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SKETCH MAP 
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Recorded by Margo Webber 

Organizat ion Anderson NOtter Finegold Inc. 

Date June, 1981 

Area Form no. 

3000 126 

Jown Springfield 

Address 1119 Main St»«e* 

Historic Name Bangs Block ^[•^ <̂  /y e\ /e. 

Use: Original commercial 

Present ' commerci a L/nff- j 

Ownership:!^ Pr ivate i n d i v i d u a l 
f ' r i va t e organizat ion 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner jphn Range; 

DESCRIPTION:  

Date c. 1870 

Source Sp r ing f i e ld H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Sty le I t a l i ; in tP 

Architect unknown 

Exte r io r w a l l f a b r i c brick. 

Outbuildings none 

Major alterations (with dates] proposed  

adaptive reuse/exterior renovation, 1981-

1982 

Moved no Date N/A 

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

Setting Urban context; an integral element 

i n a row of similarly scaled buildings along 

Main Street. 

Assessor's Map #312 
UTM Ref: 18/699630/4663490 
Springfield South Quadrangle (Staple additional sheets here) 



Cf^iteria Statement: The Bangs Block possesses i n t e g r i t y of Location, design, s e t t i n g , 
materials, and workmanship. I t is s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s well preserved Late-ItaLi ante 
design and as a well-documented representative of downtown Springfield's small scale, 
later nineteenth century, commercial enterprises. I t thus meets c r i t e r i a A S C of the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n community) 

The Bangs Block i s a good example of smaller l a t e 19th century commercial blocks, 
which at one time were p a r t i c u l a r l y prevalent i n the southern blocks of Main 

' ,̂  Street.The areanO'Tstb; ofMainStreet was more commercially-oriented than the factory/ 
.• i n d u s t r i a l area to the east and serviced the expanding r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood 

of the • South End. The Bangs Block i s four stories and four bays wide, creating a 
rather narrow facade lined with windows, whose brick corbelled hoods frame the seg­
mental arched openings. The cornice band has a wide brick f r i e z e and a corbelled 
brick cornice of decorative design which adds to the visual delight of t h i s t y p i c a l 
period facade. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (ejxplain the ro l e owners played i n local or state h i s t o r y 

and how the b u i l d i n g relates to the development of the community) 

The Bangs Block was constructed c. 1870 on property owned by the Bangs family since 
at least twelve years e a r l i e r . The block was b u i l t to house the Bangs Market, a 
small grocery run by t h i s family for over 25 years, f i r s t by John Bangs, and l a t e r 
i n the century by his son, Adam Bangs, u n t i l 1903. John Banks ran the shop as a 
flou r and grain dealer, while imder his son, Adam Bangs, i t was a meat market. 
The market was l a t e r converted to use as the shop of Otis Lombard, watchmaker (1917) 
and housed other commercial tenants over the years. 

Although l i t t l e i s known about the Bangs family, t h e i r role i n operating a small 
store i n t h i s area of the downtown represents the scale and scope of trade common 
to the area i n the l a t e 19th century . This area of Main Street was gradually 
converted from what had been combined r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial uses, largely i n 
two-story wooden buildings, to prominent commercial masonry blocks, s t i l l r e l a t i v e l y 
small i n scale, but together forming a cohesive streetscape r e f l e c t i v e of a bustling 
mercantile trade. As part of that streetscape, the Bangs Block i s a reminder of 
the area's growth and development i n the l a t e 19th century. 
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4 A ' n O H A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S fiVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

fnM«aStat*« 
National Paifc Sarvlc* 

Bangs Block (Downtown Springfield MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working Nb. ////AAAI-.^^^>^ 
Fad. Reg. Oata:.^ 
Data Due- /A9/t^ - . ŷ̂ -̂ŷ  ^ 
Action: A ^ E P T , , 

raaubmission ^^TURM /'^A-^^/y 
nomination by parson or local government R E J E C T 
owner objaction Federal Agency: 
appeal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest k appeal NR decision 

Raviawar's comments: 

Racom. /Cri ter ia 
Reviewer 
Diacipllna 
Data 

aaa coatlnuation sheet 

'Nomination raturnad for: L technical corrections cited below 
substantiva raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t l o n 

'(•>•• I'll 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
-applicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relat ionship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
Just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major B ib l iograph ica l R e f e r e n c e s  

^ 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 
l > n p i i l | • 

11 . Form P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
of Vtt i pPS^a^Y aMMtn the atats ts* 

il Maw toef 

1 3 . O the r 

Maps 
.' Photographs 
. Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

gignaH A Z > & i ^ ^ ^ J natP / t / ^ A ^ A ^ Phone: 202 272 - 3504 

^ Comments for any i tem may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 



NPS F o m 10-MO-a 

U n i t e d S t a t e s D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e i n t e r i o r 
Nat ional Park Service 

National Register of Historic P l a c e s 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

For NPS UM only 

received 

Continuation sheet Item number 

date entered 

Page j l ^ { 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Downtown Spri ngf i e l d M u l l - j p l e Resnnrrfi Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

"41. Colonial Block 

- 42. McKinney Building 

^43. Bangs Block 

^ A . Burbach Block 

45. Apremont Triangle Hi s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t 

Entered In tfie 
+ p^/riater T^^eper 

Attest 
Entered Tn tKa 
National Register pteeper 

Attest 
Entered Tn fSf 
National Eeglater ^Ifeeper 

Ent'eref Tn fEe 
Hational Begiater 

46. WCA Boarding House 

^ A l . French Congregational 
Church 

L48. St. Joseph's Church 

Milton-Bradley Company 

50. 

Attest 

^Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

"̂ '̂ ICeeper 

Attest 
Entered Tn tBa ^ / 
National Begiater ^p^eper 

Date/Signature 

ibstaatlsa Eevloi 

Entered f n f 'S 
National Register 

. - - d m tba 
National Begiater. 

..: : j d i n t t i » 

NatJLonalJlecSstazi 

Attest 

'̂ HSeeper 

Attest 

j-'-Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 



A H O N A L R E G J S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S CYALUATION / RETURN S H t 

-Mm^ St*tM 
itlenal Park tunic* 

Bangs Block (Downtown Springfield MRA) 

Hampden County 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Working No. ^ 
Fad . Rag. Data : . 
D a t a Qua: 

raaubmiasion 
Action: 

Entered In tlaa 
A C C E P T -
R E T U R N . 

____ nomination by parson or local govarnmant National Register R E J E C T . 
ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy: 
appaal 

Substant iva Raviaw: aampla raquast i _ appaal _ _ N R decision 

Raviawar'a comments: 

Racom. /Cr i ter ia 
Raviawar 
Diacipiina 
Data 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: . technical corrections cited below 
.substantive raasons dlscus&ad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Proper ty 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

. on9«nai aits 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c a 

summary paragraph 
compla tanass 
b ia r i t y 
epp l i cab ia c r i t a r i a 
j us t i f i ca t i on of areas 

chacitad 
relat ing signif icance to 

tha resource 
context 
re lat ionship of i n teg r i t y 

to signi f icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on of except ion 
other 

9. Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 
»«« I I P H I I f l 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

•a* «< I 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 3 
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