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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This cottage when originally built about 181$ had a small square 
front stoop with two small columns in the front and two pilasters against 
the house itself (according to authentic records, but no picture available).

About i860 it was remodeled as shown by picture A-68-*£ attached, in 
essentially the Gothic revival style. Certain features of the Italianate 
Villa were incorporated as indicated by the porch columns. The porch 
extending across the entire front was added, as well as other decorations . 
and features shown by the picture. The general appearance being similar to 
that of wa cottage in the English or Rural Gothic Style " as shown by 
figure 9 in Andrew Jackson Downing 1 s "Cottage Residences, Rural Architecture 
and Landscape Gardening,

The cottage was slightly remodeled in the early 1900 's as it is today 
with removal of some of the decorative embellishments. Its renovation was 
done in good taste and in its present state, it is a fine example of a 
Victorian cottage.

The house is a story and a half, frame construction, with brick 
foundation, clapboard siding, gracefully proportioned windows with 9/9 
lights containing much original glass, and a single high-pitched center 
g;able with flanking well proportioned dormers. The rear roof has been raised 
to allow more space on the second floor. Cornice is plain with interesting 
trim. A front porch extends full length of the house and is supported by 
six simple square columns connected with wood handrail and balusters. There 
is a handsome entrance with square sidelights and six panel door opening 
into the entrancV~hali.

The plan is formal with two rooms to the right which have been com 
bined into one larger room for entertainment. The interior trim is simple 
but very impressive with nice profiled back bands. The fireplaces are 
decorated with beautiful hand-carved mantles. Stair is plain with simple 
square ballisters and handrail. The original, pine floor remains on the 
second floor. Many original raised paneled doors mortise and tenon with 
pegs have survived the renovation of the house throughout the years.

This house is presently well maintained as an historic site and is 
open to the public for special occasions.
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Architects Feiss & Wright, in connection with their historical survey 
of Macon, 1970, pointed out this cottage as being unique with the second 
story dormer window arrangement and outstanding among many beautiful 
cottages throughout the city.

The Lanier cottage was built and is situated in a very select 
neighborhood that is included in the area recommended as a Historic 
District, and it's attractive architectural appearance is an outstanding 
addition to that district.

This Victorian Cottage, built about 181*0 is not only architecturally 
significant for its integrity of beauty and charm, but also because it is 
revered as the birthplace of_the_£amous American poet, Sidney Lanier. &*•?•

He was born here Febuary 3, I81f2, and spent most of his life in and 
out of Macon. Macon, where his family lived, was home base for his travels 
for business and health reasons. Sidney Lanier was a man of great versa 
tility and talent and has received recognition as a poet, musician, philos- 
pher, teacher, mathematician, lawyer, and soldier. His accomplishments 
have been acknowledged by many memorials throughout the country and by his 
inclusion with other poets, scholars, statesmen and benefactors of man 
kind in the Hall of Fame at New York University.

The Macon cottage where he was born is probably his most significant 
shrine and is traditionally the most important landmark relating to him 
not only in Macon, but elsewhere in Georgia and the Nation. A Sidney 
Lanier commemorative stamp is being issued by the U.S. Postal Service on 
his 130th birth anniversary (2/3/72) and the ceremonies in connection there 
with will be held in Macon, emphasizing the importance of the little cottage 
on High Street.

This man is recognized as one of the great poets .of all times, not 
only in America but in literary circles in many other countries, and it 
would seem entirely fitting that the place of his birth, which has been 
so well preserved and has been so ardently venerated these many years, 
should be further recognized by the inclusion of this beautiful little 
cottage on the National Register.
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

32 ° 50 ' 16 " 83 ° 38 ' 13 "
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