Romantic sensibilities of theearly nineteenth century.

Soho Cottagewas pirrchased by V/illiamAllen in Septenber of i 860
fromreal estate devel oper Sanuel Davis for $1,250. Allenwaslisted
inlocal directoriesas |iving on Forest Avenue in X86l ajid in1862
as livingin "Soho Cottage" on Forest Avenue (nowParestdale .Road.tfhiali
Aintersects V/indsor Street). WIIliamAllen (born1825) was a native of
' Sohoy Engl and who cane to VV/orcester inl18ij.9. Duringthe |860sAllen
was a machini st and foremanat the Court Hills for Nourse, Mason &Co. ,

| at er Anmes Pl ow Conpany, In 1872 All en becane a partner inthefirm

of Stewart 2c Allen Boiler V/orks v/hich dissolvedin 1875* the year in

whi ch Al |l en purchasedthe V/ orcester Boiler Works, By 1898 the V/orce«t?.i
Boil er V/orks, renanedV/illiamAllen £: Sons, had groxmto becone one tS

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
the largest boiler manufacturers i nNew Engl and.
Al'len continued to live i nSoho Cottage until his death i nl906.

Vlorcester County Registry of Deeds. Book 633# P»f8 Davis t o Allen,
9/10/1860.
Rice, F.

Nutt, G.

Worcester of 1898. p.523.

History""'or" vjorcestey vol. 11, p.1J].8.
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



