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Date: 26 May 2015 

To : 

From: 

Re: 

J. Paul Loether, Deputy Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Lorna Meidinger/Claudia J. Berg 
Architectural Historian/State Historic Preservation Officer, ND 
Request for Removal from the National Register of Historic Places 

Name of Property: Rodman Octagonal Barn, 32LM75 

Address: Twp 134 R 65 Sect 24, NE ¼ of SE ¼ of NE ¼ 

State: North Dakota 

City/Township: Edgeley vie . 

County: LaMoure 

Reason for Removal: The property has ceased to meet the criteria for li sting 
because the qualities which caused it to be originally listed have been lost or 
destroyed (36 CFR 60.15(a)) . 

Date and Nature of Change: The building has been demolished. 

Comments: 
When listed in 1986, the property retained all seven types of integrity (location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, fee ling, and association). Demolition 
of the barn resulted in a total loss of integrity of design, materials, 
workmanship, fee ling, and association. 

Prepared by: 
Lorna Meidinger, Architectural Historian 
State Historical Society of North Dakota 

North Dakota Heritage Center ■ 612 East Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, ND 58505-0830 ■ Phone 701-328-2666 ■ Fax: 701-328-3710 
Email histsoc@nd .gov ■ Web site: http://history. nd.gov ■ TTY: 1-800-366-6888 
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26 May 2015 
Natlonal Park Service 

J. Paul Loether, Deputy Keeper and Chief 
National Register and National Historic Landmark Programs 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street NW (MS 2280) 
Washington DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether, 

Enclosed please find four memos requesting removal of demolished buildings 
from the National Register of Historic Places. 

.. 
Though I am saddened by the loss of this historic North Dakota prop'erty, we will 
continue to seek out new properties to represent our history in the National 
Register. 

Sincerely, 

Claudia J. Berg 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

(North Dakota) 

North Dakota Heritage Center ■ 612 East Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, ND 58505-0830 ■ Phone: 701-328-2666 ■ Fax: 701-328-3710 
Email : histsoc@nd .gov ■ Website : http://history.nd .gov ■ TTY: 1-800-366-6888 
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Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Item number 1 > 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 page

NAME: Robert Abell Round Barn
LOCATION: Vicinity of Burnstad, North Dakota 38, Logan County 047 

CLASSIFICATION: Status Occupied; Present Use Agriculture 

OWNER OF PROPERTY: Bert Abell, Burnstad, North Dakota
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Register of Deeds, Logan County Courthouse, Napoleon, 
North Dakota
DESCRIPTION: Robert Abell built this round barn in 1942 as a holding area for his
expanding livestock operation. The barn sits in the center of the collection of 
buildings, near the property's lowest elevation.
The barn has a sixty foot diameter, a truncated conical roof covered with wood 
shingles, and south side opening. Dimension lumber (2"x 6") gives wall support and 
forms the 99 rafters. A circle made by six large posts spaced eight feet apart provide 
vertical support for the roof at the point where the rafters connect. A lamination of 
six curved l"x 4" boards make up the sill and wall plate (see photo). The walls are 
horizontal wood siding bent to shape.
The integrity of the barn is excellent. The only change from construction is the 
replacement of the bottom sill, required due to rotting. The replacement sill is 
firmly planted into the ground and not very apparent.

SIGNIFICANCE: Date: 1942
Architect and Builder: Robert Abell

The Abell round barn is an exceptionally significant illustration of the theme of round 
barn construction in North Dakota. The forty-four year old structure was created 
apparently without outside influence and represents a transitional structure in the 
history of the theme and the larger phenomenon of barn construction.
The present owner recalls details of the construction, the cost of $800 and the absence 
of plans. He cited the conventionally recognized benefit, the efficiency of space and 
more square feet per construction dollar, as reasons for its construction. However, 
many features of the barn are variations on the round barn theme.
The most noticeable departure is the single story construction. The absence of a mow 
covered by a self supported roof, as well as the use of support posts also were not 
common round barn construction solutions after the second decade of this century. Its 
spartan interior of dirt floor and no stalls are also conspicuous.
These abnormalities may be best explained with reference to the other structures on the

United Stat•• Department of the Interior 
Natlonal Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 Page 23 

NAME: Robert Abell Round Barn 

LOCATION: Vicinity of Burnstad, North Dakota 38, Logan County 047 

CLASSIFICATION: Status Occupied; Present Use Agriculture 

OWNER OF PROPERTY: Bert Abell, Burnstad, North Dakota 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Register of Deeds, Logan County Courthouse, Napoleon, 
North Dakota 

DESCRIPTION: Robert Abell built this round barn in 1942 as a holding area for his 
expanding livestock operation. The barn sits in the center of the co 11 ect ion of 
buildings, near the property's lowest elevation. 

The barn has a sixty foot diameter, a truncated conical roof covered with wood 
shingles, and south side opening. Dimension lumber (2 11 x 611

) gives wall support and 
forms the 99 rafters. A circle made by six large posts spaced eight feet apart provide 
vertical support for the roof at the point where the rafters connect. A lamination of 
six curved l"x 411 boards make up the sill and wall plate (see photo). The walls are 
horizontal wood siding bent to shape. 

The integrity of the barn is exce 11 ent. The only change from construction is the 
rep 1 a cement of the bottom s il 1 , required due to rotting. The replacement s i 11 is 
firmly planted into the ground and not very apparent. 

SIGNIFICANCE: Date: 1942 
Architect and Builder: Robert Abell 

The Abell round barn is an exceptionally significant illustration of the theme of round 
barn construction in North Dakota. The forty-four year old structure was created 
apparently without outside influence and represents a transitional structure in the 
history of the theme and the larger phenomenon of barn construction. 

The present owner recalls details of the construction, the cost of $800 and the absence 
of plans. He cited the conventionally recognized benefit, the efficiency of space and 
more square feet per construction dollar, as reasons for its construction. However, 
many features of the barn are variations on the round barn theme. 

The most noticeable departure is the single story construction. The absence of a mow 
covered by a self supported roof, as well as the use of support posts al so were not 
common round barn construction solutions after the second decade of this century. Its 
spartan interior of dirt floor and no stalls are also conspicuous. 

These abnormalities may be best explained with reference to the other structures on the 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Item number 8 & 10 Page

Tarm. me Duiicnngs built on site prior to the 1940 s were of stud construction, 
permanently sited and meant to remain so. On the other hand, those erected after the 
round barn are of pole construction or were moved to the site, affording flexibility of 
location and easier mobility as relocation might become necessary. Casual observation 
suggests that this is true of farm buildings throughout the area. The round barn 
employs both types of structural systems, stud and pole, and is situated in the center 
of the farm’s temporal continuum. Its hybrid structure speaks of its transitional 
nature in the architectural history of the farm. Its support system is a product of 
the vernacular building knowledge possessed by its builder.

It is also a product of a phenomenon which is national in scope, that of designing 
buildings in the most efficient manner possible. That impulse led farmers to 
experiment with the octagonal, and eventually the round shape for farm structures. The 
elder Abell, apparently without direct influence, engaged in that experiment in 
creating this resource. The barn's present owner, the builder's son, recalls no plans 
or other design inspirations which might account for the unusual expression. Its 
anomalous appearance testifies to its creation in a cultural vacuum. Its exceptional 
importance derives from its presence as an experimental solution to farm economics.

Those same experiments led to the abandonment of the traditional barn during the 1940's 
for more flexible pole barns and metal frame structures throughout the state. The 
construction system of this round barn probably would have been conceived as obsolete 
for any date after the mid-1940's. The Abell barn is architecturally related to the 
historical barn building practice, and is nominated thusly. Its mow-less roof with 
post supports introduces the construction system and barn types which succeeded 
historic barns. Thus, it is an especially important indicator of changing building 
technologies and farming practices in general. And it is exceptionally significant for 
providing a temporal limit for the round barn phenomenon specifically.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: Acreage of nominated property: Less than one acre.
Quadrangle Name: Lehr, NW N. Dak., 1982 
UTM References: Zone: 14

Easting: 463480 
Northing: 5135755

Verbal Boundary Description: The nominated area is located in the West half of the 
Northwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 34, Township 134 North, Range 70 
West. The nominated area includes the round barn and the land on which it stands and a 
surrounding fifteen foot zone of protection.

... ,_,.... 
oat 
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farm. Ifie bu, I dings bu, it on site prior to the 1940 1s were of stud construction, 
permanently sited and meant to remain so. On the other hand, those erected after the 
round barn are of pole construction or were moved to the site, affording flexibility of 
location and easier mobility as relocation might become necessary. Casual observation 
suggests that this is true of farm buildings throughout the area. The round barn 
employs both types of structural systems, stud and pole, and is situated in the center 
of the farm's temporal continuum. Its hybrid structure speaks of its transitional 
nature in the architectura 1 hi story of the farm. Its support system is a product of 
the vernacular building knowledge possessed by its builder. 

It is a 1 so a product of a phenomenon which is nat i ona 1 in scope, that of designing 
buildings in the most efficient manner possible. That impulse led farmers to 
experiment with the octagonal, and eventually the round shape for farm structures. The 
elder Abell, apparently without direct influence, engaged in that experiment in 
creating this resource. The barn's present owner, the builder's son, recalls no plans 
or other design inspirations which might account for the unusual expression. Its 
anomalous appearance testifies to its creation in a cultural vacuum. Its exceptional 
importance derives from its presence as an experimental solution to farm economics. 

Those same experiments led to the abandonment of the traditional barn during the 1940 1 s 
for more flexible pole barns and metal frame structures throughout the state. The 
construction system of this round barn probably would have been conceived as obsolete 
for any date after the mid-1940's. The Abell barn is architecturally related to the 
historical barn building practice, and is nominated thusly. Its mow-less roof with 
post supports introduces the construction system and barn types which succeeded 
historic barns. Thus, it is an especially important indicator of changing building 
technologies and farming practices in general. And it is exceptionally significant for 
providing a temporal limit for the round barn phenomenon specifically. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: Acreage of nominated property: Less than one acre. 
Quadrangle Name: Lehr, NW N. Oak., 1982 
UTM References: Zone: 14 

Easting: 463480 
Northing: 5135755 

Verbal Boundary Description: The nominated area is located in the West half of the 
Northwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 34, Township 134 North, Range 70 
West. The nominated area includes the round barn and the land on which it stands and a 
surrounding fifteen foot zone of protection. 
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
□ applicable criteria
CH justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception
□ other

» ^ • j i • i -i

.-.i
1:. i

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
□ Photographs
□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

GPO 918>450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Robert Abel Round Barn 
Round Barn Thematic Nomination 
Burnstad vicinity, Logan County, ND 

Photo credit: L. Martin Perry 
Date of photo: March, 1986 
Location of negative: State Historical Society of North Dakota 

North Dakota Heritage Center 

Direction to South. 

Photo 1 of 12 

Bismarck, ND 58505 



Robert Abel Round Barn 
Round Barn Thematic 
Burnstad vicinity 
Logan County, ND 
Zone: 14 
Easting: 463480 
Northing: 5135755 
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WASO Form -177 
<"R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Abell, Robert, Round Barn (North Dakota Round 
Barns TR)
Logan County 
NORTH DAKOTA

□ resubmission
□ nomination by person or local government
□ owner objection 
CH appeal

^ksample

Subetantlva k»vxew Working No. AUG 2 7 1986 
/ /

Fed. Reg. Date: _______
Date Due:
Action: >*^^CEPT /O —rACCEPT /O 

.RETURN. 
,REJECT_

Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: □ request d appeal □ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteri^ Cy

Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date

/A6.
7^
' /. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes □ no

7. Description

Condition
Id excellent
Id good 
□ fair

1 1 deteriorated
1 1 ruins 
□ unexposed

Check one
□ unaltered
□ altered

Check one
□ original site
□ rrmvRd date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Id summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
I I alterations/integrity
□ dates
I I boundary selection

WASO Form· 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Abell, Robert, Round Barn (North Dakota Round 
Barns TR) 
Logan County S be 
NORTH DAKOTA u tant1ve 1'ev1e• 

D resubmission 
D nomination by person or local government 
D owner objection 
D appeal 

Substantive Review: ~sample • D request 

Reviewer's comments: 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

O~ppeal 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

D excellent 

□ good 
Dtair 

D deteriorated 

D ruins 

D unexposed 

Dyes Ono 

Check one 

D unaltered 

D altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D alterations/integrity 
D dates 
D boundary selection 

Working No. ~ ~ 
Fed. Reg. Date: ~ 
Oat~ Due: ~~ 05;~ma4', 
Action : --~CCEPT _ _ -2..:::X6_ 

AUG 2 7 1936 

__ RETURN _______ _ 
__ REJECT _______ _ 

Federal· Agency : ___________ _ 

D N R decision 

Recom./Criteri~ .dca,/1'1 - dj C, 
Re,;,we, ~V< ~ ....__ 
Discipline 'in 1,::...-.-, 
Date /c /. , 
__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

D original site 
D moved date _______ _ 


