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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Passing through the farmlands enroute to the town of Deep River,
Connecticut one's preconceived notions are of a tiny New England
town, complete with village green and numerous eighteenth century
homes. However, upon entering Deep River from the southwest on
Route 80, it is apparent that Deep River architecture is predominantly
nineteenth century. The one-street downtown area meets up to ex-
pectations, but in the center of town there is one building, the
monumentality of which gives to the town a very unrural aspect.

The Deep River Town Hall, facing north on a triangular plot
of land is a "flatiron" building, an urban building type, designed
to utilize the odd shaped lot. It is a three story brick building
constructed in 1892 and designed for a variety of purposes. The
first floor serves as office space for the town officers. The second
and third floors were originally built as an opera house and,
though they are no longer used for performances, the interior
construction remains the same.

The single-bay main elevation, around which the side elevations
pivot, contains a six sashed door surrounded by sidelights and
surmounted by a semicircular wood transom. Recession of the entry
serves to emphasize the main entrance as does a recessed arch of
brick which frames it.

Along both side elevations there are three groups of three
sashed windows on the first floor (the central group has a door
flanked by two windows). Three small, square windows are irregularly
spaced at the second floor level and above them is a brick dentil
course. At the third floor level, just over the dentil course,
are five regularlyspaced, double sached windows, surmounted by wood
transoms as the front door is. All the windows on the Town Hall
are recessed, giving the building a sense of depth.

The flanks of the roof project only slightly to form a small
peak, which accomodates the third floor vaulted ceiling. But this
peak is obscured, for the most part, by a large bracketed cornice
which tends to shorten the building.

Though it is such an oddly shaped building, placed in a very
prominent position it does not seem out of scale, or even, out of
context with the other buildings downtown. 1In fact, it is an intriguing
building for just that reason.



B} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION —LAW —_SCIENCE
—-1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS _LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —Music —THEATER
-X1800-1899 __COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ _PHILOSOPHY . _TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY X POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1893 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Town of Deep River, Connecticut developed as one of a group
of towns united under the name of Saybrook. (It was not until 1947
that the name was officially changed to Deep River.) Settlement
began in 1635 when the English, under the direction of Governor
John Winthrop, Jr., took possession of the land near the mouth of
the Connecticut River.

Deep River grew to become a fairly thriving industrial town,
producing ivory combs, piano keys, and auger bits, to name a few
products. Though it was not a poor town, the town govermnent adminis-
tered its business in an inadequate hall adjoining the post office
until a fire destroyed the post office in 1891. 1In 1893 the present
town hall was built as a town project.

That it was designed for use as an opera house, as well as for
housing town offices, is not unusual. This combination of uses was
provided for in at least %wo other Connecticut towns - Derby and
Thomaston. What does make it an unusual building, however, is its
very urban design. Located in a village setting, it creates a
striking visual impression and contributes much in style and flair
to the town of Deep River.
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