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1. Name of Property

historic name First Congregational Church of Hyde Park
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 6 Webster Street  not for publication

city or tow/n Boston (Hyde Park) * vicinity

state  Massachusetts code MA county  Suffolk code 025 zip code 02136

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this*"nomination « request for
detemnination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets
the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the propertyj*jneets * does not meet the National

Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant ¢ nationally < statevifide *SJocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for
Iditional comments.)

SiMature of certifying official/Title (@] Date 41

Signature of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

Signature of Federal agency and bureau

4. National Pyk Service Certification
| hereby certifiyfriat the property Is; ne'SiaMtufe of the Keep”™ / /IDate of Action

Ifeettared in the National Register.
+ See continuation sheet.

» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.

» detemiined not eligible for the
National Register.

« removed from the National
Register.

other, (explain;)



First Congregational Churcli of Hyde Park
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of PropertyCategory of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
QC private ia:building(s)
e public-local « district
e public- State » site
* public-Federal  structure
» object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter 'N/A" 1f property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A
6. Function of Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION / rdigiousfacility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Gothic Reyivd

Narrative Description

Suffolk County. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION / rdigiousfacility

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation = STONE
wdls STONE/ granite

roof STONE/ date
Other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The First Congregationa Church of Hyde Park survives as an early-twentieth-century landmerk for its
trangtiona neighborhood, separating busnessand resdentia districts, and continues as an active socid center
for the surrounding community. The chiu-ch occupies a 27,314 squarefoot lot a the comer of Webger and
River Siregtsin Hyde Park. The property dopesfrom wes to eedt allowing the lower level of the building to
open a gradeonthe east end. An iron fence, added in 1931, wraps the property. The one and one-haf-story, t-
shaped plan church islocated a the western end of the rectangular shgped 1ot with the two and one-half-story
education wing atached to the eest 9de of the church. The church is distinguished by rough granite ashlar
walls, wood awning and double-hung windows and steep-doped gable roofs covered with date. The windows
in the church were originally dear glass and then replaced with stained glassin 1917. The stained glasswes
eventudly covered with acrylic pandsto prevent vandas from bresking the glass The windows of the
education wing have dways been dear glass. The main entrance door & the west end of the church is contained
within apointed arch opening as isthe large window above. The gable roof of the education wing ends in
paired gablesthat run perpendicular to the chiuch. All gable ends are pargpeted.

The main body of the church isrectangular in shepe, approximately fifty-six feet wide by eighty-six feet deep.
A twenty-foot square bell tower rises gpproximately forty-five feet above grade a the northwest comer of the

church. Thiscagtdlated tower has buttressed comers and three Sdes are punctured with pointed-arch louvered
openings a the bell house. The education wing is gpproximately forty-onefeet wide by seventy-one feet degp
and gts perpendicular to the church dong the west elevation.

The wallsof the entire building are clad with Weymouth Ssem granite and windows are typically triple wide.
The north and south eevations of the church havetwo rows of windows equaly spaced. At the sanctuary level
the center window is fixed and the outer windows have awvning sseh a the bottom. The north and south
eevations of the education wing have three rows of equally goeced double-hung windows. The et elevation
of the education wing is fenedrated by three baysof dongated windows centered on the elevation. Bays that
are cgpped with gabled wall dormers flank this centra section. The main church entries a the west end and the
north sde of the bell tower, contain paired, wood pand doors with stained glasslitesdivided into agrid paitern
in the upper pand. The other entrance doors to the building dong the north elevation contain single wood pand
doors with clear glasslites filling the top pand.

The main entrance doors to the sanctuary are centered on the west elevation and are reached by a shalowri seof
four Sepsentering into avestibule that goans the width of the church. A ssoond st of doors a the north
elevation of the bell tower isreached by ariseof thirteen Segpsaso entering into the vestibule.  The double
doors from the vestibule into the sanctuary enter on axis with the chance a the eest end.

(continued)
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Theinterior is Ssmply adomed with open web raised-chord tmsses spanning the sanctuary. The wallsand
ceiling arefinishedwith painted plaster. The center aide is carpeted with sained wood pews to eech sde. Wall
soonces and six chanddiers provide the primary light. Stepsin the vestibule lead to the ba cony that spans the
length of the sanctuary & the west end. A door to the north of the pulpit leedsto astair hall and the besament
and educationd wing. The basement can d0 be reached by aset of gairsin the vestibule. The dtar areaa the
et end of the sanctuary was reconstmcted from araised platform and pulpit to a chancd with pulpit and
lectem on elther Sde and commimion table a the back in 1931.

A kitchen and large meeting room are located in the basement below the sanctuary. The large meeting room in
the basement has painted plaster walls and ceiling. Thekitchen islocated a the west end of the room and was
most recently rehabilitated in 1962. The atached education wing originally contained asmall chapd,
dassrooms, restrooms and aladies parlor. The chapd was rehabilitated into additiona classroom, meeting
room goeceand alibrary in 1961. The ladies parlor was converted into aminister's office. Today there are
approximatey four to five rooms per level entered off of a centra corridor or the main stair hall. Therooms
typically have painted plaster walls.

One, two- and three-gtoryframehousss to the west, north and eedt and two- and three-story masonry buildings
to the south characterize the surrounding neighborhood. The smctures typically date from aroimd the turn of
the twentieth century to the present. A small grasscovered idand Stsin the road directly across the street from
the front of the church. Access to the church property isprovided through gatesin the iron fence. There ae
smdl plantings and shrubs aong the west and north Sdesof the church, evergreen trees on the southwest comer
of the property and some deciduous trees on the northeast comer of the property.

(end)



Firgt Congregationd Church of Hyde Park
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mart< "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

* B Property is associated v the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

* D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
[Mark "x" in all boxes that apply.)

Property is:

X A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

« B removed from its original location.

* C a birthplace or grave.
« D a cemetery.
« E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

« F a commemorative property.

Suffolk County. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1910- 1949

Significant Dates

1910, 1917

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is mari<ed above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Architect / Kilham & Hopkins Architects
Stained glass / Charles J. Connick Studio

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fomn on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

* preliminary determination of individual listing (36 » State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested » Other State agency

« previously listed in the National Register » Federal Agency

* previously determined eligible by the National * Local government
Register e  University

» designated a National Historic Landmark e Other

« recorded by t Historic American Buildings Survey Name of Repository:

#
* recorded by Historic American Engineering
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Congregationa Church of Hyde Park iseligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Flaces
mesting criteria A and C a the locd level. A religious property, it megtscriteria consderation A for its
architecture. The present church houses the second oldest congregation in Hyde Park and sarves as an early-
twentieth-century landmark for itstransitional neighborhood, separating the Cleary Square business district
from neighboring resdences

Historicaly, the Ste falls under the category of socid history becauseit was a gathering oot for many of the
Bogton busnessmen and their families that moved to Hyde Park looking for the opermessand safety of the
suburbs.

Architecturaly, the church is an excellent local example of Neo-Gothic Revival and significant for its
asociaion with the prominent Boston architectura firm of Kilham and Hopkinsas well as the sained glass
dudio of Charles J. Connick.

SOCIAL HISTORY

Early development of Hyde Park began in November 1855, when agroup of Boston businessmen known as
"The Twenty Associates’ purchesed farmland in Milton with the intention of building avillage. AlpheusP.
Blake' weas presdent of the organization and he purchased the land from Deacon Nathan Tucker. The asodates
built and occupied twenty identical houses on their purchase. Remaote from downtown Boston, these
businessmen hed to walk to Milton or Dorchester in order to commute to the city. The new village was called
Fairmount after Farmount Park in Philadephia

The areagrew rapidly and Hyde Park was incorporated on April 30,1868. The new town encompassed parts of
Dorchester, Dedham and Milton.* The Rev. Henry Lyman named the new community after Hyde Park in
England. The newly incorporated town hed 3500 residents, three smal schools, one large school, six religious
socidties and three churches. Budnessssincluded acotton mill, peper mill, woolenmill, vise factory, car hops
and needle factory

(continued)

" AlphausP. Blakeisliged in Bogon City directories as a ddat collector for the Internd Revenue  In the book Hyde Park
the First Hundred Yearshe is d 0 ligted as presidant of the Boston and Revere Beech railroad.

" Hyde Pak wes mecke up of 1300 aores from Dorchester, 800 aoars from Decham and 700 aores from Milton.

" The Hyde Pak Ceantennid Commiittes Hyde Park The First hundred Years 1868-1968, (Hyde Pak Tribune Publishing Co.,
1968) 16.
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Thefirst religious mestings held in this newly settled areaoccurred in the home of AlpheusP. Blake in 1857.
The mestings were nondenominational. The first church was organized in 1860 and it was Episcopa. The
Congregationdists garted to hold their own servicesin Bragg's Hall in December of that same year. InJdune
1862, an Ecclesagtica Council" was called to formally organize alocal Congregationa church. The council
finally met on May 7, 1863, and gpproved organization of the Hyde Park Congregational Church. There were
ten original members, saven men and three women, mostly working dasspeople. Henry Adamswas listed in
Boston City directories as "tressurer Pogt Office," Thomas Hammond was atailor, John Lawsonwas a
shipwright and Albert Knight was aclerk in Boston.'

Membership grew sowly and in 1865 land was donated a the comer of Fairmount Avenue and Everett Square
(now Logan Square) for achurch building. By 1867 the congregation had grown to thirty-eight members ad
the church was receivingfinanci al asssance from the Home Missonary Sodety.” 1t was decided to build a
parsonage for the minister and his family and to proceed with building a church. The new parsonage on Oak
Siret was completed in Sgptember 1867 and a contract for the church building was awarded that same month.
The Gothic style church cogt $15,526 and was dedicated on October 15, 1868. The congregation of 111 planned
for growth because the new church could seet 500 people. Shortly before the church was completed, the name
wes officially changed to The First Congregationa Church of Hyde Park.

The population of Hyde Park grew rapidly during the lagt quarter of the nineteenth century, and by 1880
Unitarian, Catholic, Baptist and Methodist churches had been organized. A sscond Congregationa church,
Clarendon Congregationa, was organized about 1876. Thischurch eventualy closed and its membersjoined
the Firgt Congregational Church. In the early 1880s, the First Congregationa Church of Hyde Park enlarged its
church to provide seeting for 730. The congregation grew to nearly 700 membersby 1892.

By the end of the centiuy the congregation was feeling that the Fairmoimt Avenue church was no longer
adequatefor their nesdsand the present |ot on Webster street wias purchased for $12,500. On December 5,
1905, the congregation voted to build anew church. A fund drivewas sarted and the ground bresking for the
present church was held on March 3, 1910. The cornerstone wes laid on April 30 of that year and articlesfrom
the origina churches cornerstone were placed in the new cornersone aong with newspapers, photographs and
alist of current members. The church was completed by the end of the year for acost of gpproximately $63,000
including furnishings. The new structure was of Weymouth Ssem face granite and it had a seeting

(continued)

" The Ecdedadicd Coundl condgted of pegtors or mambas from seven area Congregationd churches

' The ten arigind mambass &s liged in Higory of the The First Congregationd Church were Mrs. Haneh M. Adams ad
Herry S Adams Enoch E. Blake, Thames Hammond and Mrs. Harriet W. Hammond, John Lawson, Rev. Hiram Carlton and Mrs.
May J. Carlton, Albert Knight and Sylvester Phdps

* The Home Missonary Soddly is pat of the United Congregetiond Church (U.C.C)).
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capacity of 520 on the main floor and 170 inthe balcony. The organ cost $9000 and was donated by Mr.
Edward E. Taylor of Boston in honor of his mother Mrs. Almira B. Taylor. Thefirst service was held in the
new church January 1, 1911. The organ was not instaled imtil June of 1911.

The old church was leasad "for movie picture entertainment imder proper supervison,™* and the chapd atached
to it was rented to the American Stationary Company. The Fairmount Avenue church was finally sold in
November 1915, for $15,000.

Ore year after the Webster Street church was completed the resdents of Hyde Park became dissatisfied with
town water ratesand sarvice and they voted for annexation to Boston. Hyde Park was athriving commimity by
thistime and home to many busnessmen that commuted to work in Boston. The church often served as asocid
outlet for women whase domain was largely confined to the home while their husband's domain was the outsde
world. The majority of active organizations a the First Congregationad Church were for women including the
Women's Home Missionary Union, Auxiliary of Women's Board of Missions, and the Maternad Associafion.
Other active groups were the Pastor's Aid, the Y oung Peoples Society of Christian Endeavor, the Church Aid
Society and the Men's Club. InApril 1915, acharter for Boy Scout Troop 3 was granted to the church. This
waes the first Boy Scout troop in Hyde Park. Eight yearslater Cub Scout Pack 3 was organized.

When the Webgter Street church was congtructed the windowswere of plain glassand it was hoped that dained
glass could be ingtalled when funding became available. 1n 1916, Almira B. Taylor gavethe money for the
daned glasswindowsin memory of her son, Edward E. Taylor, who had died the year before." Thewindows
were mede by the Charles J. Connick Studio in Boston and the theme for the windows was "The Evolution of
Christianity." There were nine windowsinall, eight of them having three pandls, and they were ingtalled in
1917. The cost of the windowswas approximately $9000.

From the moment the church wasfinished it thrived as asocid center for the commimity. The Norfolk School

of Religious Education was garted in 1916 and it offered dassesin Bible study, psychology and teecher training
to nameafew. For eight yearsthe school trained Smday school teechersand others and was atended by people
from many of the surroimding commimities. The school lasted for eight years. The community

(continued)

' BEdwad E. Taylor isliged in Bason City Directories s "'pres. 57 Lincoln h. Hotd Vendome™ Itisnot dear whet busness
wes located a 57 Lincoln, but 1 mey have bean a family busness Edward Taylor died nov. 15, 1915 and his ngphew, George M.
Peebody, islided as "pres 57 Lincoln” after thet date Mr. Regbody lived & 51 Besoon in Hyde Pack. Almira B. Taylor, mather of
Edward and grandmather of George Pegbodly, lived a 50 Besoon Street in hyde Pak. Bogton City Directories list her as widow of
Sephen L. Taylor.

' The Hyde Pak Centennid Committes, 24.

" The orgen in the church hed been donated by BEdward E. Taylor in honor of his mother AlmiraB. Taylor. When Mr. Taylor
ded he left agift of $5000 to the church that wes used to sart an endowmatt fund.
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Schoal of Religious Education was organized in January 1926, as a successor to the Norfolk School. More
recently the New Beginnings Academy, aprogressve school for nursery school age through third grade,
operated out of the church's education wing. That school closed about 1995 and the YMCA occupied the
vacated space, renting three rooms for after school programs and anursery. Thishes been an idedl Situation for
the YMCA whaose main building is located adjacent to the church.

The congregation has been involved inlocal, national and world eventsthroughout the years. The ladies of the
congregation served lunch to loca busnessmen during the mid-twentieth century; food hes dways been
provided to shut-ins a Thanksgiving, Chrismas and Eadter; the minister corregponded with soldiers from the
loca areaby mail during WWI11; andfinancial support hes been given to missonaries in China, India, Africa
and Micronesaa various times.

At itspesk in the 1940s and 50s the church had a congregation of gpproximately 1,000. There have been
many socia groups for men, women, and youths throughout the history of the chiu-ch as well as bible sudy
dassesand choirs. In the 1920s and 30s the church participated in Smimer union serviceswith the other
Protestant churchesin Hyde Park. Dinners were held on aregular badsfor meetings and socids. Today,
because of the decline in membership, potlucks are held right after church services.

The present membership of the church is approximately 110, but they remain an active congregation. There
continues to be an active youth group and Women's Association, the church donatesfood to the local food
pantry a the Episcopa Church and shut-ins continue to be remembered whenill and a the holidays with notes,
plants and candy.

ARCHITECTURE

The present First Congregationa Church of Hyde Park is an excellent example of Neo-Gothic Revival (or
Modem Gothic) ecclesagtical architecture and significant for its association with the prominent Boston
architectura firm of Kilham and Hopkinsas well as the dained glass studio of Charles J. Cormick. TheNeo-
Gothic style was apart of the Academic Architecture that was occurring in the United States aroimd the turn of
the century. "Academic" can be defined as referring to away of handling earlier styles of architecture, refining
and correcfing them according to rules or attitudes learned "academically.""

(continued)

Ruth Higbee, interview by author, 9 July 1998,
" Alan Gowans Syles and Types of North American Architecture, (new Y ork: harperCallins Publishers 1992) 216.
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The Neo-Gothic style was largely promulgated by Ralph Adams Cram, the foremost church architect of the
ealy twentieth century. Cram opened an office in Boston in 1899 with Charles Francis Wentworth after
studying architecture in Boston and in Europe. Together they determined that Gothic architectiu-e was the most
gopropriate architecture for American Christian churches. Their design intention wes to avoid copying Gothic
churchesof the seventeenth century, but to work with historical formsand principles and interweave modem
dements. Cram was following in the footsteps of the Oxford Movement in Europe and was trying to reform
ecclesadtic architecture inthe United States The Oxford Movement began in Oxford, England in 1833 and was
ardigiousreviva within the Church of England that emphasized the catholic origins of the church. There wes
abelief that the Church of England was more than a merdly human institution because the catholic church hed
bean created by divine authority. The movement began to fade in the 1850s, but the religious revival brought
about arenewed interest in theology and church history and inspired new artistic achievementsin ecclesadticad
music and architecture among other things. Gothic architectiu-e hed traditionally been a symboal of the catholic
church and this reform brought about arenewed interest in the Gothic style. Inhis book. Church Building A
Study of the Principles of Architecture intheir Relation to The Church, Cram dates that to build a church
properly itis necessary to build it as Gothic; sdect an architect who believes in the Church and sympathizes
with her, who imdergands Gothic as living, not a ahistorical style; and build alittle now and build it right.
Cram desgned many Neo-Gothic chiu-ches across the United States and his most notable commission was for
the Cathedrd Church of Saint John the Divine in New Y ork City. Cram redesgned the nave and westfrontof
the church, astmctitre still luifinished and originally plarmed as the world's largest cathedrd.

Kilham and Hopkins Architects are best known for their educationa buildings and residentia work.

Wadter H. Kilham was bom in Beverly, MA in 1868 and sudied architecture a the Massachusdtts I nstitute of
Technology (MIT), graduating in 1839. A few years after graduation he won the Rotch Traveling Scholarship,
an awvard given to young architects 0 they can travel and sudy architectitre independently. He spent two years
traveling in Europe and doing advanced sudy in Paris. Mr. Kilham opened his office in 1898 and wasjoined by
James C. Hopkinstwo yearslater. James Hopkinswas bom in JamaicaPlain, MA in 1873 and sudied &
Boston "Tech," graduating in 1895. The two men met while working for the Boston architectura firm of
Window and Wetherdl and they remained busness partnersimtil Mr. Hopkins deeth in 1938.

While studying in Paris, Kilham met severd architects studying a the Ecole des Beaux-Arts who would
influence hiswork later in his career. MIT's campus had been designed basad on the Beaux Arts Classiciam
and the architecture school's curriculum was based on the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, but Kilham doubted the vaue
of that training for an American architect. The Boston architectura commimity continued to follow the English

(continued)

Reaph Adams Cram, Church Building A Sudy of the Principles of Architecture in their Rdaions to The Church, (Bogon:
Smdl, Maynard & Company, 1901).
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modds for training as they had snce colonia times even though the Beaux Art atdier sysem had launched a
new gpproach to architectural education that would goread throughout the United States. Not all Beaux Arts-
trained architects gpproached their work in the same scholarly manner and they favored different styles, but the
principles of historical styles provided the begsfor al desgns. Clearly articulated and rational floor plans were
dressad. Gothic venears were quite common for college quadrangles, certain churches and skyscrgperswhere
an expression of talness or "soaring” was desred.” Kilham and Hopkins projects gopear to reflect the idea of
favoring different styles.

Prior to the First Congregationa Church being built, most of Kilham and Hopkins work wes private resdences
for the upper-middle dass, public schools and urban gpartment houses. After 1910, they continued to work on
civic gmctures, but they are best known for their low-cost housing desgn and community planning. One of
their most successfiil desgnsworth noting isthe garden suburb of Atlantic Heights in Portsmouth, NH. The
community was aUnited States government housing project for WWI shipyard workers. TheFirst
Congregationa Church gppears to be arare example of Neo-Gothic architecture by the firm, their other
buildings tended to be more of the Colonial Revival and Arts and Craftsstyles. The design for the exterior of
the church gppears smilar to Cram, Wentworth and Goodhue's design of Christ Church (1894) a the comer of
River and Maple Streetsin Hyde Park. The First Congregational Church isdso arare example of ecdesadic
architecture by the firm. Two other known churchesworked on by the firm include Saint Mary's Episcopd
(1884) in Bogton's North End and the Unitarian Universdist Church (1910) in Marbleheed.

Raph Adams Cram sad that churches should be of brick or gonewith smple plans and mass. The First
Congregationa Church was desgned as a smple rectangle with acomer bell tower and a smple rectangular
shaped educationd wing atached to one end. The entire building wes clad with abuff colored gone. The
Gothic omamentation included the buttressed tower with acagdlated top, pointed arch entrance doors and

windows and the pargpet gebled roof. On the interior, the open web raised-chord trusses have pointed arch
bottoms that mimic a vault.

The smple design of the church isdsotypical of the design of Protesant churches. The interior is acenter ade
church with araised pulpit a the eest end and balcony & the west. The main level condsts of the ssnctuary and
the lower level contains akitchen and alarge meeting room. The attached education wing to the eest originaly
contained asmall chapd, dassooms, restrooms and aladies parlor. The chapd was rehabilitated into
additional dassroom and meeting room goaceand alibrary in 1961. The ladies parlor was converted to a
minister'soffice.

(continued)

" William H. Jordy, American Buildings and Their Architects, Vdume 4, (New york: Oxford University Press 1972) 347.
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When the church was first consmcted, the windows were of plain glasswith the hopes of buying stained glass
in the fiiture. In 1915, the church beganto look for an artist to makethe sained glasswindows. Raph Adams
Cram was contacted inlight of his expertise in Gothic Architecture. Mr. Cram highly recommended the studio
of CharlesJ. Connick. Mr. Connick was interviewed and his previous projects reviewed. Mr. Connick was
hired in 1916 and Raph Adams Cram was hired as consulting architect.

CharlesJ. Connick was bom in Springboro, Pennsylvannia in 1875. He dropped out of high school to help
support his family and eventudly gpprenticed a Rudy Brothers Glass Company in Pittsburgh. Oncehis
gpprenticeship was done, he worked for sudiosin Pittsburgh, New York and Boston. While working as a
desgner for Soence, Moakler, and Bell in Boston he received his first commisson in 1909. It was for the
GeorgeH. Champlin Memorial Window & All Saints Parish Church inBrookline. All Saintswas desgned by
Raph Adams Cram and the first of many collaborations between the two men. Connick left Sobence, Moakler,
and Bell and worked as an independent artist out of other shops, eventudly opening his own studio in Bostonin
April 1913. Noreen O'Gara, a Connick scholar, notesthat "together Cram and Connick were largely respongble
for the shiftin nationa taste avay from the pictorial, opaescent geass desgned by John LaFarge, LouisC.
Tiffany and their imitators toward an gppreciation of historicist, neo-medieva windows.

Once Cram and Connick were hired adecison nesded to be mederegarding the design of the windows. Dr.
Owen, the current minister of the church, chose the theme and subjects for the windows. The themefor the
windows was "The Evolution of Christianity” and the windows, beginning in the southeest comer of the
sanctuary and working clockwise, are named "Preparation,” "The Advent,” "Training,” "Discipleship,”
"Teaching,” "Magtery," "Suffering,” and "Victory." The large window on the west wall of the bacony is
labded "The Soread of the Gospd." The windows were dedicated ina a service on December 16, 1917. An
article in The Sunday Herald described the windows as aregd magnificence of jeweled colors with a richness
and splendor that isdmost overwhelming. The article continuesto say the windows are acompact and logical
pictoria history of Chrigtianity, with awedth of symbolism unexampled in any other modem church.”

The church retainsits architectura integrity and remainsrelatively imatered from the time of construction.

(end)

Noreen OGarg, "Rearogpettive ... Chales J. Connick,” Stained Glass Quarterly, Soring 1937.
" The Sunday Herdd (Bogton), 16 Decamber 1917.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property occupies|ot number 8983 on the City of Boston Assessors Plan for Ward 1817, Block
55.
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries encompassall land historically known asthe First Congregational Church of hyde Park. The
property includes the church and grounds.

(end)
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M assachusetts Historical Commission

September 29, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull
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Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400
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Dear Ms. Shull:
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Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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