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Jown  Springfield

Address 1119 Mai n St »«e*

Hi storic Nanme Bangs Block '[*" <y @& k
Wse: Original comercial
Present *commercia L/nff-j

Ownership:!~ Private individual
f'rivate organization

Public

jphn Range

Original owner

DESCRIPTION:

Date c. 1870

Source Springfield Historical Commission
Style [tali;intP
Architect unknown

Exterior wall fabric brick.

Outbuildings none

Maj or alterations (with dates] proposed

adaptive reuse/exterior renovation, 1981-

1982
Moved no Date A
Approx. acreage |ess than one acre
Setting Whban context; an integral el enent
in arowof simlarly scaled buildings along

Mai n Street.

sheets here)



Cfhiteria Statement: The Bangs Block possesses integrity of Location, design, setting,

materials, andworkmanship. |t is significant for itswell preserved Late-Itali ante
design and as a wel | -docunented representative of downtown Springfield ssmll scale,
later nineteenth century, commercial enterprises. |t thus meets criteria AS Cof the

National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNI FI CANCE  (describe important architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within conmmunity)

The Bangs Block is a good exanple of smaller late 19th century conmmercial blocks,
which at onetime were particularly prevalent in the southern blocks of Main
A Street.The areanOTstb; of Mai nStreet was nore commercially-oriented than the factory/
o industrial area t othe east andserviced the expanding residential neighborhood
of the «South End. The Bangs Block is four stories andfour bays wide, creatinga
rather narrow facade lined with wi ndows, whose brick corbelled hoods franme the seg-
mental arched openings. The cornice band has awide brick frieze anda corbelled
brick cornice of decorative design which adds t othe visual delight of this typical
period facade.

H STCRI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE  (ejxplain the role owners played i nlocal or state history
and howthe building relates t othe devel opment of the comunity)

The Bangs Block was constructed c. 1870 on property owned by the Bangs family since
at |l east twelve years earlier. Theblock was huilt to house the Bangs Market, a
smal | grocery run by this famly for over 25 years, first by John Bangs, and | ater
in the century by his son, AdamBangs, until 1903. John Banks ran the shop as a
flour andgrain dealer, while inmder his son, AdamBangs, i twas a nmeat narket.

The market was | ater converted to use as the shop of Otis Lonbard, watchmaker (1917)
and housed other commercial tenants over the years.

Al'though Ilittle i s known about the Bangs family, their role i n operating a small
store inthis area of the downtown represents the scale andscope of trade common
to the area in the late 19th century . This area of Main Street was gradual ly
converted from what had been conbined residential andcomrercial uses, largelyi n
two-story wooden buildings, to prom nent comrercial masonry blocks, still relatively
small in scale, but together formng a cohesive streetscape reflective of a bustling
mercantile trade. As part of that streetscape, the Bangs Block is a rem nder of

the area's growth anddevel opment inthe late 19th century.
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