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1. Name
historic South Egremont Village Historic District
and or common Same

2. Location U AHHM utf.Ne L&ne, SAMf o &1

Routes 23 & 41 From Mill Pond, Route 41 south along
street & number Route 23 and Swamp Road to the Creamery Road corner  iiZAnot for publication

City, town Egremont N/A " vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X district X public X occupied X_agriculture museum
building(s) X private unoccupied X- commercial park
structure both work in progress X- educational X_private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X_religious
object Wjptin process yes: restricted X_government scientific
being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

Multiple (see attached list)
name

street & number

N/A

city, town vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Southern Berkshire Registry of Deeds
street & number 334 Main Street

city .town Great Barrington state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historical Assets
titlte of the Gmmonweal th has this property been determined eligible? yes X no

date 1981 federal X state county local
depository for survey records  Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston state Massachusetts



m Description south Egremont Village Historic District, Egremont, MA

Condition Check one Check one
excellent N deteriorated unaltered X original site
X- good ruins X- altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

Egrenont, Massachusetts was established as the District of Egrenont on February 13, 1760
fromcertain lands |yi ng west of the Town of Sheffield. 1tislocated in the southwest corner
of Berkshire Gounty and abuts the NewYork State border and the Town of M. Wshington on
the west. Thetown isdivided into north and south villages, 23/4mles apart. The South
Egrenont Village Historic District, about 375 acres, lies onboth sides of Route 23, roughly
parallel to Karner Brook (also known as Goodal e Brook) fromthe MI|l PFond (also called
Snley's Pond) onthe west to rougihly the intersection of Foad (Sheffi el d- Egrenont
Road) onthe southweast. Northerly, it parallels Route 23 onboth sides of the highway to
the intersection of Creanery Foad. Foutes 23 &41 run roughly east and west through the
district. 1t also incorporates parts of Road, Baldwn Hill south (called Shop Hill

in the late 19th century) and all of Button Ball Lane. The highwest elevation inthe
District isat the center of the Village at the former South Egrenont Store, about 710
elevation. This sli?ht ridge divides the residential village from the industrial areas

of the M. Everett Flouring MIl and the Dalzell Axle Factory onthe west.

General ly, nost of the fifty-nine historic hones and structures and five intrusions sit
quite close to the highway because the Col oni al path fol | owed by the 12th Mss-
achusetts Turnpike (present Route 23) has changed very little inthe past tw hundred
years. There'are a nunier of exceptions where the greater sethack enhances the inportance
of the larger hones, for exanple the John Tuller House 1761, the South Egrenont Gongre-
gation Church 1833, David Dal zeH House 1850, and Twn Pines 1825. The buildings within
the South Egrenont Historic District represent avariety of styles from the md-eighteenth
century to the turn of the 20th century. The earliest i1sthe only exanple in the Berkshire
Qounty of a ganbrel roof brick cottage 1761. Federal, Geek Revival, and late 19th
century styles which incorporate Gothic Revival, |taliante, and Shingle Styletreatnents
with vernacul ar design tépif the district.  Several of the Federal’ and Geek Revival
style houses were built the sane builders, recognized because of their use of simlar
architectural design and detail. Qe particular type of detail, the elongated Federal fan
light supported by short pilasters over aplain freeze, isattributed to builders, Janes
Reasoner, Abner Hull, and Jona Baldwin and is incorrectly colloquially referred to as

"an Egrenont w ndow (SM 8, M10, Mi6). The Mbwunt Everett Acadeny, the Sanuel Bacon House,
and Kenver Ltd. have decorative louvered oval wood fans in their gables M18, M20, M6).
Acluster of single and multiple workers' houses onthe north side of Route 23 and "Shop
Hill," above the |ocation of the Dalzell Axle Factory, were built for housing the Axle
Factory enpl oyees, circa 1850.

The 1858 "Mp of Berkshire Gounty" by HE Valling shows forty-four buildings, all but
three of which stand today. Thelater tw Atlases of Berkshire Gounty (1876 and 1904) al so
showlittle difference inthe overall [ayout of the village. There are only five intru-
sions all of which are of md-20th century origin: tw gas stations, two nodern houses,
and the fire station.

Several 19th century residents of South Egrenont have related their renenbrances of the
village inthe early 1840s and 1850s. W /lliamJ. Karner (1840-1931) tells of the District
# Shool  House at the foot of Shop Hill where heattended spelling bees in the evening
when each child brou?ht acandle to see by. Healso told about July 4th celebrations when
nen and boys tossed flamng balls of wound wi cking soaked in turpentine upand down the
street, and alittle school ditty about the topography of the town, "Egrenont isa little
town hill upand hill down.™
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George A exander Brewster (1846-1934), father of Egrenont HistorianEdith L (Brewster)
Spurr, renentered the village in 1856 as a lad of ten years of age. District School
House # at the foot of S’IOP Hill, the Fhoda Karner House, The Dalzell Axle Factory and
Its boarding house, the WlliamO Connell House, the Hiddle or Block Tin Shop, the John
Meach House, the two saw mlls, plaster mill, grist mll building built in 1832 the
store with i tssheds, the Nathan Benjamn House next door to the church, the Lecture
Foom which vas the former "Band Hbuse" or "Train Band House," and easterly the Chester

Godal e House his tannery and shoe shop, Samuel Bacon's House, the Acadeny, and Joseph
A Benjamn's pretentious house, Tw n Pines.

A school conposition of 1840 by Andrew Karner, age 12, provides further insight
to the village:

Egrenont is a small town situated in the southwest corner of Berkshire Gounty.
It ismostly surrounded with nmountains and i tis a very healthy and flourishing
place. The land is very rich and fertile and is good for grazing and ra|5|n% .
?ram of all kinds except wheat. The people are very industriousand keep their
arns ingood repair. There are several nechanics, one physician, four publicpi aces,
five stores, five stone sawnlls, tw wood sawm|ls, five school houses, two
plaster mlls, tw grist mlls, tw wagon nakers shops and three churches.

This town is divided into two parishes, north and south Egrenont. In the south
part of the town there is a snall flourishin? village situated on a small stream
which runs through it. There is, inthe village, tw stores, two blacksmths
shops, tw wood sawm ||s, one stone sawrill, one plaster mll and a first rate

grist mll, and wagon nakers shop, and one neeting house, and an Acadeny where
| attend school daily.

South Egrenont Village retains its19th century appearance including sone of its ori-
inal marble sidewalks infront of the Congregational Church. Alterations to existing
ui | di nPs have been mnimal (nost conmonl y additions of porches and ells) and have
general I'y respected their original architectural character.

F’rlolceedi ng generally east to west, descriptions of key and representative buildings
ol I ow.

The John Tuller House(M1;, photo 1), constructed in 1761 is the only extant
exanple of itstype in Berkshire County. |tisa 1%story ganbrel roofed cottage
constructed of brick laid up in Femsh Bond with a three-bay symmetrical facade
and deep centerhall end chimmey plan; distinctive decorative exterior features
include narrow 96 wndows surmounted by flat retaining arches on the first story
and segmental arches on the second story. The decorative contrasting brick
treatment on one end wall which spells out the constructiondate and builder's

initials isoriginal, ad reflects Dutch Hidson Rver Valley traditions rather
than those of Massachusetts.
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Tuller Cenetery (M805), asmall famly burial ground, i slocated behind the Joseph
Bacon House (M7). It contains about 35 stones, the ol dest being that of Awn Hubbard,

wo died Mrch 14, 1778. John Tuller and hiswife Amn, whodied i n1785 and 1782,
are also buried here. Originally, this property was part of theTuller Farm (see MI ) .

The Levi \drner Hbuse (M8; photo 2), Hasty Hbuse (M10; photo 3) on Svanp Road, and
the Nathan Benjamn House (M46; photo 20) on Route 23 are nearly identical 2hstory
cl apboar ded Federal period houses with end gabl e, asymetrical three-bay facades
reflecting aside hall plan and interior end (front and rear) chinmey arrangenent.
Narrow corner boards, nolded cornice, and lowelliptical fanlights surnmounting
elongated panels inthegable field further define this building type. They were
built by Vaues Reasoner, Abner Hull, and Jona bal dwi n, |ocal carpenters, between 1812
and 1821. Asimlar house, featuring anoval wooden fanflanked by small square
wndows inthegable field, isthe Sawel Bacon Huse (M18; photo 6).

The Egrenont | nn (M16; photo 5), also known as the Munt Everett Inn, was built in
1780 as atavern by Francis Hare. 1n 1801 Hare noved the tavern 100' closer to the
12th Massachusetts Turnpike fromits location ontheoldroad. Chester Godal e pur-
chased it in1853 and remodeled it by adding thethird floor, bracketed trim andthe
two story porch. The Egrenont | nn becane afocal point for My . High Smley's res-
toration of thevillage inthe 1930s and continues to be operated as an I nn today.
The Egrenont | nn Cottage (M11) 1871, and the Hawt horne Apartnents (M13; J)h_oto4

the former NK Bills Store, circa 1825, have historically been associatedwith the Inn.
The Mbunt Everett Acadeny (M20; photo 7) was founded i n 1831-1832 as an institution
of higher educationfor thetow. This two story, transitional Federal/Qeek Revival
building i sthevillage's architectural gemand was |isted onthe HABS Survey
(Miss #220) i n1935. Its two-stage tower with simlar pilasters and abell cast
pyramdal hi proof house the Acadeny's bell. Theinterior, which contains the town's
Library onthefirst floor and a historical roomon the second, features excellently
detailed woodwork and a barrel vaulted ceiling. Fom 1882 to 1981 the building also
served as the Egrenont Town Hal | .

The Mount Everett Ceneter?/ (M801), which flanks "the Acadeny" on two sides, presents a
park-1ike atmosphere simlar to A bany's Rural Cenetery. [t was founded as a private
cenetery association i n1866 which still owns and maintains the burial ground. The
earliest burials of My . Joseph Benjamin 1803, and Col. Joseph Curtiss 1810, indicate
its original use by these two wealthy Egrenont famlies prior toits incorporation

as anassociation. It contains nanf/ fine exanpl es of Federal period folk art stones
signed by local marble cutters, WIliam and Jerone Hol | enbeck. RP. Brown, and A Joyner.
Two not abl e nonunents are to 1st Lt. George Wainwight, US Arny, cited for bravery

at theBattle of Buena Vista by General Taylor and a nonunent to Philo Uison, who

died i nthe burning of the steanboat Lexington on Long Island Sound, January 3, 1840.

The Chester Goodal e | House (M22; photo 8) built in1819, isa Zkstory woodfrane
Federal period house that stands onthetriangle between the Egrenont-Sheffield Road,
Button Ball Lane, and Route 23. Chester (odal e cane to Egrenont i n 1812 and es-
tablished a prosperous cobbl ers trade, manufacturing boots and shoes. The cellar, shop
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entry to the house on the southwest corner facing Karner Brook, served as his shop.

Godal e al so went intoTﬁartnership with Philo Usson to quarry marble near the Egre-
nont - Shef field Iine. e Goodal e Wiite Mirble npany becane quite successful, providing
high quality narble for Grard Col |l ege, the Nw York Qustons House, and the Connecticut
State CaPitaI. The odal e House was |ater called Sycanore Place when it was owned by
Rosco Tart.

"Twn Pines" (M57, photo 26) |ocated at the northeast corner of the district and _
erected between 1825 and 1830 is the nost fully devel oped exanple of late Federal period
residential architecture inthe village. It exhibits an asymetrical three-bay end
gabl e facade and sidehall plan typical of ﬁeriod houses in the district SM 8, M10, M 18,
M 20), here articulated with unusual |y sophisticated and finely crafted detail.
Relatively wde pilasters with lonic caps frane the facade while a piered entry porch
and square nol ded panels below the first story wndows |end depth to its surface.
Above, a rectangular wndowwth delicate paired nullions and nol ded surround set in

a flush boarded gable field and a repeated pattern of cornice blocks further enhance
the building's inposing appearance. A *h story rear kitchen ell is believed to date
from 1785. The house of Col. Joseph Curtis, the propertyvas purchased by Joseph A
Benjamn in 1852. A Egrenont native, Benjamn nade his fortune operating horse car
lines inNw York City.

The-South Egrenont Congregational Church (M 47, photos 21 and 22) with its horse sheds
(now relocated; photo 23) and Parsonage (M 48; pioto 24) occupy a lot on the north side
of Foute 23 1gl ven by Levi and Rhoda Hre apﬁrom nmately i nthe center of the village.

A large woodfrane Federal style building, the church, built 1832-33, features a project-
ing end gable entry pavilion and a four stage arcaded and bal ustraded tower term nating
ina slmre. Interior renovations of 1854 included removal of the galleries. The

choir loft and nost ||kelr the Gothic Revival entry and segnental |y arched nave w ndows
date from 1870. The snall forner band house with sawn gable trim which had served since
1852 as a lecture roomand chapel was connected to the main building by a parishhouse in
1904 (Bhoto 22). The Parsonage (photo 24) originally a "h story Geek Revival cottage
bui It by Howard Curtis in 1848 was purchased by the church in 1855 and renodelled in
1884 to its present Z story form | tretains its original well detailed sem-octa-
gonal Cothic Revival entry porch. The eight-bay horse sheds (photo 23) were noved

In 1963 to their present |ocation behind the Hwthorne Apartnents, the forner NK

Bills Store (M13).

The Philo Uson Huse (M 25; photo 9% of 1828 represents a nodest cottage formof the
conmon asymmetrical three-bay end gable house with sidehall end chimnmey (front and rear)
type with a pair of 6 wndows inthe gable field.

The Lorenzo Kellogg House (M 26; photo 10) offers yet another version of this type, here
a substantial house expressed inbrick with restrained Federal detailing including an
arched entry with keystone and |ouvered fanlight as well as narrow vertically set, oval

| ouvered opening inthe open gable field.
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The South Egrenont Store (M 28; photo 11) has been the gathering point inthe village
since 1825. A sinple Zh story Federal/Geek Revival structure, the west wng vas added
ca. 1934, for use as the post office and the east wng ca. 1965 as additional shop
space. Today, it isthe Bird Gige Antiques. The nost well known 19th century owner
was Cornelius ONeil, wio had the first telephone inthe village, ca. 1895.

The Munt Everett Flouring MII (M 29, photo 12) a Zh story woodfrane vernacul ar. Federal
period industrial building vas built in 1832 by Chester Goodal e for Nathan Benjamn, Jr.
on the site of Hooker Hubbard's 1797 saw mill. Calvin W and Joseph A Benjamn
purchased the mll in 185 and it continued to grind local grain into flour under the
direction of Allen Decker, mller, until 1901. The Bliss Manufacturi ng _
inproved the prine nover by adding an inproved turbine between 1902-1905, when i t

was used to nmanufacture a "patented” hoot trimrer.

Vést al on% Karner Brook to the MII Pond from 1845-1904, ves the fanous Dal zel | Axel
Factory (904) renoved prior to 1920 when the present barn on the property was built
lraBaldwn (M31). The works, _or|g|nally a smal|l carriage shop owned by Myj or
ynna Karner, was purchased by David Dalzell in 1845 The mll privilege was expanded
through the purchase of the saw m || that stood op?osue_, owned by Sanuel Bacon. About
1850, the firm devel oped and introduced a nethod o forTgl ng carriage and wagon axl es
and collars fromsolid bar stock instead of welding. e Dal zell axle was "patented"
and the firm expanded in 1868 adding to and expaning their shops. All that remains
of the works today are the dam and ml| race foundations, the Dalzell AxleFactory
Ofice and Boarding House, 1880 éM 30, photo 13), a 2 ¥2 story shingle building wth
French dorners on its gables, today Egrenont Package Store, " Hil1" (Bal dwin Hill
South), isoccupied by three sinple 1 /2 story Geek Revival style houses which were
built to house axle factory workers and their famlies (M35 M37, and M38). A
fourth building call the Dormisanulti-famly dwelling, now apartnents which had three
floors. The basenent |evel held the kitchen with living roons and bedroons on the second
and third levels (M36). All of these buildings were built between 1850 and 1855 by the
Dal zel| Axle Gonpany (photos 15 and 16).

The David Dalzell House (M39; photo 17) sits on the north side of the road flanked by
eight structures built or used as workers' housing. Constructed between 1845 and 1850
the 2 1/2 story frane house features an L-plan and side gable-end prinmary facade wth
full length first story wndows and recessed double entry. Narrow corner boards,

heavy cornice treatment and gable field wndows conposed of rectanglar openings set in
oval Banels further articulate the house. |t was constructed by Wlliam O Gonnel I, the
head bl acksmth of the Karner Carriage Vorks. OQonnell continuedwith the firm after
its purchase by Dalzell in 1845 and nay have been the smth vwo suggested the nanu-
facture of the trip-hanmer forged, heat-treated axles. (Cont.)
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A the western end of the village O%Posite the Dal zell Axle Factory and the outflow
of the MII Pond, stands the My or nna Karner House (M 32; photo 14) a 2 /2 story
Federal house built in 1795-1801, with a symmetrical 5-bay nine w ndow facade, center
chirmey plan and rectangular wndows inthe gabel fields. A2 12 story wod shed
ell was removed fromthe nort hwest corner of the house inthe 1920's. Mjor Karner
served in the Massachusetts M litia from1814 to 1830, and served as a representative

in the General Court. H also began the carriage manufactory that was purchased by
Cavid Dal zell in 1845,

Qher buildings of architectural and historical note inthe district inlcude The

Huddl e or Block Tin Shop (M40; photo 18) of ca. 1815-20 a frane building (now vinyl
sides) with full exposed basenent and cornice w ndows once used as a plunbers - pewterers
shop, and the South Egrenont Village School SM 44, photo 19) of 1880, a frame 1%story
two-room school house with a four-bay side hall plan and single round arched w ndowi n

the facade gable field, which still houses grades 1 and 2



8i Significance south Egremont Village Historic District, Egremont, VA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

X prehistoric X archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture.X religion
1400-1499 _X_ archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 .JC—agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture _X—education military X social/

_X_1700-1799 art A(—engineering music humanitarian

V 1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

A 1900- communications _X_ industry _X_ politics/government 1 transportation

X Invention 1 other (specify)
: Gonmuni ty devel opnent
Specific dates Mil tiple Bui | der/Architect Janes Reasoner, Abner Hull, Jona Bal dwi n

statenment of Significance (in one paragraph)

The South Egremont Village Historic District possesses integrity of location, setting,
design, materials, workmanship, and association. Formng a distinctive grouping of [ate
18th and 19th century residential, comercial, industrial andinstitutional architecture,
it includes outstanding exanples of several building types and regional strlistic vari -
ants nany of which were the hones of notable local citizens. Inits excellently pre-
served state, the district continuestoreflect the social, economc, and historical
factors which informed the devel opnent of this small rural Berkshire Gounty conmmunity.
Thus, the South Egrenont Village Historic District neets Criteria A B and Cof the
National Register of Historic M aces.

The history of the South Egrenont area and the Toan of Egrenont begins i n 1685 when
Robert Livingston and Killian VanRenssel | aer acquired vast tracts of |and extending
from the Hidson R ver into the Berkshires at a time when the boundary between New York
and Massachusetts was indispute. 1n1705 Gvernor Hardey of New York issuedt he
"Patent of Veéstenhook," granting lands i nthe Housatonic R ver Valley toseveral inves-
tors includi n% Livingston and VanRenssel | aer, provided certain inprovenents were nade.
The northern boundary of one of these parcels was indicated as passing close to an
Indian burial ground on land the Mahican |ater reserved for thensel ves in 1724. The
burial ground I's known today i nVést Egrenont; the granted |ands included parts of the
present day town of M. Véshington and Sheffield, as well as Vést Egrenont and South
Egrenont Village in Egrenont. .. .

Sal e of the Reservationlands was acconplished through several deeds and purchases
beginning in 1737. John Tuller and Jon Véstover had settled on or near the Reservation
in 1735 and 1744; both their houses remain today i nor near the Villlage of South
Egrenont (M & M97; latter outside district).

A Proprietor's Record was begun at a neeting in Septenber 1756, and the first distri-
bution of purchased |and was nade Marrch 25, 1760. | nFebruary of that year, the
Shawenon Purchase was nade a district under the nane of Egrenont, naned for Charles
Whndham the Earl of Egrenont. The district built its first neetinghouse in 1761 on
Tomn House Hill, onemle north of the district though it was not incorporated as a
town until August 2, 1775.

The Revolution and Shay's Rebellion slowed the growth of the town because of economc

and political reasons; the population was only 759 i n 1790. The construction of the 12th
Massachusetts Turnpi ke through the south village in 1801, however, encouraged economc
expansi on here and caused Francis Hare to nove his tavern (M16) 100 feet to the east in
order totake advantage of the increased trade on the 12th Massachusetts Tur npi ke

between Hartford and Al bany. The town's econony inthe first three quarters of the 19th
century, the period of greatest growh and now construction in South Egremont Village,
was based upon farmng, shoes, marble, and carriage axl es.
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The farmers settling inthe village followed the English and eastern Massachusetts tradi-
tion of cultivating plots anay fromtheir houses |argely because of the hilly topography
and location along Karner Brook. The village, thus, becane a focus of industrial and
conmercial activities, aswell as aresidential and institutional center.

The wat er r of Karner Brook, also called Hibbard and Godal e Brook at various tines,
was first harnessed by Andrew Karner who constructed a sawmi ||, which he conveyed t o

his grandson-in-law, Francis Hare in 1780. To the west along the brook Hooker Hibbard
constructed a second mll in 1797, this mll was reconstructed in 1832 as the M. Everett
Flouring MII (M29; photo 12?. Nathan Benjamn Jr. operated a whiskey distillery on the
brook opposite the church as late as 1832 and Lorenzo Kellogg ran a carding shop nearby.
The overall town population by the census of 1840 had grown to 1, 038.

To serve the growi ng popul ation a select school or acadeny was begun in 1829, at first
being taught at WIliam Hol | enbeck's Tavern (The Egrenont I nn, M16). |n1832, twenty-two
local residents |.ncorﬁ_orat ed the M. Everett Acadeny to provide an institution of higher
education for their children and a handsone buil ding was erected in 1831-1832 near the

M. Everett Cenetery. The school operated with various intermssions for over fifty
years with Sanuel Starr, Boenezer Channing and Paul R chards serving as teachers at
various times. 1n1882 the building becane the Town Hall and Library (M20; photo 7).

Originally religious services were held inthe Toamn House Hill Meetinghouse. The barn-
like structure was built in 1761 and used until 1832 |ocated anle north of the village
until 1849. Rev. Eliphalent Steel, a Yale College ?raduate of 1764, cane to preach

in February of 1770 and organi zed the Congregational Church with six nen and one wonan.
He remained until 1794. e Revol ution and Shay's Rebel |ion, however, divided the pastor
and his flock, and church was reorgani zed Novenber 22, 1816 with thirteen nenbers under
Rev. Aaron Kinnie. Menbership had risen totwenty nenbers by 1820 when the Rev. Gardner
Hayden becane pastor. Hiyden organi zed the first Sunday School in 1821. Vken he |eft

in 1831, however, a new church was _badIK needed; $2,007 was raised in Decener 1831
towards a new buil di n% tobe built inthe South Village. Levi and Fhoda Hare deeded

100 rods of land on the north side of the 12th Massachusetts Turnpi ke as a site upon
which tobuild the new neetinghouse, and Myor Pynna Karner (M32) contractdd tobuild
the neetinghouse and horse sheds for $2,500. The church and horse sheds, conpl eted

in August 1833, becane a focal point for the village. The "train band house' was

noved and becane a chapel in 1852 and t he parsonage was purchased in 1855 (M47, 47A &48).
The nost notabl e nanes in the yllla?e's industrial and conmercial history are Chester
Goodal e, Pynna Karner and David Dal zell.

Chester (oodal e, born in Veést StockbridgeApril 25, 1791, cane t o Egrenont in April 1812.
O July 21, the sane year, he purchased a parcel of land at the intersection of the
three roads by the brook fromLlevi Hare. 1n 1813 he set out the first of the button-
wood trees fromwhich the road today derives its nane. 1n1815 he built a tannery on
the lot and built a shoe shop and bark mill. danming the stream behind the tavern
M15), he carried on a manufacture of boots and shoes, enploying a nunber of journeynen
and apprentices. H s house (M22; photo 8) was built in 1819-1820 and he narried
Sophia Bushnel | of Sheffield April 21, 1821.
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About 1836, Goodal e entered into partnershipwth Philo Usson (M 25; pohoto 9) to devel op
an extensive marble quarrying operation near the Sheffield town line. In January 1840,
M. Upson vas one of 140 pe\?ﬁle killed in the burning of the steaner Lexi nlgton i n Long
Island Sound. The Gbodal e Wiite Marble Gonpany went on to supply high quality building
stone to Grard College in Philadelphia, the Qustons House in Boston, and the State
Capital inHartford. Yokes of 20 or nore oxen were used to transport the heavy |oads
over Ml asses Hill to the port of Hidson for shipnent.

In 1853 Gbodal e al so purchased and renodel ed the Hare Tavern (Egrenont Inn, M 1.6?,
calling it the M. Everett House. H then omed a nmarble saw mill, a carding mf{l, and
the M. Everett Flouring MIl as well.

The carriage building trade was introduced by Myjor Pynna Karner (1781--1853) (M 32;
photo 14), a son of Andrew Karner (1733-1817) which he sold in 1845 to David Dal zell.
Karner acquired his mlitary title for service in the Massachusetts M litia as conmander
of the first Brigade, 9th Division. Later he was elected and served as a State Repre-
sentative inthe General Court. Several local blacksmths, WIliamO Gonnell and MIlo
Qippen particularly held contracts wth the Karner Carriage Manufactory.

David Dalzell (M 39; photo 17) (1811-1879) cane to America from Scotland about 1820.

H apprenticed hinselt to Janes Fobbi nson of A bany, Nw York to |learn the "art, trade,
and nystery" of coach trimming in 185 K was contracted Janes Gould to trim the first
six coaches used with the fanous |oconotive "DeWtt Clinton" used on the A bany-
Schenectadly Railroad in 1831. After owiing a carriage shop in Hidson, N, he cane to
Egrenont in 1845. Dalzell began the production of axles at the suggestion of one of his
bllacksmths. A denand increased, he rebuilt the original shops and expanded production
by 1850 to supply the najor carriage nakers, Janes Quld and Long & Silsbury of A bany,
Janes Hall of Boston, John Lawence, Bradley & Pardee and J.B Brewster of Nw York,
David Smth of Springfield, and Jason Qapp of Pittsfield.

The firm wes perhaps nost notable for the devel opnent of a nethod of forging axles and
bearing collars from solid bar stock quonvIHchthey hel d several patents. In 1868,

the plant was enlarged, becomng D Dalzell & Sons, adding his sons Wlliamand David
Ji. as partners. Roscoe C Taft took an interest in the conpany after Dal zell,
S.'s death. B/ the late 19th century the conpany enBI oyed sixty men to produce 12,000
sets of boxes and axles annually, but failed in 1909 because of the conpany's failure

to begin production of autonobile axles. Athough the mll itself no |onger stands, the
cluster of workers'housing which survives (M35 M36, M38) testifies to the economc
inpact of the carriage and axle business on the community.

Few new industries appeared in the latter part of the 19th century. An exception vas
the Qork Insole Factory begun in 1879 by Arthur A Benjann (M.13{ and Wnthrop Phel ps.
B/ 1885 the conpany had incorporated as the Egrenont Manufacturing Corporation, producing
5?0 dozen insoles per day. The owners sold out in 189% and the conpany closed not |ong
after.

South Egrenont went into a period of decline between 1920 and 1930, which a short revival
of the marble industry in 1904 wasn't able to stave off. In 1930, Myjor High Snley
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purchased a large part of the depressed vi IIa%e and establ i shed a resort enpire called
Qde Egrenont, Inc. inApril 1931. Largely through his efforts tosell the villageto
the tourist trade, the village was preserved. He also owned and operated Jug BEnd Barn
Resort in Egremont and the Berkshire Inn in QGeat Barrington.

The South Egremont Village Historic District has a high probability of producing signi-
ficant archaeol ogical data assocated with al nost 300 years of donestic, agricultural,
comercial, and industrial activities inthis rural community. Qe knoan [ ndustri al

site in part|cular the Dalzell Axle Factor?/ Site (#904),located at the westernend

of the village, is likely tocontain subsurface features and cultural material which nay
provide inportant information on changi n%etechnol ogy inthis type of production throughout
the 19th century. The area should also considered sensitivefor the presence of
prehistoric cultural renmains especially from the early historic period, as i tis docunented
as having been claimed by Native Anericans inthe early 18th century.
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9. Mjor Bibliographical References

Barnes & Farnum Atlas of Berkshire County, Mssachusetts, 1904.

Berkshire Qounty Regional P anning Cormssion;, "Egrenont, [nventory of Historic

Resour ces, " 1981.

Bﬁggg EW Atlas of Berkshire Gounty, Massachusetts, J.B Beers & Gonpany, New York,
Child, Hamlton; Child s Gazetteer of Berkshire County, Massachusetts, Syracuse,

Nw York, 1885.

"D Dalzell & Sons, Dalzell Axle ," Advertisenent, Brochure, 1885.

Field, David Dudley; AHstory of Berkshire Gounty, Massachusetts, Pittsfield, 1829.
Fratal one, Mary Louise, editor; Egrenont 1756-1976, Egrenont Bicentennial Cormttee, 1976.
Karner, Wlliam J.; Recol lections, Thonas Todd Gonpany, Printers, Boston, 1920.
Smth, JJEA, editor; AHstory of Berkshire Gounty, Massachusetts, J.B Beers &
npany, New York, 1885.
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Courier, 1958.
_ , "Egrenmont, As N Father Koewlt," My 1931.
Valling, HE: "A Mp of Berkshire County, Mssachusetts," 1858.

10. Verbal boundary description and justification

See continuation formand acconpanying Assessor's naps. Pl ease note that the two
naps are at different scales and partially over lap. Together they showthe |ocations
of all properties within the district. Boundaries conformt o back property Iines

and were selected toenconpass the area and distinctive group of buildings historically
known as South Egrenont Village. See also Section 7.



LOT #

0227 (MB3)

0007a

0376 (MB4)

0762

0027 (NB2)

0672 (MB2)

0598

0015

0424 ( MB5)

0356 ( MB6)

0584 ( MB7)

0610 ( MB8)

0637 ( VB9)

NAME

Kennet h TenBr oeck
P.Q Box

S Egremont, M 01258
Cl arence Brainard

P.Q Box

S Egrenmont, MA 01258

Ni l es Gage
P.Q Box
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

Christian Behne, Sr.
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

d adys Schofield
P.Q Box
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

Mary Walt her
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Henry Fleisher
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Dante Testa
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Ri chard Logsdon
601 W 113th Street
New Yor k, Ny 10025

Ri chard Casella
16 Hillside Avenue
Naugat uck, CI 06770

Arthur Duryea, Jr.
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Barrie L. Breier
P.Q Box
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

Donal d Zi gnond
P.Q Box
S Egrenmont, M\ 01258

Od District School #2

Small | ot - no house

Rhoda Karner House 1830-1845

oen | ot

Major Plynna Karner House 1790-1801

Major Karner's Barns

Moder n House

Qpen | ot

Dalzell Axle Works Workers House

1850-55

Dalzell Axle Works - Dorm 1850

Dalzell Axle Works - Workers House

Dalzell Axle Works - Workers House

David Dalzell House 1855-60

# ACRES

2.0

.25

1.17

1.0

1.0

1.0

1.07

1.0

1.0

.45

2.58



0545

0919

0005a

0338

0580 ( M40)

0006 ( MA1)

0920

0300 (M42)

0590 ( M43)

0568 ( M45)

0922 ( M44)

0812 ( M46)

0923 (Mi7a)

Edward Gui di
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

St ephen Mock, Jr.
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Gscar Grahn
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Lena G ahn
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Charl es Grahn
P.Q Box

S Egrenont, MA 01258
Harol d Gui di

P.Q Box

S Egrenont, MA 01258

John Del molino
P.Q Box

S Egremont, MA 01258
G encross, | nc.
Terrance More
P.Q Box

S Egrermont, M\ 01258
John M Véod

P.Q Box

S Egrenont, M\ 01258

Si dney Schat zky
Shel don Geffner
200 9t h Avenue
New Yor k, Ny 10011

Town of Egrenont
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Frederick Wall hausser
W Iliam Wal | hauser

P.Q Box

S Egremont, MA 01258

Town Fire Conpany #2
P.Q Box
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

Abutter

Small House altered - no inventry

Modern House - set back

Modern House - set back

The Huddle Block-Tin Shop 1815-20

Pinckey Meach House 1800-1810

Open | ot

Barnett House 1835-1840

Chancey Chase House 1800-1815

John O'Neil House

South Egremont School 1880

Nathan Benjamin House 1821

Fire House modern

11

1.11

.56

1.0

19

2.84

4.95



0925 (M47,48) Congregational
P.Q

0136

0215 (M49)

0050 (MB9)

0127 (M56)

0211

(M55)

0436 (M54)

0083 (M53)

0003a (Mb2)

0902a (M51)

0003 (M50)

0295 (M18)

0763 (M22)

Church
Box
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

Arthur Hyatt
P.Q Box
S Egrenmont, M\ 01258

Orville Vosburgh
P.O. Box

S. Egrenont, M\ 01258
Hugh Knowl ton, Jr.
P.Q Box

S. Egremont, MA 01258

Robert Duffy
55 Liberty Street
New York, NY 10005

Robert Brunner
P.O. Box
S. Egremont, MA 01258

Richard Logsdon
601 W. 113th Street
New York, NY 10025

Barbara Kop
P.O. Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Estate of Edna Henry
P.Q Box
S. Egremont, MA 01258

Patricia LeLandais
445 East 80th Street
New York, NY 10021

Edith Sindler
P.O. Box
S. Egremont, MA 01258

Charles Kinsley

P.O. Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

M. &Ms.
P.Q Box
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

Terrance Noore

Congregational Church & Manse

Intrustion - Mbdern House

George A. Brewer House 1878-79

Lawt on, Best, Joyce House 1795

Samuel Rossiter Tenant House 1820-25

H.G. Curtiss House 1810-1815

Bettis House 1880

House 1880

J.C. O'Neil

W ber Curtiss Meat Market 1839

Tall Trees Dalzell e.g. 1880

1878-79

Carriage Barn, Tafts Folley

Samuel Bacon House 1810-1815

Barn Chester

2.0

.62

9.01

6.26

1.25

.59

1.0

1.5

.24

.25

Goodal e house nowr esi dence. 63



0927 (M22)

0437 (M57)

0924 (M20)
(801)

0717 (MI19)

0325 (M17)

0768 (M15)

0579 (M13)

0848 (M10)

0928

0756 (Mil)

0770 (MI6)

0395

0405 (M21)

June Parker Chester Goodale 1st House 1819-1820
P.O. Box
S. Egremont, MA 01258

Vincent Murphy Twin Pines 1785-1825
P.O. Box
S. Egremont, MA 01258

Town of Egremont (Academy Building) Mt. Everett Academy 1831-32

Mt. Everett Cemetery Association Mt. Everett Cemetery 1810
P.O. Box
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

Donal d Kunt z Wilber Curtiss House c. 1855
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Robert Moran Chester Goodale 2nd House 1855
P.Q Box
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

Milton Fett Little House Antiques 1900
P.Q Box
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

D Brown N.K. Bills Store J.A. Benjamin Store
P. 0. Box 1825-1830
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

Ranon Rustia Hasty House 1800-1815
P.Q Box
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

D Brown Open Lot
P.Q Box
S. Egremont, MA 01258

Benjam n & Betsy WIldman Egrenont | nn Coll ege
P.Q Box 235
S Egrenont, MA 01258

James Scal e Egremont Inn - Hare Tavern 1780-1801
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

John & Ann Wl sh Moder n House
Route 1, Box 112A
Crystal River, Florida 32629

M. &Ms. Harold Greer Hare Tenant House 1865
970 Park Avenue prior to 1858
New Yor k, Ny 10028

1.0

10.0

6.0

1.9

1.03

,67

.49

.25

22

12.64

3.0



0862 (Me3)

0228 (MR4)

0069

0108 (M25)

0251 (MR26)

0251a

0773 (M7)

0723 (M28)

0832 (MR9)

0340

0783 (MB1)

0342

0454

0178

Viol et Howard
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Violet Howard
P.Q Box
S Egrermont, MA 01258

Miurray Browner
1545 Debbi e Lane L. T.
Hewl ett, Ny 11557

O ga Knisely
P.Q Box

S Egrenmont, MA 01258
Ken Ver neul en
P.Q Box

S Egrenont, MA 01258
El | en Rossen
P.Q Box

S. Egrenont, M\ 01258
St ephen Kahn
P.Q Box

S. Egrenont, M\ 01258
Arnol d Basenan
P.Q Box

S Egrermont, M\ 01258
Terrance Moore

P.Q Box

S Egrenont, MA

St ephen Agar
P.Q Box
S Egrenmont, MA 01258

Bobbie Hallig
P.Q Box, RD #3

Wh Bliss House - after 1858 5

Decker-Bliss Blacksmith Shop after 1858 1.25

Modern House in keeping with village 5. 69

Philo Lipson House 1828-1833 .37

Kenver Ski Shop/Lorenzo Kellogg 5Q
1828-1831

2.4

Blue Bird Tea Room 1915-16 1.0

South Egremont Store 1825 .85

M. Washington, M\ 01258

Stanl ey Tannenbaum
P.Q Box
S Egrenont, MA 01258

Joseph Sturcchio
P.Q Box

S Egrermont, M\ 01258

Raynond Del mol i no
RD #3
Great

Mt. Everett Flouring Mill 1832 . 26
Abutter 2.72
Irv Balowin's Barns 1920 .75
Abutter Cottage 2.77
Modern Store c 1915 .5
Garage and Gas Station .35

Barrington, MA 01230



0328

1000 (M47a)

(Ml 2)

1003 (M6)

0737 (M7)

(805)

579a (M5)

0609 (M)

0107 (M2)

0428 (M3)

0902 (M4)

0147 (M9)

0765 (M58)

0400

0034a

Cosmas Poulos (Chesse Shop) Modern
P.O. Box
S. Egremont, MA 01258

Dorothy Brown Church - Horse Sheds 1832-33
P.O. Box N.K. Bills Store 1825-30
S. Egremont, MA 01258

Barbara Griffin Stephen Hadley House 1845-47
111 Barrow Street
New York, NY 10014

Mary Jo Lemmeriman Joseph Bacon House 1802
P.O. Box Tuller Cemetery 1778

S. Egremont, MA 01258

Dorothy Brown Wilcox-Durfee House 1800
P.O. Box

S. Egremont, MA 01258

Kenneth Vermeullen Mr. Donald Roberts
John Tuller House
P. 0. Box P. 0. Box 1761
S. Egremont, MA 01258 S. Egremont, MA 01258
Charles Hoffman O.A. Branch House, 1848-1850
P. 0. Box
S. Egremont, MA 01258
Gushing Snider William O'Connell House 1848-1850
P. 0. Box
S. Egremont, MA 01258
John & Linda Bellizzi Balizzi 1879-1880
RFD #3
Gt. Barrington, MA 01230
Jacquelyn Cobden Plxley-Decker House 1835-1840
P.O. Box
S. Egremont, MA 01258
Rena Button Mieck - Rodgers House 1820

60 W. 57th Street
New York, NY 10019

Raymond Delmolino Open lot vista
RFD #3
Gt. Barrington, MA 01230

Alexandra Rickenbacker Lot south of brook - Open lot vista
P.O. Box
S. Egremont, MA 01258

.45

4.+

(1.+ Gt.

Barr)

37,260 sqg.ft.

1.0
(4.0 Gt.

2.5

68.3

1.56

13.61

1.63

14.0

2.0

.93

2.03

Barr)



0125 Jacquelyn Cobden (Point Beck Mastoden)
P.O. Box

S. Egr&niont, MA 01258

0157 (M#61) Thomas Marino (Point Beck |I”~stoden)
P.O. Box

S. Egra-sont, MA 01258
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RECEIVED Egremont  Antiques

Route 23 (Box k93)

S Egrenmont, |I-AQ 258

IJKss. €mm March 11+ 19814

RE Egrenont Village Historic Districi
Egrenont, M\
Common-weal th of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Boston, Massachusetts

attn: Valerie A Tal mage, Executive Director

Dear M Tal nage,

| received theliterature concerning thepossible selectionof ny property and

others located within theEgrenmont Historic District, routes 23 & kl etc etc..

| vould like t ocomrent that | amgreatly i nfavor of this fortheentire village
and i nparticular for ny building andtheothers which made up t hel argest manu-
facturing of buggy springs i ntheUnited States i nthe |yth Century. M building
vas t hemanagers hone andwas, so |l amtold, built about 1810 ad, t ot heEast of

ny property i sthelarge home which was t he owners house originally and across t he
road arethree large buildings which were theactual mill conplex. But this bit of
information pales when conpared toal | theother historical sites andevents i n our
smal | but wonderful village. Please do keep ne posted as t ot heprogress of this

matter.

Sincerely,

= - -

iarrie L. Breier, prop.

Egremont Antiques



Gladys Schofield

MASS. g j » COMM.
Antiques - Appraisals - Decorating

South  Egremont Massachusetts






