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[ ] object
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Historic Function Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
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7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
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MODEBNMOVEMENT foundation _CONCRETE
walls _STONE: limestone

roof _ASPHALT
other
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purposes.
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DESCRIPTION

The Hollis City Hall and Jail is a two story, stone building with a flat roof and a rectangular footprint. It
is located at the southwest corner of North Main Street and West Jones Avenue. The main entrance of
the building faces onto Main Street, although the mailing address is on West Jones. The historic main
commercial strip of Hollis is Broadway, located one block south of the City Hall and Jail. To the north
are more modern commercial buildings, including a bank and a fire station. To the south, the building
is separated from a small, one story, concrete block building and to the west, a brick garage adjoins
the west wall. The City Hall and Jail is of Modern Movement design and its stone veneer shows a level
of workmanship above its contemporary WPA buildings.

The primary fagade is the east elevation, facing onto Main Street. Visually dominating this elevation is
the main entry. Centered on the first floor and reached by a set of three concrete steps, the entry is
slightly recessed. Encircling the modern, aluminum and glass entry doors is a surround of smooth-
dressed limestone. The sidewalls of the surround are curved, rounding the corner, and the entirety is
enframed with a string of corbelled limestone blocks. These corbelled blocks form a panel above the
entry, and painted in the panel are the words “CITY and county JAIL.” (Photo #6) Flanking the entry
are two small lights, added at an unknown date. A metal electrical conduit snakes down to the
northernmost light fro ma point above the entry.

The wall of the front elevation is not flat; at the corners, pilaster-like projections carry to a point where
the parapet of the flat roofline is. These pilasters are approximately 2’ wide. The central section of the
wall also projects out about 6” and also terminated at the parapet. Both the center section and the
pilasters are capped with smooth limestone. Single 6/6 windows are located equidistant between the
entry projection and the north and south pilastered corners of the building. These windows are slightly
recessed and have sills that consist of three stone blocks and flat steel lintels. A string course of
smooth dressed limestone extends out from the top of the window the width of the recessed section.
There are three second floor windows. These are centered over their corresponding first floor
openings. A string course of smooth-dressed limestone acts as lintel and sill for these windows; unlike
the first floor, these string courses extend from pilaster-to-pilaster across the central section. The
center and southern second floor windows have been boarded over. (Photo #1 & #2)

The walls of the front elevation differ from the other walls. Here the stonework is cut and shaped, laid
up in a random ashlar. Some attention to detail is evident; similar blocks of stone, flanked by smaller,
stacked blocks, are located directly under the first floor windows. The first floor stonework is of uniform
buff color, while the second floor has much more differentiation. The mortar joints are 1”7, and the
mortar is colored a brownish-red. The parapet is capped with concrete. At the north corner is a
polished, red granite cornerstone that lists the date of construction (1939) and the city officials who
held office at the time.

The north elevation, facing West Jones, serves as the secondary elevation. The wall pattern of the
stonework changes here. While still smooth dressed, the stone is no longer cut into blocks. The
variegated, random, rubble ashlar presents a more rustic look on the north, east, and south sides of
the building. The front corner pilaster wraps around the northeast corner; on this small section is the
only evidence of shaped stone. The fenestration of the north side reflects the internal configuration of
the building. Near the east end, one each floor, are two 6/6 windows. They have the same steel lintel
and three-piece stone sill as those on the front. From the east end of the building, on the second floor,
are eight 6/6 windows. These are spaced about six feet apart, and the east-most is off-center on the
elevation. A single window is located between floors, halfway between the two sections of windows
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(approximately twelve feet from the last of the eight windows and the east-most of the front set of
windows). A single, recessed entry door is located off-center on the first floor. The door has been
altered — it is now an aluminum and glass door with an aluminum-framed transom. West of this door is
a single window opening that has been completely boarded over; a small air conditioning unit projects
out from the bottom of the plywood insert. Just east of this window opening is a large, rectangular
recessed section. This was once a garage door opening, but at an unknown time it was filled in with
stone and a single entry door. The door is off-center in the recessed section and is a steel slab
security door. The stonework in this section is crude and does not match the original walls in detail or
workmanship. Another “rocked-in” recessed section with a man door is east of this section. Itis
screened by a wooden fence. East of this recessed section are two more window openings which have
been “rocked-in” and a small chain link cage that juts out onto the sidewalk. The cage is accessed via
the wooden screen fence that hides the second receded area. (Photo #3 & #4)

The east elevation, or rear, abuts a newer, one story brick garage. Two second floor windows are
visible above the garage. These are both off-center. (Photo #4)

The south elevation is difficult to see due to its proximity to a neighboring building. The However, the
fenestration pattern is nearly identical to the north elevation. The two former garage door openings are
enclosed with concrete block, and a second floor fire escape is located at the second opening from the
east on the second floor. A steel staircase leads to this safety door. Many of the second floor windows
are covered with boards. (Photo #5)

Most of the windows on the north side are replacement windows of aluminum or vinyl. Windows on the
south, east, and west appear to be original for the most part, and those behind the wooden inserts are
intact.

The interior has seen change as the building’s use has changed. Since it now functions solely as the
police station, security features have been added, restricting access. There has not been much
reconfiguration to the walls or room layout, though.

The integrity of the building is high in terms of location, setting, design, and feeling. It suffers a bit in
workmanship and materials — the wooden inserts, vinyl windows and “rocked-in” or “blocked-in”
openings are a minor distraction. Overall integrity is good, and the building easily conveys its
association with the WPA and the New Deal work relief programs. lts striking use of local materials
and Modernist design set it apart from the older building stock of Hollis and even its contemporary
WPA-built buildings.
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SIGNIFICANCE

President Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal was greeted with skepticism by many and derision by more
than a few. It was embraced by the majority, though, folks desperate for some sort of relief from the
economic pressures of the Great Depression. Roosevelt summed up the mood of the country: “What
do the people of America want more than anything else? In my mind, two things: Work and Security.
They are spiritual values, the true goal toward which our efforts of reconstruction should lead.” To that
end, the citizens of Harmon County and the city of Hollis embraced the President’'s New Deal. The
county seat’s new City Hall and Jail stands as a testament to the positive effect that programs such as
the FERA, CWA, and WPA had on the community. As one of the last, and best extant examples of the
WPA building projects in Hollis, the City hall and jail is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places under Criterion A. It is also eligible under Criterion C, as a unique variation on typical
WPA architecture in the region, demonstrating a level of craftsmanship and masonry skill above the
typical New Deal era building.

BACKGROUND & SIGNIFICANCE

Harmon County was carved out of the area of Old Greer County, once considered a part of Texas. A
surveying error, a misinterpretation of a river, and a Supreme Court decision eventually turned Greer
County, Texas, over to Oklahoma Territory. When the new state of Oklahoma was created in 1907,
Old Greer County was divided into three new counties, Greer, Jackson, and Beckham. In 1909, Greer
County, Oklahoma was again divided into two counties, Greer and Harmon. Harmon County as it was
created in 1909 became the southwestern corner of the state.

Flat and fertile in its south half and marked by escarpments along its north half, Harmon County is rural
and sparsely settled. Concentrations of population are in the county seat, Hollis, and small
communities such as Gould. Even smaller communities exist, mere ghosts of the rural hamlets that
were settled in the age of the horse. The town’s namesake, George W. Hollis, settled in Old Greer
County in 1896, homesteading a half section along with scores of others who moved into the area. His
cattle operation was his primary source of income, but his ranch also served as a wayside for travelers.
He applied for a post office in 1901; the application was approved in October of that year. In 1904, G.
W. Hollis laid out a townsite and began to sell lots. The first commercial enterprise was, of course, the
general store and post office he had established years before. The rich agricultural land of Harmon
County attracted settlers, and Hollis’ townsite attracted the businessmen who could profit from the
trade of the surrounding land. While wheat and corn were the initial crops, but its was the introduction
of cotton to the area around 1900 that spurred growth. The nearest cotton gin was in Quanah, Texas,
so Hollis’ new town seemed a likely location for new enterprise. Within a decade, five gins were
operating in Hollis.

In 1909, after a special election, the legislature of Oklahoma agreed to spilt Greer County into two
sections. Hollis was declared the county seat of the new county, named Harmon County after Judson
C. Harmon, US Attorney General at the time Old Greer County was opened for settlement. Isolated by
its remote location far away from major trade centers, and poor roads, Hollis’ fortunes made a turn for
the better when the Wichita Falls & Northwestern railroad pushed east from Altus and reached the
town in 1910. This connected the new county seat to markets first in Fort Worth and then, as the
WF&NW grew, to Oklahoma City. The population of the town was nearly 1,000 in 1910.

As with many areas whose economies thrived on monoculture agriculture, Hollis’ fortunes depended on
the agricultural economy and on the vagaries of the weather. Cotton was the king of crops, providing
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the best return on investment. As the fortunes of cotton went, so went the fortunes of Harmon
County’s farmers. The agricultural markets dropped precipitously in the 1920s, and while the boll
weevil was not as devastating a factor in western Oklahoma as it was in the old south, its effect was
surely felt. Newspaper accounts tout the high yields in Harmon County and the profits made by the
land owners, but are careful to point out that the county had a large number of tenant farmers who did
not see all of the fruits of their labor. So, while landowners were solvent, the numerous tenant farmers
of the county were dropping precipitously toward economic hardship.

This downward slide for the working farmer was further exacerbated by the stock market collapse of
1929. Bank closures and land foreclosures dominated the headlines, telling the tale of woe that the
Great Depression wrought on the county. Resilient as the citizens of the rural communities were, they
took notice of Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal promises and bought into the programs whole-heartedly.
Newspaper accounts in the two major papers in the county, the Hollis Post Tribune and the Gould
Democrat (both weeklies) carried news of local new deal projects on their front pages nearly every
week. The majority of projects in terms of manpower and expenditure were farm to market roads.
These projects covered the entire county, and with the numerous culverts and small bridges involved in
traversing the rolling land, they were exceptionally labor-intensive. Other WPA projects included
numerous schools and/or school additions, and infrastructure improvements in Hollis and Gould. In
1939, a Civilian Conservation Corps camp located near Gould. This Soil Conservation camp worked
on farmland terracing and other soil erosion measures. The Resettlement Administration (later Farm
Security Administration, or FSA) was especially involved in Harmon County. RA tenant farm programs,
including loans programs and extension services, were popular in a county where more than 60% of
farmers were tenants.

It was the WPA, though, that seemed to be the program that received the most attention. The county
in general and the city of Hollis in particular took every advantage of the program’s benefits. Organized
in March, 1935 as the Works Progress Administration, the WPA provided federal funds to communities
for the purpose of creating jobs. In 1937, the state directorship of the WPA changed from General
William S. Key to Ron Stephens. Stephens was from southwestern Oklahoma, and it may be no
coincidence that after Stephens became director that Harmon County initiated many WPA sponsored
projects.

Hollis sponsored projects of various types. There were sewing rooms and a food pantries; sidewalks
and sewers; a new water plant and dozens of culverts. In 1935, the football field for the local high
school was improved with a stone retaining wall and a stone and concrete bleacher built into a raised
berm. A stone agriculture building was constructed adjacent to the county courthouse in 1935. This
building housed the extension office for the county. A community building, two stories of stone, was
constructed in 1936. In 1938, an elementary school was built of stone and brick. The final major
project of the WPA was the new City Hall, begun in early 1939.

The need for a new city hall was evident. The offices at the corner of Main and Jones were housed in
a building constructed around 1908. Two stories, of locally quarried stone, the building was built by the
city for use as city hall, but in fact, county offices occupied the bulk of the building until the new
courthouse was completed in 1927. The city profited from the lease. In 1936, the Hollis Post-Herald
posited the replacement of the building as a WPA project. However, it would be more than two years
before this prediction would come true.

A local bond election held in October, 1938 approved an expenditure of $8,000 cash for the
construction of a new City Hall. This cash, along with a $2,000 valuation of salvaged materials from
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the old building would match the WPA appropriation for construction of the project. The final project
costs were estimated to bb $36,000.

Work began with fanfare in early January, 1939, as workers began to dismantle the old city hall
building. Stone from the building was to be salvaged for use, if not on the new building, then in other
WPA projects. The dismantling of the old building took time; workers were careful to salvage as much
materials as feasible, but also the nature of the WPA program did not reward expeditious work. It was
April before the old building was completely demolished and the site prepared for new construction.
Work progressed smoothly and the new building was completed in the fall of 1939. (A gap in
newspaper accounts and a dearth of city records is lamentable in ascertaining the actual completion
date or any ceremonies or festivities held in conjunction with the building’s completion)

Projects such as the new City Hall had both short term and long term benefits for Hollis and Harmon
County. In the first two years of the WPA program in Harmon County, from March 1935 to June 1937,
$297,529 was spent on projects. $246,292 of this was federal money that went directly into the
pockets of WPA enrollees. Locally, over $100,000 was spent on road projects and over $90,000 on
school projects. The total figure did not include the state-wide projects, only those locally sponsored.
(By 1940, state-wide, non-construction projects totaled over $14,000,000.)

By the time the Hollis City Hall and Jail was constructed, war clouds were brewing over Europe and the
United States turned its attention to defense spending. Criticism of the New Deal began to mount,
especially in light of increased industrial production and a lessening of unemployment. While the
arguments were valid in many cases, especially in population centers that had a strong industrial base,
there were still large swaths of the country where economic hardship still reigned. Rural areas like
Harmon County had few or no industries outside of agriculture. Federal work projects were still viewed
as vital tools, especially in developing a modern infrastructure. Answering criticism about federal
projects, Federal Security Administrator Paul McNutt could have been speaking specifically about
Harmon County when he said in an article published in the Daily Oklahoman on September 21, 1940:
“...we are in a much stronger position by reason of the four-billion dollar investment during the last
seven years in paved highways and streets.” McNutt went on to say that “Men are assets. The yare
assets because of the useful work they can do. So long as there are men in America who are able to
work but unable to find jobs, a WPA program is essential to our welfare. So long as there are public
improvements necessary, it is required for our security.” In summing up, McNutt commented on the
long view of the WPA: “...when the public has thoroughly grasped the advantages of the WPA, it will
be regarded as one of the greatest contributions of the administration to modern political economy.”

Hollis’ new City Hall was the last major project that involved a new building in the city. WPA projects
continued into the 1940s, but these were primarily water and sewer projects. Of the four large
buildings constructed by the WPA, the agriculture building, the community hall, the elementary school,
and the City Hall and Jail, the latter retains the best historic integrity. The agriculture building has a
large concrete block addition appended to its north side. The elementary school has seen its
impressive rank of windows altered with newer, smaller units. The community building stands with its
windows boarded.

Minor alterations to the City Hall and Jail do not detract from its reflection of the increasing skill of the
WPA laborers who worked on its construction. The agriculture building, constructed of yellow
sandstone, is a single story building. Its walls are of roughly cut blocks, with rough quarry face, laid up
in a random ashlar. The entry is embellished with a low, cut and dressed stone arch. The community
building, constructed a year later, in1936, is two stories in height and has a random ashlar veneer of
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light colored stone, similar to that used later on the City Hall and Jail. The quality of the stonework is
not as well executed as that of the City Hall. Joints are rough, and there is little evidence of advanced
masonry technique. The Elementary school, constructed in 1938, uses brick, stone, and cast stone.
The walls are primarily a random ashlar veneer of light stone. Windows are surrounded by a yellow
brick, contrasting the roughness of the stonework The rear walls are constructed of cement blocks,
cast with quarry face, and possibly salvaged from an earlier building.

The City Hall and Jail exhibits a level of masonry workmanship not seen on the earlier buildings, but
that is hinted at in the 1938 school building. The primary fagade of the City Hall building utilizes stone
carefully chosen for its color and placed in patterns that reflect different zones of the building. The
random ashlar pattern provides a more formal appearance than do the uncoursed side elevations. The
entry surround with its curved walls and corbelled frame provides a degree of Modernist interpretation
unseen in any other WPA building in the county. The quality of workmanship shows that the WPA
workers were at the zenith of their learned skills and that through prior experience on other
construction projects they demonstrated progressive levels of skill.

CONCLUSION

The City Hall and Jail in Hollis is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion A, for its association with federal New Deal work programs in Harmon County. These political
programs had a direct physical and economic impact on the county as a whole and on Hollis in
particular. The city and the county took full advantage of the programs offered. Bond issues and
creative financing helped secure a succession of WPA projects, injecting much needed federal money
while providing modern infrastructure that otherwise would have been unattainable. The City Hall &
Jail was the last large construction project in the city and it remains in use for its intended purpose.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Lots 1-6, original townsite.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
Property historically associated with the City Hall and Jail
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG
The following information pertains to photograph numbers 1-6 except as noted:
Photographer: Jim Gabbert

Date of Photographs: 8/21/07
Negatives: .tif at OK/SHPO

Photo No. Photographic Information
1 Camera facing west, showing main elevation and streetscape.
2 Camera facing west. Main elevation.
3 Camera facing south southwest. Oblique showing north elevation and east
elevation.
4 Camera facing southeast. Showing rear (west) elevation and garage.
5 Camera facing northeast. Oblique showing rear (west) and south elevation.

6 Camera facing southwest. Detail of front entry.



