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DESCRIPTION

The Pond Street School, which after 1965 was known as the Alice E. Fulton Schooal, in
Weymouth, Norfolk County, Massachusetts, iscomposed of anorigina 1928 H-plan Coloniad
Reviva-style building designed by Boston architect Howard B.S. Prescott. 1t hes an adjoining
wing on the rear (northeast) eevation dating from 1953, and a second matching addition mede to
the northeast end of the 1953 additionin 1958. All three sections are two dories with araised
basement, and all are of load-bearing brick consgtruction. In 1967, a one-story, gable-roofed
gymnasium was congructed west of the original building and was connected by abrick, flat-
roofed structure that was a alower grade than the small shed-roofed entrance pavilion of the
1928 section to which it was attached. The gymnasium and connection to the 1928 section were
removed in 2008, and replaced with anew 21/2-gory wing connection to the 1928 section that
contains gpartments and an devator pavilion. All sections of the former schoal building now
F|rve as goatments for seniors, aredevel opment project that was completed in November 2009.

The school building is sted a the west end of a3.77-acre parcd between Great Pond Road to the
wes (now closed off near the school) and Pond Stredt to the eedt. Itsmain accessisalong narrow
roed that leedsfrom Pond Street to an asphdt-paved parking lot that formsthe south and west
boundary of the school building's parcd (Photo #2). Southwest of this parking areaiis Negus
Park, apublic park that hes a playground and abasebdl diamond; the park isnot part of the
schoal parcel. The school parced contains mature deciduous and evergreen treesin grass-covered
aress to the eedt and west. A large parking areais behind (north and west) the building; a concrete
retaining wall borders the northwest end of this parking area (Photo #7). Residentia
neighborhoods surround the property to the north, consisting of single-family resdences dating
fromthe 1920sto the 1970s. A metd flagpole (date unknown but presumed to be more than 50
yearsof age) dandsinfront (south) towards the eest end of the 1928 section; it was rdlocated a
few feet from the west during the rehabilitation (Photo #3).

Theoriginal 1928 section hes ahip roof that is covered with agphdt shingles (Photo #1). A
cupolawith aclagpboard-sided square beseis located a the center of the ridge line. The cupolas
rounded roof is covered with copper shestsand hes a dender copper lightning rod surmounting it.
Theroof of the original 1928 portion of the building hes copper gutters with duminum
downgpouts and copper flashing. The 1950s additions have an agphdt-shingled hip roof topped

by aflat section that now holds minimally visible HVAC equipment. Severd vents are located on
the roof of the 1950s additions, including two eyebrow vents on the northwest edge of the roof.
The 1950s additions have duminum guiters, wooden soffits, downspouts, and flashing. All
sections of the building have concrete foundations with a concrete band neer the bottom.

Theorigina 1928 section of the building is oriented on a northeest-southwest axis. The now-
demolished 1967 gymnasium addition was atached to the 1928 section of the school on the

(continued)
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northwest. The original 1928 section currently has a single functioning entrance in the southeest
comer pavilion dosest to Pond Street, athough originally there were two entrances here. The

bd ow-grade entry with paired wood doors on the eest Sde now sarves as the main entry and is
acoesx=d by both a short run of gepsand an accessble ramp with low brick walls. A single door
is located above this entry, with a st of degp concrete sgps leading up to it. Thisentrance, which
originally ledtothe first floor, hes been daosad off; anew wood door that matches the below-
grade entry doors has been ingtdled here, replacing ahollow meta door that gppeared to date to
the 1950s (Photos #3 and #4). Entrances that formerly were below grede in the center of the
longer elevations of the 1928 section were removed during the 2008-2009 rehabilitation, and the
aeawasinfilled.

The 1958 addition has an entrance on the northeast end, which has a single door entry accessed
by asscond accessble ramp compaosed of concrete with smple metd railings (Photo #6). A large,
narrow, 40-pane window is above thisentry. The only other entrance leeds from the southem ed
of the 19850s additionsto the west parking lot. The entry on the northwest elevation of the 1953
section was adjacent to the below-grade entrance into the 1928 section (now removed), and
contains asa of paired meta doors with an exterior glassand auminum frame vegtibule. An
opening with aroll-up door in the west Sde of the 1953 addition, likely alater dteration near this
entrance, has bean infilled with brick.

The fenestration of the 1928 section congsts of atemating paired and single window openings,
with distinctive round-arched blind windows with keystones in the upper story of the comer
pavilions and above the be ow-grade entry in the eest comer pavilion (Photos #3 and #4). The
recent rehabilitation of the building replaced 1970s saeh, which congsted of asingle awning sseh
a the bottom, with tranducent insulated plagtic pands in ametd frame above, with 99 duminum
sehin the original openings. Both the 1953 and 1958 additions contain banks of windows thet
contain four or three connected window openings. The original 9/9, double-hung wood sseh was
replaced with aluminum saeh that replicates the configuration and profile (Photos #4 and #5).

All sections of the school are clad inbrick. The 1928 section's brick islaid in mnning bond. The
1950s additions have five rows of running bond with asinglerow of Flemish bond. A wide bend
of soldier-course brick visualy dividesthe first and second stories on both portionsof the schoal.
The same pattern is repeated in the final row below the eave, and dso above each window
opening (Photos #4, #5, and #6). Window sills are concrete. The round-arched blind windows in
the upper faBade of the 1928 corner pavilions are edged in dretchers with aconcrete keystone a
the top. Small sguares of concrete frame each corner of the Stretcher outline to indicate comers.
The gepped pargpets of the comer pavilions are trimmed with concrete coping.

Theinterior floor plan condgts of acentra corridor in both the 1928 and 1950s additions, with
former dassrooms (now individua apartments) flanking the corridor on both Sdes. Thewestem

(continued)
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end of the 1928 section previoudy had acentrd corridor a alower level than the rest of thefirst
floor of this section. This corridor was aocessad on both ends by short runs of seps The rooms
on ether dde of the corridor sarved as an origina auditorium and amusic room, but had more
recently been converted to dlassrooms. In the sscond floor of the 1928 section and the 1950s
additions, adaptation for new educationa nesds necessitated the division of someof the larger
dasroom goacesinto sgparate rooms. New partitions, possibly dating to the 1960s-1970s, were
added in the office areg, in severd dassooms on the first floor of the 1950s additions, and on the
first floor neer the southeedt gairway. Sgparate restrooms for boys, girls, and teecherswere in
both sections of the building. All of these gpaces, including the original auditorium, music room,
restrooms, and offices were removed in the recent rehabilitation; the floor leve of the centra
corridor a the west end of the 1928 section wes raised to be a the samelevel as the esst end. All
of these goaces were reconfigured for additiona gpatments.

Ore original stairway remains in the eest end of the 1928 section (Photo # 9). The stairway a the
west end was removed for the elevator/building connector to the 2009 wing. Although this
dairway, with its dender metal newe and bausters, hes bean kept, it is non-functioning dueto
code issuesand will be dosed off with ahorizonta ber to prevent entry. The stairway a the north
end of the 1958 addition retains its metd and wood dements, dthough an additional continuous
railing was added to meat accessibility requirements (Photo # 14). The interior fire doors,
including the glasstransoms and siddlights, between the stairways and corridors have aso bean
kept(Photos# 11 and#15).

Most of the distinctivefini shesthroughout the entire building were retained in the rehabilitation.
Theefini shesinclude interior windows in the second-floor corridor of the 1928 section (Photos#
16 and #17), dassroom doors and a single restroom door in the 1953 section (Photos #12 and
#17), glazed tile wals in the 1950s sections (Photos #11, #12, and #14), and built-in dosgtsin
both the 1928 and the 1950s sections. The 1928 dassooms have wood-panded doors with
dngle-pane lights in the upper half of the door (Photo #17). The dassrooms in the 1928 section of
the schodl each have a st of wood coat dosats a one end of the room, that pivot to open and
dose these dosats have been retained dthough the doors are fixed in place (Photo # 18). A smdll
number of the 1950s dassrooms on the eedt Sde d<o retain built-in wood closets with shdves
(Photo #13). In addition to built-infixtureswithin the dassooms, aglazed wood display cess,
likely for trophies or other school honors, iss#t in thewall on the southeest wall of the sscond
floor of the 1950s addition neer its connection with the original building (Photo #11). Wood
bessboards and wainscot with vertical wood boards are features in the 1928 section corridors and
dassooms (Photos # 15, #16, #17, #18, and #19). Cellings are largdy drywall, dthough the
soond floor of the 1928 section features decorative tin ceilingsin the corridor and the dassooms
(Photos # 17, #18, and #19). Conversion of the dassooms and other earlier goaces into
goartments includes new kitchens and bathrooms, with lowered ceilingsin the kitchensand
bathrooms, and new panded doors for the gpartment entries and interior rooms (Photos #10, #13
and #16).

(continued)
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The 2/2-gory gpartment wing added to the west dde of the 1928 section was completed in 2009.
It was built on the Ste of the 1967 gymnasum. The sde-gable, brick-veneered building with
large shed-roofed dormers is connected to the 1928 section by atall brick recessed pavilion that
contains the eevator, which serves both the new and old sections of the building (Photo #2, #3,
and #8). The building's west elevation, with its Sepped wallsand concrete coping and its single
and paired window openings, echoes fegtures saan in the 1928 section.

Archaeological Description

While no pre-Contact period Native American Stes are known on the school property, Stes may
be present. Four Stes are recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Rossand Williams
(2977,figured) indicate that Contact-period Native American trailswere located west of Grest
Pond (the Bay Trail), and well eest of the schoal Ste nearer to South Weymouth and Hingham
Stregt (the Centrd Trail). Thisis not to say that the eestem margin of the Great Pond was not
utilized. In 1965, aNative American dugout canoewas recovered from the muck aong the
outheest margin of the Greet Pond about .8 milesfrom the school ste (Anonymous n.d.. Dieter
1967, Dincauze n.d., Rowe 1965, Sacon 1974). The dugout was radiocarbon dated to ca A.D.
1506 (Anonymousn.d.). In the late 1930s, an avocationd researcher reported a pictograph with
assodaed groundstone in the vicinity of present-day Park Avenue West, about 12 miles
north/northwest of the school ste (Howe 1967).

The abxsance of other dtesin the vicinity of the school property probably reflectsalack of
sysematic effort more than the actud aosence of pre-Contact or Contact-period Native American
dtes. Thewestem margin of Great Pond hes reportedly yielded numerous examples of Archaic-
and Woodland-period artifacts (Hubbell 1977; Kerber 1986). Systematic survey by the Peebody
Museum Office of Public Archaeology in 1988 on the upland sandy terraces northwest of the
Great Pond resulted in the identification of three aboriginal Stes (19-NF-626 through 19-NF628;
ELP-GIS 2003a, 2003b, 2003c; Strauss 19883, 1988b). The Steswere al characterized as flake
catersand, in two indances, each was subsequently subjected to Pheeell testing. No temporaly
diagnodtic artifacts were recovered, but the Phesell testing did confirm the use of dtes 19-NF
627 and 19-NF628 &s lithic reduction workshops.

Environmentd characterigtics of the school property represent locationd criteria (dope, soil
drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are generdly favorable for the presence of Native dtes The
schoal occupies level to moderately doping topography in dose proximity to wetlands.
Weymouth Great Pond is located less than 1,000 feet west of the school. This area, and the
extreme southwestern corner of Weymouth, are located within the Taunton River drainage. The
remainder of the Town of Weymouth iswithin the Boston Harbor/Weymouth and Weir River
drainage. Soails of the school property are sandy, extremdy stony, and formed in glacidl till.
Stonesfrom 10 to 24 inches in diameter cover from 1% to 15% of the surface. In some arees

(continued)
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dones are clugstered, while in other aress, donesare dbsent. Sony areeswould be less sendtive
for Native dtesthan areesfi-eeof gones

Given the above information, the sze of the nominated property (3.77 acres), and the effects of
congruction of the schoal, utilities, parking aress, and landscaping, a moderate potentia exists
for locating pre-Contact period Native American resourceson the property.

A low potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Pond Street/Alice E.
Fulton School property. No historic-period landuse hes been identified on the property prior to
constmction of the school in 1928. Structurad evidence and construction festures may exist from
the original construction and additions in 1953 and 1955; however, these resources, if they exis,
would be of limited ressarch value.

(end)
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for National Register listing.)

JL A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.
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of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Period of Significance
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_ Other
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Satement of Significance

The Pond Street School in Weymouth retains integrity of location, design, setting, materias,
workmanship, feeling, and association. Congtmcted in 1928, the building is an excdlent example
of Colonia Reviva school architecture, with awell-preserved interior and exterior. Historicaly,
the building is significant as areflection of Weymouth's steadily increasing population in the
southern part of the town in the early 20* century, and the nesd to provide suitable educationd
facilities. Assuch, the Pond Street School fulfills Criteria A and C of the National Register of
Historic Flaces. The schoal isdligible under Criterion A for its association with the town of
Weymouth's effortsin public education in the early to mid 20™ century, and Criterion C for its
Colonia Reviva architecture and association with Boston architect Howard B. S Prescott, who
was a0 responsible for a number of the new school buildings and additions to earlier school
buildings in the 1920sfor the town. Later additionsto the building in the 1950sand in 1967 for
additional dassrooms and agymnasium, respectively, reflect the continued growth of the school
population in the neighborhood and regponseto their educationd nesds

The Pond Strest Schoal is located in South Weymouth, one of the four villages of the town. In
the 17" century, the town was primarily afishing and agricultural community. 1n 1837, however,
the town shifted toward an industrial economy, with the discovery of anatura iron bog. The
Weymouth Iron Works was subsequently founded, increasing both the town's population and
wedlth. The Iron Works eventually lost production to competing companies in Pennsylvania
during the late 19™"'century, and the community shifted itseconomic focusto the shoe industry.
With increasing immigration and population growth, Weymouth experienced another population
and economic boom through World War I1. Animportant event in South Weymouth's
devdopment in the mid-20" century was the establishment of theNava Air Station in 1942, ad
its subsequent roles during the Cold War. In the lagt half of the 20" century, Weymouth shifted
to anew role as asuburb of Boston, with easy aocess viapublic trangt into the city. The shoe
industry closed in the 1950sand 1960s, leaving Weymouith to rely on smdler wholesde services,
loca retail establishments, and the opportunities afforded by the Nava Air Station's presence
until itsofficial dosure in 1997.

Public Education Effortsin Weymouth

The Town of Weymouth begen its public education sysem not long after the town was
incorporated in 1635. Thetown was more than ten years aheed of a 1647 date law that required
towns with more than 50 householdsto provide public education to the children within their
town. The first public schoolhouse was erected in the town in 1681 on land purchased by Captain
John Holbrook. The building and the schoolmadter's sdary was paid for by a schoal tax imposed
upon thetown. In 1723, the rapidly expanding town was divided into two precincts, one school

(continued)
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in each precinct was maneged by the town. Thetwo schools proved to be insufficient by 1790;
after thistime four additional schoolhouseswere constmcted. In 1799, the town formed a School
Committee, which divided the town into eight school districts, with districts one through four
located in the North Parish, and digtricts five through eight in the South Parish. The school
money wes divided proportionally with eech district's taxes, and each district would be
accounteble for providing its own schoolhouse' The digtrictswere superintended by a School
Committee consgting of seven dected town members  1n 1869, this sysem was replaced by a
single superintendent and a School Committee in order to more efficiently managethe district
sydem. The gate's schoal district sysem was abolished by law just two yeerslater. Thetown's
educationd administrative structure hes remained relatively unchanged since 18609.

History of Weymouth's School Building Efforts

During the 17* through early 19* centuries, asmall number of school buildings srved the town;
only four school buildings were in place by 1800. Asadirect result of Weymouth's rapid growth
in the mid to late 19* century and the abolition of the district school sysem in 1871, the town and
School Committee implemented its first ambitious building program from 1870 to 1915 to
provide modem schoal facilities. During this 45-year period, adozen school buildings were
congdructed invarious sections of thetown. Someof the pre-1871 district schoolhouses remained
in uxe into the late 19* and early 20* centuries, but the town's mogt populous aressreceived new
schools during this 45-year period. The first high school for more advanced studieswes
egablished in the Town Hall in 1853. Asmandated by an 1827 Massachusetts gate law, towns
with more than 500 familieswere required to provide a public high school. The high school was
moved to aroom inthe Adams grammar school in 1856, one year after the grammar school was
built. The oldest remaining school building in Weymouth, the Adams Schoal, is located a 16
Church Strest in Weymouth Heights, just north of the town center. During the 1850sand 18605
two high schools were operated out of churches, homes, and the grammar school buildingsin the
north and south parishesuntil 1898, when acentra high school building on Fleasant Strest neer
the Town Hall was erected.

As noted above, the first ambitious wave of school constmction begen in the 1870s when three
schoal buildings, the Lincoln School, on Broad Street, the Howe School, on Torrey Street, and
the Franklin School on Broad Street, were built to accommodate larger school populations and to
centraize the schools  locations. None of these buildingsare extant today. Two additiona
dementary schools were congructed before the dose of the 19* century. These Quean Anne-
syle schoal buildingswere the Washington School (8 School Street, congtructed 1887) and the
Jefferson School (200 Middle Street, constructed 1889).

(continued)

" Weymouth Higtarical Sodiety, Higtory of Weymaouth, A, Bogon: Wright and Potter Printing Co, 1923,
pg 648.
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Another eight dementary schools were congtructed between 1902 and 1950. Many of these
schodls replaced the outdated, smdler, school buildingsfromthe 19¢ century. The increese in
school congtruction was dso adirect resuh of the growing population. In 1917, the average
enrollment was 2650 sudents. Injust 10 years, that number had increased to 4050 pupils”

The early 20* century witnessed another incresse in school building construction in Weymouth.
An addition was meadeto the 1902 Athens School (MHC # 302) in 1913. The Prat Schod (MHC
# 60) condructed in 1906 received a 1928 addition designed by Howard B.S. Prescatt, the
architect of the Pond Street School, also erected in 1928. The Prait School's addition (MHC #
372) was rendered inthe Colonid Revival style, inavery similar design to that ssen on the Pond
Stregt School. The Nevin School was condructed in 1917, but isno longer extant. The Hunt
School (MHC # 304) and the Bicknell School (MHC # 329) were congtructed in 1915 and 1926,
respectively. The Hunt School (MHC # 304) was designed in the Colonia Revival style, with an
addition by Prescott in 1926. Prescott designed the 1926 Bicknell School (MHC # 329), utilizing
aClassicd Revivd style. The series of dementary schools built in the early 20* century was
joined by an industrial school in 1926. The Weymouth Industrial School on Middle Street ( MHC
# 322) was a0 desgned by Prescott. Thistype of school represented a nationd trend of more
practical education in the early 20* century. During the 1950s an additional 11 school buildings
were congructed during the post-World War |1 period that saw alarge rise in the schodl-age
population in Weymouth. Pond Street School received two additions within five yearsduring this
decade.

Status of Extant Weymouth School Buildings

None of the ninetown's 19*- and early 20*-century schools that are still extant are till utilized as
public schoal buildings. The earliest extant school building, the 1855 John Adams Schoadl, is
currently inuse as aday care center, as isthe 1839 Jefferson School. The Pratt School
(1906/1928) hes been converted into active senior housing, and the Athens (1902/1913),
Humphrey (1915), and Bicknell (1926) Schools dso saveresdentia purposesas gpartments.
The Washington Street School (1887) is currently used as an officebuilding and apartments.
The Pond Stret School which isthe subject of this nomination is currently vacant, but is
proposed for rehabilitation for active senior housing. The only early 20* century educational
building still used as aschoal isthe Hunt School, which is currently the South Shore Chrigtian
Academy. Of Weymouth's mid- to late 20* -century school buildings, approximately ten are till
serving educationa purposes.

(continued)

" Repart from the Schod Committes, Annua Town Report, 1927.
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Eight school buildings in Weymouth are listed in the National Regigter of Historic Flaces. The
Adams School wes individually listed in the National Register in 1978. Both the Washington
School and the Jefferson School were included in the National Register inMay 1986 and
Decamber 1980, respectively. The Jefferson School isdso included in the Centrd Square
National Register Historic District (1992), while the Industrial School iswithin the Weymouth
Municipal Historic District (1990). The Hunt School (1915) isinthe Front Street Historic District
(NR pending), while the Athens (1901) and Bicknell (1926) schools are inthe Sea Street Historic
District (NR 2009).

Howard B.S. Prescott. Pond Street School architect

The Pond Street School (MHC # 332) was built in 1928 and wes designed by Howard B. S
Prescott (1874-1956) whose office was on Pearl Street in Boston. Prescott designed two other
new schoal buildings in Weymouth inthe 1920s- the 1926 Weymouth Industrial School a 75
Middle Strest (part of the Weymouth Municipal Historic District, MHC # 322) and the 1926
Bicknell School (90 Sea Street, MHC # 329, Sea Street Historic District). Hewas dso the
architect for two additions to existing dementary school buildings; the 1928 Colonia Revivd
s=ction of the 1906 Pratt School (665 Fleasant Street, MHC # 372); and the 1929 additionto the
1915 Hunt School (45 Broad Street, MHC # 304). Hewas dso contracted to design a 1924
addition to the high school on Middle Stret Prescott used other popular architectura styles,
employing the Classical Revival design a the Bicknell (MHC # 329) and Hunt Schools (MHC #
304). The Weymouth Industrial School (MHC # 322) was desgned the same year, dthoughin
this ingtance Prescott employed the Craftaman style.

Presoott was d 0 the architect for severd houses, including his own in Arlington during the
18905 ingtitutional buildings, and commercid buildings, mogt notably severd of the warehouses
in Fort Point Channd (NRDIS 2004), when he sarved as staff architect for the Boston Wharf

Company.*
Pond Street School

The Pond Street Schoal building, as it was originally known, was congructed to replace a smal
schoolhouse built in 1846 south of this location on Pond Street, whichwas originally part of
Schoal District 8." Inaddition to replacing a much smdler and older school building, the new
building dso relieved overcrowding in nearby public schools in South Weymouth.* The school

" Weymouth, 656.

" Beard, Chridine S and Betsy Friedberg, Nationd Regiser Nomination for the Weymouth Civic Didrict,
Janueary, 1992

M‘IAo/m of Weymauth "Schoadls', from the Schods dippingsfolder a the Tufts Public Library, Weyrmouth,

* Beard, MHC # 332.
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wes actudly built after a period of more concerted schoadl building efforts by the town of
Weymouth from ca. 1870 (when the district school sysem was abolished) to 1915. The fact thet
a leadt three new school buildings and an addition to an existing school building in Weymouth
were all condructed inthe mid to late 1920s atteststo the town's continued growth and the school
board's assduous regponse. The building's replacement of amid 19*-century district
schoohouse d90 reflects the fact that South Weymouth had not grown as quickly as other arees
in the town. An 1876 map and later 19* and eaxly 20* century maps clearly show that South
Weymouth isthe leest developed section of the town* The town was able to continue its use of
the two-room schoolhouse for nearly 70 years before anew building was necessary.

While the town redized it nesded an additional schoal building, locating asite for it proved to be
difficult. In 1927, the "Burbank Lot" hed been determined to be the ste of the school, and plans
were desgned. For unknown reasons, the purchase of the parcd did not teke place, and the
"Dunn Lot" becamethe new site. However, the plans had to be dtered to accommodate the
different location, and congtruction was ddayed. Fansand the location for the school were
formally adopted in 1928, and bids on the project were opened on May 15. The contract was
avarded to James Miles and Sonsof Worcester a $59,887, the lowest bid. The school opened its
doors to children in grades one through six in January 1929. Many of these sudents came from
the 1917 Nevin School, located just one mile from the new Pond Street School. The Nevin
School hed atemporary addition to accommodate the large number of sudents prior to the new
building's congtruction.

The Pond Strest School served 161 students initsfirst year. The school's original H-dhaped plan
was designed to hold 210 sudents and contained eight dassrooms, an office, abesament music
room, and an assembly hall. It was reported in 1928 that the basement contained three additiona
rooms that could be utilized as dassooms if nesded”® The school's assambly hall was cgpable of
sating 400 people, a public amenity that was popular for schools in the early 20* century. The
building's plan is representative of the "dphabet” plans commonly ssen in urban schoal buildings
after 1910. The "dphabet”" plans recedived this name as aresult of their floor plans in the form of
letter shepes typicdly |, H, T, U, etc. The plans, which generdly featured acentrd latera

corridor accessed on the exterior by a short halway, provided better interior circulation and

gregter light as more windows could be ingaled in the additional perimeter walls.

Like many communities acrassthe country, Weymouth prepared conditions and neads assessment

of their schoal buildings soon after the end of World War |1. Nearly two decedeshad passed since

any substantive work had been done on any of the buildings, and no new schoal buildings hed

been congructed. The town's 1947 sudy concluded that additions to existing buildings and
(continued)

" Condiock and Cline, Atlas of Norfolk County, 1876, and Sarbom FHre Insurance Mgps 18831928
" Report of the Schod Building Committes, Weymouth Annud Toan Report, 1927.
" Report of the Schod Committes, Weymauth Annua Town Repart, 1928,
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severd new school buildingswould haveto be added to Weymouth's supply of adequete public
schools. During the 1950s, two additions were mede to the Pond Street School during another
busy decadein school building construction.

South Weymouth's physical development was dramatically affected by the establishment of the
Nava Air Station in 1942. The Station initially served as ablimp beee to control the s lanes in
Bogton Harbor during WWI1. The Station closed after the war, only to be reopened in 1953 for
essentidly the same purpose; during the 1960s it was used as atraining besefor Navy pilots.”
Combined with the booming post-WWII economy, the areaexperienced significant population
increasesinthe 1950s. This increase in population directly corrdates with the two additions to the
Pond Street School during the 1950s. 1t is unknown if the Station had a school on the bese for
military children, but itis likely that it did not. An addition was constructed to the rear of the
origina H-shgped building in 1953, resulting in the existing, roughly L-sheped, plan. The
addition, by Collens, Willis & Beckonert of Boston, bearsa striking resemblanceto the origina
building, despitethe 25-year lgpseand very different architectura theories about exterior
gopearance and interior layouts in the 1950s Thisfirst addition cost $200,170 and included five
dassrooms, ateachers room, and three new restrooms. One classroom from the original section
of the school was converted into aremedid reading room.” A second matching addition wes
medeto the eedt end of the building in 1958, likely by the same firm. A one-story gymnasum
(architect unknown) soon followed in 1967, linked to the original 1928 building on the west by a
recessed connection. Unlike the 1950s additions, the gymnasium's design conformed to
architectura conventions common inthe 19680sfor ingtitutional buildings, including a low-
pitched gable roof, extensve glazing, and laminated wood ceiling trusses on the interior. The
gymnasum was demolished in 2008 for a new addition as part of the school's converson to
senior housing.

In the 19680sand 1970s the Pond Street School was one of 20 dementary schoolsin Weymouith.
In 1964, the school was renamed the Alice E. Fulton Schoadl for itsfirst principal, who hed retired
a the end of the 1964-1965 school year. Fulton began her tenure & the original Pond Schoal in
1921, teaching a the earlier two-room schoolhouse until the 1928 building was congtmcted. Se
was a 1918 graduate of Weymouth High School and of the Bridgewater Normal School, then
went on to earn Bachdlor's and Master's degress in education from Boston University. Se
provided other community servicesto the town as amember of the TuftsLibrary board of
trustees, and as a music teacher outsde of school hours.

(continued)

*° hitp:/Amww wevmouth.maushigory/index.agpdd=l 128, "Higory of the South Weymouth Nava Air

Sation”

" RPond Schod Addition Open House program. May 16, 1964, Located in thefil esat Tufts Public Library.
The Weymauth News "Schodl, library bear witness to Alice Fulton's legecy to town, January 21, 1982
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The schodl held 400 studentsin 1991, itslagt year of operation as an dementary school. Afterits
closure, only sx dementary schools remained in the town. The school building was re-opened
for apre-kindergarten and kindergarten specid nesdsprogram afew years later. The school wes
finally dosed for educationd purposes, after an extensve feasibility sudy in 2003 that
conddered dternatives, including both rehabilitation and new construction on the site. A
conversion of the building to active senior housing hes been completed, and its rehabilitation of
the building conformsto the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.

Higtorical and Architectural Significance

The Pond Street School is significant for its association with public education efforts in
Weymouth in the early 20* century. The original 1928 core of the building and itsvarious
additions display the town's dedire to provide quaity educationd facilitiesfor itsyouth and
expanding population. The building is one of nine 19*- and early 20*-century buildings
remaining in the town that represent these public education endeavors,

The Pond Street Schoal is dso architecturaly significant for itsintact Colonial Reviva design,
which was conceived by Boston architect Howard B. S Prescott. The Colonial Reviva design
was acommon style to adopt for educationa buildingsin the early 20* century, atrend ssen both
localy and nationally. Prescott dlso used the style a the 1926 Bicknell School and his 1929
addition to the Pratt School. Although not Prescott'swork, the 1915 Hunt School dso
incorporate dements of the style.

The Pond Street School displays similarities to the Weymouth's other Colonial Reviva school
buildings, ssen inits symmetrical feBade and typical Colonial Revival detailing, but is much
andler in scdethan the Hunt, Pratt, and Bicknell Schools. Its more diminutive scale probably
reflectsthe amaler number of sudentsfor which it was built. In addition to amore monumenta
scae, both the Hunt School and Bicknell School feature more high-style dements, including

dentil moldings, brick quoins, and jack-arch lintels with keystones on the Hunt School, and atwo-
gory portico supported by numerous columns on the Bicknell School's facade. Both the Pond
Stregt School and the addition to the Pratt School, dso by Prescott have centered cupolas that
provide adigtinctive feature to otherwise relatively smpledesigns.

Unlike other school buildingsfrom the period, the Pond Street Schooal is still largdly intact and
retains itsintegrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association.
The other remaining schools designed by Prescatt, the Pratt and Bicknell Schools, have been
converted into senior housing and gpartments, respectively. These conversons haveresulted in
physicad dterations that have affected their historic physica integrity, dthough the Bicknell
Schoal isconddered to be a contributing structure in the Sea Street Historic Didtrict.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet pod streetschoo

Weymouth (Norfolk), MA
Section number 8 Page _8

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of pre-Contact period Native American subsigtence and sattlement in Weymouth
are poorly undergtood, any surviving stes could be significant. Native steslocated in the
vicinity of the school may contribute important information related to the range of dtetypesand
their function in the headwaters locde of the Taunton River. Native Stesin this area may
contribute information related to the importance of river basin settlement models. Sites located in
the vicinity of the school may be related to larger Steslocated downgream in the Taunton River
drainage, or in geographicaly closer aress to the north on the coadt in the Boston Harbor
drainage, or dong the margins of the Weymouth and Weir Rivers. Native stesin the school
locale may dso contribute important information related to Native transportation, woodworking,
and lithic technology.

(end)
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Weymouth (Norfolk), MA

Photogrgphic Information for the Pond Street School National Register Nomination, Weymouith,
Massachusetits

Photographer: Rita Wash
Daeof Photogrephs October 2009

(Note These photographs were taken with a6.2 megapixd digital camera a high resolution and
printed on HP Premium Plus Photo Pgpa using HP gray photo pigmented inks per the Nationa
Pak Service March 2008 Photo Policy Expansion list of Acceptable Ink and Pgper Combinations

for Digital Images).

Index to Photographs:

Photogrgph 001: South facade of the origina 1928 section, facing northesdt.

Photogrgph 002: South facades of 2009 gpartment wing and original 1928 section, facing
northeedt.

Photograph 003: View of south facades of 2009 gpartment wing and original 1928 section

and eedt devations of 1928 section and 1953 addition, left toright in
photograph, facing west.

Photograph 004: Detail view of entrance on eest devation of 1928 section, facing
northwest.

Photograph 005: Ead dlevation of 1963 (left) and 1958 (right) additionsto 1928 section,
facing northwest.

Photograph 006: North devation of 1958 addition, with views of 1928 saction and 2009
w ing in background on the right, facing south.

Photogrgph 007: View of wes elevation of 1963 and 1958 additions and their connection
to the 1928 section, with new parking areain foreground, facing esdt.

Photogrgph 008: North devations of 1928 section and 2009 gpartment wing, facing south.

Photograph 009: Stairway in eedt end of 1928 section a main entrance, first floor, facing
eed.

Photogrgph 010: View of former dassroom (now gpartment 120) in 1953 section, facing
northwest.

Photogrgph Qil: Corridor in 1963 section, ssoond floor, facing south towards 1928
section, facing south.

Photograph 012: View of 1950sdoor, new gpartment entry door, and devator door on
west wall of second floor corridor, 1953 section, facing northwest.

Photograph 013: View of closet and shdvesin former dassroom (now gpartment 222),

facing wedt.
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Photograph 014: North end of second floor corridor in 1958 section, facing north.

Photograph 015: View of wide corridor areaon second floor in 1928 section, facing north
towards 1953 section, facing north.

Photograph 016: View of wide corridor areaon second floor in 1928 section, facing
southwest towards west end of corridor, facing southwest.

Photograph 017: View of west corridor on sscond floor of 1928 section, facing eed.

Photograph 018: View of former dassoom (now gpartment 202) on ssocond floor of 1928
section, showing retained closet, facing southeedt.

Photograph 019: View of former dassroom (now gpartment 201) on second floor of 1928

section, facing south.

(end)
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235 POND ST
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MAP FOR REFERENCE ONLY
NOT A LEGAL DOCUMENT

The Town of Weymouth makes no clainns. no representations,
artd no warranties, expressed or implied, concerning the
validity (expressed or in>plied). the reliability, or Itie accuracy
of the GIS data and GIS data products furnished by t>e Town,
includtr>g the implied validity of any uses of such data. The
use of this data, in any such manner, shall not supercede any
federal, state or local laws or regulations.

November 17, 2009
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Depatment of the Interior
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The nomination hes bean voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The ownersof the property were notified of pending State
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