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1. Name of Property

historic name  Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults

other names/site number 151-67

2. Location

street & number 305 Flint Road |:| not for publication
city or town Pratt L__\ vicinity

state Kansas code KS county Pratt code 151 zip code 67124

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this x___ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property x _ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: ‘

ional x__ statewide __local

Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
4. Nationdl Park Service Certification
1, hereby, Lertify that this property is:
entered in the National Register ___determined eligible for the National Register
___determined not eligible for the National Register ; ___removed from the National Register

/)

___other (explaip:)

-2 .12

Date of Action

ignature of the Keeper




Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults
Name of Property

Pratt County, Kansas

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private building(s)
X | public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal X | structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

World War lI-Era Aviation-Related Resources of KS

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

buildings

district

site

2 structure

object

2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DEFENSE; AIR FACILITY

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Vacant/Not In Use

Work in Progress

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

No Style

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation: Concrete

walls: Concrete

roof: Concrete

other: N/A




Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults Pratt County, Kansas
Name of Property County and State

Narrative Description

Summary

The Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults are located on the campus of the former Pratt Army Air Field, which is
now used as the Pratt Industrial Airport. It is three miles north of Pratt on US 281 Highway. The nominated
property includes less than one acre of land within the current landholdings of the Pratt Airport Authority. The
Norden Bombsite Storage Vaults are located southwest of the water tower and just east of the former Base
Operations building.

Two small one-story concrete buildings with slightly sloping shed roofs make up the storage structures for a
total of seven vaults. The first structure built included two vaults and the second one built had five vaults
enclosed in a wood-frame building. Today, all that remains are the concrete vaults each with their own metal
door (one is missing) and a concrete slab connecting the two structures.

Elaboration

The Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults' at the former Pratt Army Air Field include two one-story rectangular
and L-shaped structures made of poured reinforced concrete that is eight inches thick.

The smaller L-shaped structure measures 10 feet tall, has walls that are eight inches thick, and has a very
slightly sloping shed roof (tar membrane). It features a raised concrete foundation and houses two vaults,
each with their own exterior door on the north elevation. The two doors are slightly inset and each feature a
protruding concrete lintel topped by a narrow horizontal vent opening that is the same width of the door
opening.

The exterior of the east vault measures 11 feet wide by 13 feet deep. There is an outward-swinging metal
door with substantial metal hinges and is fastened shut with an exterior padlock. The south (rear) elevation of
the east vault includes two narrow horizontal vent openings with raised concrete sills seemingly identical to
those above the door on the north elevation. There are two smaller rectangular vent openings at foundation
level. The east and west (side) elevations feature no openings or architectural detail.

The door of the west vault has been removed leaving the interior exposed. This west vault measures 5 feet,
10 inches wide by 6 feet, 8 inches deep. The south (rear) elevation of the west vault includes a square vent
opening just above the foundation. The interior is finished entirely of concrete except for the slightly dropped
ceiling, which is made of one-eighth-inch-thick composite panels that are nailed to a wood frame. There are
several small metal conduit pipes protruding through the dropped ceiling and a large fuse box has been
mounted on the west wall. There is no evidence of shelving. The vault was a maintenance room with several
electrical service boxes.

The larger rectangular structure measures 50 feet wide and 24 feet, 5 inches deep and includes five vaults
made of poured reinforced concrete. The vaults are constructed similarly to those of the smaller L-shaped
structure. This larger rectangular structure measures 41 feet, 5 inches wide and 9 feet, 10 inches deep and is
8 feet, 9 inches tall. There are five 32-inch steel doors that measure three inches in thickness on the north
elevation, and they’re not like the heavy bank vault doors found on the adjacent vault building. There are
square (8-inch by 8-inch) vents into the individual vault spaces near the bottom left of each door on the north
elevation. There are smaller rectangular (6-inch by 8-inch) vents above the right corner of each door. The
east, west, and south elevations feature no openings or architectural detail.

! This resource is very similar to the Second-Generation Norden Bombsight Vault at McCook Army Air Field in Nebraska,
which was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on June 17, 1993. See:
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/histpres/nebraska/redwilow.htm#mccook






Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults Pratt County, Kansas
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing)

Military

A Property is associated with events that have made a
X significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1942 - 1945
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information

important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

1942 - 1945

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) L
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)
NA

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
A purposes.

Cultural Affiliation
NA

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

Architect/Builder
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significance for the Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults is 1942-1945, which includes the years
the buildings were utilized. The period begins with the construction of the L-shaped, two-vault building in 1942
and ends with the end of the war and closure of the base in 1945.

Criteria Considerations (justification)

N/A






















































