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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Designed and constructed by Robert Smith of Philadelphia, the 
President's House, as built in 1756, was a brick two-story gable-roofed 
rectangular structure with a one-story polygonal bay extending from the 
west side near the southwest (rear) corner. The house was five-bays or 
39 -feet wide and 30-feet deep. Windows on the main (north) facade were 
topped by flat stone winged arches with keystones. The center door had 
a fanlight and was surmounted by a triangular pediment. The exterior' 
has retained its original appearance except for several minor alterations, 
A small double dormer window has been inserted in the center of the front 
roof (and also a similar dormer in the rear) to create a third floor. 
Both the present wide one-story frame porch on the front of the house and 
the one-story frame polygonal bay that projects from the east side of the 
house near the northeast (front) corner were added in 1868.

The interior of the house has also been little-altered. The center 
door opens into a central hall that extends through the residence to the 
rear. The original stairs are located at the rear of the hall and 
against the east (or left) wall. To the left of the hall, in front, is 
the library and in the southeast corner the study. The fireplace wall of 
the library is fully paneled. To the right of the hall are the parlor 
and, behind this, the dining room with its original polygonal bay. The 
brick and stone two-story service wing extends to the south (rear) from 
near the southwest corner. The second floor of the main house has four 
bedrooms and the third floor three more chambers. The service wing has 
two-bedrooms on the second floor. The house is in excellent condition, 
used as offices for the Alumni Council, and open to visitors.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Erected in 1756, the President's House (later known as the Dean's 
House and now as the Maclean House) served from 1768 to 1779 as the home 
of John Witherspoon, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, 
Presbyterian clergyman, president of the College of New Jersey at Princeton 
and statesman. The Georgian structure is little-altered and now serves as 
the offices of the Alumni Council of Princeton University.

Brief Sketch of the Life Qf John Witherspoon, 1723-1794

John Witherspoon was born at Yester, near Edinburgh, Scotland, on 
February 5, 1723, the son of a clergyman. He was awarded the Master of 
Arts degree at the University of Edinburgh in 1739 and a divinity degree 
in 1743. He served as a minister in Presbyterian churches in Scotland 
from 1743 until 1768. He married Elizabeth Montgomery in 1748, by whom 
he had 10 children. In 1768 he accepted the call to assume the presidency 
of the College of New Jersey at Princeton. Though not a profound scholar, 
Witherspoon was an able college president. During the period 1768  1776, 
the college of New Jersey took a new lease on life. The endowment, the 
faculty, and the student body steadily increased. He introduced to 
Princeton the study of philosophy, French, history, and oratory, and he 
insisted upon a mastery of the English language.

Witherspoon had disapproved of ministers participating in politics 
and this fact, possibly, delayed his appearance on the political stage. 
It was not until 1774 that he manifested more than a casual interest in 
the controversy with Great Britain. On June 22, 1776, however, he was 
chosen as a delegate^to the Second Continental Congress. Arriving in 
Congress at the time when Congress was on the point of adopting a resolutior 
of independence and drafting the Declaration, in a speech on July 2, he 
assured Congress that the country "had been for some time past loud in its 
demand for the proposed declaration," and stated "it was not only ripe for 
the measure but in danger of rotting for the want of it." Witherspoon 
served in Congress with some intermissions from June 1776 until 
November 1782. He was appointed to more than 100 committees and was a 
member of two standing committees of major importance--the board of war 
and the committee on secret correspondence or foreign affairs. He took 
an active part in the debates on the Articles of Confederation, assisted 
in organizing the executive department, shared in the formation of the
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new government's foreign alliances, and played a leading part in drawing up 
the instructions of the American peace commissioners. During the Revolution 
the student body at Princeton was dispersed and the college could not be used 
for educational purposes. Witherspoon spent his last years, from 1782 to 
1794, in endeavoring to rebuild the college and in this task he was only 
moderately successful. In 1783 he was elected to the New Jersey legislature 
and again in 1789. In 1787 he was a member of the New Jersey convention 
which ratified the new Federal Constitution. From 1785 to 1789 he was also 
engaged in the plan of organizing the Presbyterian Church along national 
lines. Making a major contribution, he was moderator of the first 
Presbyterian General Assembly, meeting in May 1789. His last years were sad 
and difficult, owing to the forlorn condition of the college treasury, the 
depleted state of his own purse, and the death of his wife. In 1791 he 
married the 24-year old widow, Ann Dill, by whom he had two daughters. 
Blind for the last two years of his life, Witherspoon died on his farm, 
"Tusculum," on November 15, 1794 and was buried in the college's President's 
Lot at Princeton.

History of the President's House

The President's House was designed and built by Robert Smith of 
Philadelphia in 1756. The stuucture was used from 1756 until 1879 as the 
official residence of the presidents of the college. Witherspoon lived in 
the house from 1768 until 1779, when he moved to "Tusculum" on his farm 
near Princeton. From 1779 to 1794 the President's House was occupied by 
Witherspoon's son-in-law, Samuel S. Smith, a vice-president of the college. 
From 1879 until 1968.^ the building was utilized as the residence of the 
Dean of the Faculty and known as the "Bean's House." Since 1968 the 
structure has been called the "Maclean House" and is used as the headquarters 
of the Alumni Council, the governing body of the Princeton National Alumni 
Association.


