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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Cottonwood was founded as the second post office In Shasta County in 1852. 
Originally on the south side of Cottonwood Creek (the present Tehama-Shasta 
county boundary), Cottonwood started as a creekside store and ferry 
crossing for early day miners and settlers, where one could buy "a plug of 
tobacco and get a bite to eat." Legend has it that Capt. John C. Fremont 
named the creek in 1846 for the numerous cottonwood trees in the vicinity. 
In 1872, as the Southern Pacific Company was building its line north to 
Oregon, it purchased a strip of land from Jacob Foster, an early settler 
on the north side of the creek, and built a depot, thus prompting the 
moving of the community to its present location.

Today, downtown Cottonwood (Front Street) looks much as it did in 1872. 
The railroad depot (now a storage building) faces west on the street. A 
number of 19th century brick buildings still stand on each side of the 
street. Front Street itself is very wide, a fact occasioned by the need 
for teamsters in the last decades of the 19th and first decades of the 
20th century to turn around their wagons loaded with lumber or farm goods. 
During those days Cottonwood was a leading northern California shipping 
point for lumber and cattle. Hitching rings still are available on high 
curbs on each side of the street.

Gradually the town expanded from Front Street to the north and west. A 
number of early buildings evidencing pre-20th century design still stand. 
These include the old Cottonwood school (now the Grange Hall), the old 
sanctuary of the First Baptist Church and several old homes.

Today the town has expanded to 2500 population with sub-divisions dotting 
the hinterland. Nevertheless, the interior historic core remains evidencing 
Cottonwood's early and colorful history.

District consists of:

1. Both sides of Front Street from and including old railroad station 
to junction of Front Street with Old Highway 99-

2. Old Cottonwood School - Bush Street.

3. Old Sanctuary of First Baptist Church - Bush Street.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cottonwood's early significance came in the 1850*s as a gold miner 
stopping point and ferry crossing. Gradually with the development of 
lumbering in the nearby foothills and agricultural development in the 
adjacent Cottonwood Valley, the town became a significant northern 
California trade center. At the turn of the century, the Shasta County 
Directory called Cottonwood "one of the county's most important towns." 
Besides serving as an embarcation point, a large flour mill and creamery 
emphasized the communities agricultural centrality in the early years 
of the 20th century. As the town grew, lumbering, bee shipping and the 
raising of persimmons and the transmission of electricity through one 
of the largest sub-stations in the west added to the town's economic 
base. By 1970 the growing community could look with pride on an 
eventful nearly 125 year history along the banks of the creek from 
which it received its name.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

Nationally ^^tate n Local Qfl
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Title State Liaison Officer

t>ate August 3, 1970

STATE CODE

California , 06

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and H>fb tori c Preservation

Date t/1^3 ^
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