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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The locomotive Hercules and Coach #2 are located 100 yards east of the park amphitheater.
They are in poor conditiondue to constant abuse by visitors. A fence, with gate, hasbeen
erected around the iron engine and wooden coach. The basic structural material remains
in fair condition, but glass windows have been replaced with plexiglass. All interior
fixtures have been removed by vandals with the exception of the wooden-framed seats. The
engine and coach are periodically painted, and minor repairs are made to maintain their general
appearance. Both are partially protected from adverse weather by a roofed structure with
open sides.

Locomotive "Hercules' was steam-powered and hada maximum boiler pressure of 125 p.s.i.
This type of design was often referred to as a "dummy" locomotive; and it was felt that, with

its appearance being similar to a streetcar, it would not frighten horses along its path. The
ceiling of the cab measures 85" from the floor at the center and 72" at the wall. The interior of
the cab is eight feet wide. The exterior of '""Hercules' is nine feet wide, twenty-three feet long,
and stands eleven feet high.

The classification of the steam locomotive with cab and boiler enclosed is an 0-4-2T. This
refers to the wheel arrangement, the ""0" indicating no pilot or preceding wheels, four powered-
drive wheels (two on each gide), and two trailing wheels for support and stability. The "T"
stands for tank, indicating the locomotive carried its own water supply, not requiing a tender.
The locomotive has a steel pilot or "cowcatcher' and is painted black with white lettering.

Wooden Coach #2 is an interesting combine car (combination coach and baggage). It is of the

open platform type common before the days of enclosed diaphragms between cars. These cars
were heated by coal stoves, usually with one at each end of the car. Coach #2 has a clerestory-
type roof and a baggage door which slides on an exterior track. It measures 35'6" long, 8'8'" wide,
and 11'6" high. The interior height from floor to ceiling at center is 8'1" and the inside width
measures 7'10". Doors at each end of the car are 28 5/8" wide and 6'3 3/8" high. In its operational
lifetime, Coach #2 has apparently had its wheels replaced at various times, although those
currently on the car were manufactured by the Louisville Car Wheel Company and are dated
6/25/1917 and 9/14/1915. The wheel carriages are a '""Type No. 11'" and manufactured by the

Ohio Falls Car Company of Jeffersonville, Indiana, across the river from Louisville. This

firm is more than likely the manufacturer of the entire car. This combine behind Locomotive
""Hercules'' is painted red.

The Mammoth Cave Railroad Company used the early link-and-pin couplers. These couplers

were quite dangerous and, if not careful, railroad personnel were often crushed between cars.

The Van Doren Coupler Company of Chicago was the manufacturer for these components which were
produced in 1902. The male coupler is a No. 6, and the female is a No. 5. This link-and-pin
coupler system was the forerunner of the modern knuckle couplers used today. The equipment is
“outfitted with steam joint brakes manufactured by the Vacuum Brake Company of Watertown,

New York, in 1925. This brake system is the only known alteration, or improvement, to the

property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mammoth Cave Railroad was constructed between Glasgow Junction (Park City) and the
Mammoth Cave Hotel in 1886. Its purpose was to transport visitors from the main railroad
line in Glasgow Junction to the Hotel and Cave. It replaced a stagecoach line .

During its period of operation between 1886 and 1929, the railroad utilized four locomotives of
this "dummy'" type. All were built by the shops of the Baldwin Locomotive Works of
Philadelphia, Burnham, Perry, Williams, and Company. The railroad purchased Locomotive
#4 from the East End Railway of Memphis, Tennessee. Constructed in August 1888, it was
brought to its present location in 1931. The original Locomotive "Hercules' #3 was unable to
make the last run, so Locomotive #4 was named "Hercules' in keeping with tradition.

The Mammoth Cave Railroad played an important role in bringing more people to the cave and
improved transportation for the local populace. It also served local residents as an avenue

of trade to ship farm products to the town of Glasgow Junction ard bring back supplies from the
merchants in to wn. This "dummy" type locomotive and its accompanying combine coach
were among the last of their kind used in the United States. Their final run occurred in 1931,
thereby dissolving the Mammoth Cave Railroad Company, one of Kentucky's most colorful
short-line railroads. These two pieces of equipment are currently on display for the
educational benefit of the public .

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (continupd)
Survey of Historic Sites in Kentucky (Supplement) - 1975 State
Kentucky Heritage Commission, Frankfort, Kentucky
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