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According to contemporary newspaper accounts the American Legion Hut in Helena,
Arkansas was designed by Legionnaire H. H. Walters. Present officers of the
post report that Helena contractor E. T. Walker supervised construction of the
Legion building, with much of the work done by local members. Most of the
building materials were donated, including the cypress logs from the farm of
Robert Gordon.

Designed in a rustic style, the Helena Legion Hut is constructed of cypress

logs notched and joined at the corners. Cement chinking and steel pins inserted
vertically through the logs at three-foot intervals reinforce the log walls. A
gable roof covers the one-storey rectangular structure.

The facade of the building features a simple porch. Rough-hewn paired posts
set in four square-cut stone bases support the hipped roof with exposed rafters.
Above the porch roof the gable end of the building is covered with rectangular
shingles. A bay-like projection on the west elevation has a gable roof. This
west gable end features vertical flush-board trim terminating in a zig-zag
pattern.

The original building was planned to hold a 60-foot by 44-foot meeting room,
men's and ladies' dressing rooms, and office space. In 1949 a two-storey frame
addition was made to the rear of the hut, and the gable roof was extended to
cover this addition. At the same time two small one-storgy shed roof additions
were made on the east elevation. Though not of log construction, these later
additions are nevertheless in keeping with the architectural style of the hut.

The rustic style is continued in the interior of the Legion Hut. Double entry
doors open into the large meeting room. The ceiling extends to the ridge line
of the roof, thus exposing the structural details of the building. At the
south end of the room is a large fireplace of cut stone matching that used on
the porch. Weapons used in World War I and World War II are displayed along
the walls of the meeting room.

The Legion Hut rests on its original site near downtown Helena. Except for the
1949 additions the building has changed little since its 1922 construction.
The Helena Legion Hut remains in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1922, the Richard L. Kitchens Post in Helena is the first
log American Legion hut in Arkansas. Its rustic style with a low gable

roof is reminiscent of the European chalets encountered by American soldiers
during World War I.

The Richard L. Kitchens Post is named for a Helena doughboy who was a private
in the 312th Field Signal Battalion of the 87th Division. While enroute to
France on a troop ship, Kitchens developed influenza, a condition which
afflicted thousands of soldiers in Western Europe during World War I. Kitchens
died on September 18, 1918, and was buried in the American Cemetery in Pons,
France.

A temporary charter for the Richard L. Kitchens Post was issued on August 11,
1919, with the permanent charter issued the following year. Fifteen charter
members organized the post, which has been continually active since 1919.
Like other American Legion Posts around the country, the Richard L. Kitchens
Post has played an active role in civic and social events in the local comm-
unity.

Contemporary newspaper articles in The Arkansas Legionnaire, a weekly publica-
tion of the Arkansas American Legion office, describe construction of the
Helena Legion Hut. On April 24, 1922, it was reported that a lot near down-
town Helena had been purchased as a building site for the Post. Though all
building materials were donated and work was to be done by Legionnaires, there
was nevertheless a $3,000.00 fund to be used in construction of the building.

The Helena Hut was designed in a rustic style by Helena Legionnaire H. H. Walters.
Another Legionnaire, E. T. Walker, supervised construction of the building. The
cypress logs used in the walls were cut from the farm of a third Helena Legion
member, Robert Gordon. |

On July 4, 1922, a public ceremony was held to lay the cornerstone of the Helena
Legion Hut. Work commenced soon afterwards and the building was completed within
the year. The rectangular building has a gable roof and features a hip roof
porch across the facade. Cypress logs with cement chinking make up both the
exterior and interior wall surfaces. Cut gray stone is used in the porch post
bases, and in the large chimney at the south end of the meeting room. The log
and stone construction materials add to the rustic style of the Hut.
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For over fifty years the American Legion Hut in Helena has served veterans of
World War I, World War II, the Korean conflict and the war in Vietnam.
Constructed by and for American Legion members, the Helena Legion Hut is
especially significant as the oldest American Legion building in Arkansas, and
possibly in the United States. (Though no documentary evidence is available,
local members feel their "hut" is the first to be so designated in the country.)
Architecturally, the Helena Legion Hut is unusual as a twentieth century insti-
tutional structure.
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