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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Luke's Episcopal Church is a frame parish church in the Gothic style, and is
distinguished by its steeple, bargeboards, and stained glass windows. The inset
steeple has an open Gothic arched belfry. A bowed triangular stained glass window
is above the gabled vestibule. Each side has three stained glass lancet windows.

A 1942 parish hall which is somewhat consistent with the original design is
the only addition and gives the structure a "U" shaped plan.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Luke's Episcopal Church is architecturally significant as an example of
the Gothic styled parish church in Weiser. The fine decorative motifs: the
bargeboards, bowed triangular window and open belfry, all make this church

note worthy.

It is one of the oldest buildings in Weiser and an important town Tandmark.

The design followed Bishop's Plan #2, which was also employed for St. Paul's
Episcopal Church in Blackfoot. Reverend Snavely came from Wyoming to super-
intend the construction of this "formula" church.
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Sti Luke's Episcopal Church, dating from 1892, as already noted,

is one of the oldest extant structures in Weiser. This is not
overly s-rprising as Weiser was merely a collection of about a half
dozen families until 1884 when the Oregon Short Line came through
the area. Even after this period it was not a very substantial
town until after the big copper finds of 1897 in the Seven Devils
region the the building of the P.I.N. railroad in 1899. The church
therefore dates to the pre-growth era.

It is also one of a handful of surviving nineteenth century frame
ecclesiastical structures in the state. Idahoans were not completely
irreligious in this reign of the good Queen Victoria, but they were
few dn number, and built rather modest structures which their more
affluent progress minded followers found to be completely inadequate
and removed in favor of more ostentatious brick and stone structures.
Why this building survived is not for certain ascertainable, but the
congregation was late in its talk of building a new structure, and then
bad times hit so these plans were not fulfilled. When prosperity
returned the anticipated growth of the earlier period never materialized
thus this structure made do.

Architecturally the building is also significant with regard to its
details. Its bowed triangular stained glass window is most unique, and
the only example of this form in Weiser, if not southwest Idaho. Its
open belfry is also noteworthy, as these are becoming increasingly

rare in Idaho, as birds have a proclivity for destroying them with
their nasty nesting habits. However, one other church in Weiser
exhibits this feature, although it does not have Gothic arched openings.
The bargeboard designs are not as intricate as some to be found in the
state, but are good for Weiser, and their stark simplicity of form

well lends itself to this structure.

St. Luke's interior also remains intact. The beautiful stained glass
windows illuminate it with a proper religious atmosphere. The open
trussed ceiling and arched chancel contribute to the church's exuding
the charm of rural, nineteenth century medeivalism.

Pugin and Ruskin would be proud to see this simple edifice standing
on the frontier of that heathen land America, boldly proclaiming
the only correct message of ecclesiastical architecture: Gothicism,
even if in such a crudely inornate manner.



