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The Round School House stands on a very limited roadside site of less than

a quarter scre. It is sited only about ten feet from the road curb. The
unique one-story structure is composed of a round brick drum laid in

Flemish bond, twenty-feet in diameter and capped by a conical roof. There
is a small brick extension on the south elevation which serves as an
entranceway. Extending further south is a wood shed which was added in 1910.

The school house structure has a stone foundation, with several stones
measuring over three and half-feet in length. There are five 2/2 sash
windows evenly spaced in the wall. Several inches below the eaves is an
iron hoop rod which surrounds the building, presumably holding the top
together, as is common in silo construction. The cornice level is laid
with stretchers and shows traces of white paint indicating a painted
cornice band once decorated the wall.

The roof structure is wood and consists of rafters leading to a centered
king post, which projects several feet from the roof as a finial. The
roof is clad with sheathing boards and wooden shingles. Originally a
chimney ran through the center of the roof and the rafters were braced
on it. :

The interior is a single room. Originally it contained sixty oak benches
and desks arranged in a circular position facing a teacher's desk, at

the door. In 1910 it was renovated, and the present hardwood floor,
tongue, and groove wainscoting and ceilling, windows, and side chimney
were installed. '

Generally the school house is in very good condition, showing no brick
deterioration and a sound shingle clad roof. The interior was recently
upgraded for the Bicentennial celebration, and is in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Round School House is the oldest brick school house standing in Windham
County. It is singularly unique for its circular, silo shape, rather than
the traditional rectangular, gabled roof format.

The Round School House was built in 1822 to replace a log school house situated
a little to the south of it. The plan for its erection was made by Dr. John
Wilson. Wilson, known as "Thunderbolt", was reputed to have been a highway-man
who came from Scotland to escape punishment. Supposedly he settled in Newfane
as a teacher and doctor. Local legend asserts that Wilson designed the

school house round so that he could see from any position, all possible
intruders. ’

The structure functioned as a:school until 1929, when a new school was built
which conformed to state codes. At this +time the Round School House was
turned over to the town for use as a Town Hall. In 1938 it was wired for
electricity.

Its use by the town and very good physical condition attest to the positive
local attitudes towards this small building.
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