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The 1880 Farrell Block is located on the southeast corner of Second Street 
and Denver Avenue in the business district of Hastings, Nebraska (1970 pop., 
23,580). The building is rectangular and consists of two stories over a full 
basement. As constructed, the Farrell Block was twice its present size; 
one-half of the structure was destroyed by fire in 1953 (see reconstruction 
drawing). Construction is of Colorado sandstone and the rock-faced ashlar 
of exterior walls presents a strong textural contrast to neighboring struc 
tures of brick.

A smooth stone stringcourse is between the two stories, and bays of the 
upper floor are defined by pilaster strips whose capitals regularly interrupt 
a sawtooth band of stone near the walls 1 summit. The sills of second-floor 
windows rest on the stringcourse and corners in these windows' heads are 
rounded. Surmounting the two street facades is a vigorous metal cornice 
treated with paired brackets, incised semi-circular projections, and two 
shaped larger projections the protuberance on the north (main) side being 
embossed with "FARRELL BLOCK, 1880."

Cast-iron shopfronts originally served the whole first-floor expanse 
facing Second Street, including the destroyed portion which continued east 
ward. On the extant half, only two square columns flanking the centered 
stairhall entrance remain. The essential fenestral arrangement remains 
somewhat the same, but much of the northwest corner has been filled with 
brick and a store sign occupies the upper third of the other division 
flanking the stairhall entrance. The central opening of a window arrange 
ment above the stairhall entrance and three segmental-arched windows on 
the west wall have also been filled with brick.

Included in the nomination is a two-story brick appendage fronting 
Denver Street from the Farrell Block's southwest corner (see right side of 
accompanying exterior photograph). Added ca. 1890, this three-bay 
appendage is uniform in height with the Block. Also, a corbel table near the 
addition's apex is akin to the sawtooth band on the main building. Two 
openings south of the brick section's entrance have been filled with brick.

Presently, two shops occupy the Farrell Block's first level and each 
has its own entrance from Second Street. Principal access to the second 
floor is by the stairhall whose entrance is centered on the Second Street 
facade. Original oak flooring survives throughout most of the building. 
Pressed-metal ceilings are extant in the first-floor's northern half, al 
though that in the western division is presently concealed by a dropped 
ceiling. The second floor, which originally housed offices, now serves as 
apartments.
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The Farrell Block, an 1880 commercial and office building, is historically 
significant to Hastings, Nebraska, through its associations with Thomas E. 
Farrell, an early settler in the community and an eminent citizen and local 
leader during Hastings' formative years. The building occupies a prominent 
corner in the community's business district and attains visual distinction 
as being the only 19th-century stone edifice in that area. Also, the 
Farrell Block is a viable reminder of the 1880s, a period of impressive 
population growth and financial prosperity in Hastings.

The 1870s had mostly been a period of raw growth for Hastings and 
Adams County, but by the beginning of the following decade the atmosphere 
became calmer, although rapid expansion continued. The 1880s in Hastings 
was essentially a period of orderly development, with institutions being 
established and foundations laid (Creigh, Adams County: The Story, p. 19).

Thomas E. Farrell (1852-1902) arrived in Hastings in 1872 from Illinois 
and is counted as one of the town T s pioneer residents (Hastings Daily 
Tribune, Obituary of Farrell, December 8, 1902, p. 1). He performed 
survey work for the St. Joseph and Denver Railroad Company, was one of 
four men who laid out Hastings, and was largely responsible for the com 
pletion of the rail between Hastings and Denver (Burton and Lewis, Past 
and Present of Adams County, p. 337).

Farrell became deeply involved in the development of Hastings and served 
the community in several public capacities: he was elected to the city council 
in 1874, 1875, and 1887; and was appointed County Surveyor in 1881, City 
Engineer in 1874 and 1875, Park Commissioner in 1886, and Street Commis 
sioner in 1874. In addition, Farrell served on the Board of Directors of 
the Hastings Land, Loan, and Building Association, and in 1879 he was part 
of a committee that secured Hastings as the site of a four-year Presbyterian 
college. Farrell was also instrumental in having Hastings selected as the 
location for the Immaculate Conception Academy, a Roman Catholic school, 
donating ten acres for its campus. Prior to the construction of a Catholic 
church in Hastings, services were held in his residence.
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Shortly after his arrival in Hastings, Thomas Farrell became engaged in 
the contracting business and he acquired interest in Colorado mines: Hastings 
directories of the 1880s and 1890s list him as a stone contractor. In 1880, 
Farrell and his partner, George Mowrey, had a substantial building erected 
on the southeast corner of Second Street and Denver Avenue. Sandstone used 
for the building 1 s construction was transported from Farrell's mines in 
Cripple Creek, Colorado, 450 miles southwest of Hastings. The architect 
engaged was Charles C. Rittenhouse, a native of Van Wert County, Ohio, who 
had served a carpenter's apprenticeship in his home state and had spent 
several months in the architectural office of Tolan and Son in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. Rittenhouse arrived in Hastings in 1877 and he opened an archi 
tectural practice in 1878 (Creigh, Adams County: The People, p. 208).

As constructed, the Farrell Block, or the Stone Block as it has come to 
be commonly known, was twice its present size. Originally, the main facade 
fronted Second Street for 88 feet, but literally half of the structure was 
destroyed by a fire in 1953. The second floor of the destroyed section 
contained a large "hall" that served as offices for Adams County's govern 
ment between 1880-90. Thomas Farrell had been a force in moving the county 
seat from Juniata to Hastings in 1880, and was part of a group that fought 
off Juniata residents trying to regain relocated records (Hastings Daily 
Tribune, April 25, 1953, p. 1). After the completion of a permanent courthouse, 
the second floor was pressed into service as a school, and later it served 
as a B.P.O.E. meeting hall (Ibid). The first floor of the destroyed section 
traditionally housed small businesses.

Despite alterations, the extant half of the Farrell Block retains its 
significant design, and the ca. 1890 brick addition at the southwest corner 
maintains the same scale and a similar fenestral rhythm. Much of the 
Farrell Block's architectural importance to Hastings is derived from its 
being of stone construction; it was the first stone building in the com 
munity and is the only remaining 19th-century commercial building of stone 
in the business district. For its historical significance, the building 
likewise maintains sufficient integrity to convey the period of association 
with Thomas Farrell. From 1880 ca. 1900, Farrell maintained an office in 
the extant half, as did Charles Rittenhouse, the building's architect. 
Farrell's residence in Hastings remains also, but it was constructed later 
and does not convey the same sense of Farrell's significance as an early 
Hastings resident and community leader.
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