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The Memorial Gymnasium at the University of Idaho is a brick building in the 
collegiate Gothic style. It consists of an outset 80' memorial tower and a 
three story gymnasium.

The tower's corbelled tudor arched entry is of pre-cast stone made in Spokane, 
Washington. Stained glass windows with cast stone tudor caps and tracery 
grace the buttressed tower on three sides. The tower's frieze is embellished 
with precast figures of an Indian, miner, frontiersman and cowboy. An octagonal 
bell tower rises 24' above the frieze.

The gymnasium is eight bays wide, as demarcated by modified buttresses. Inset 
panels of glazed tile accentuate the gym windows and also enhance the octagonal 
tower's crestings. Six thousand square feet of skylight aid in the gymnasium's 
illumination. Besides a 160' x 108' gym floor, the main body also houses a 
swimming pool on its lower level.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Memorial Gymnasium is significant as a good example of collegiate Gothic 
architecture in Idaho. University of Idaho architect David Lange's design for 
this $350,000 structure exceeded the normal expectations for an Idaho collegiate 
building. The use of stained glass windows in the tower greatly enhances the 
Gothic effect, as do the frieze sculptures. Each of the Frieze's figures 
represents a segment of Idaho's history from the Indian to the rancher. These 
were made in hand carved molds by 0. N. Wolff Company in Spokane. When completed, 
Memorial Gymnasium was the largest college building in the state. The tower 
memorializes Idaho's World War I dead, as noted on a bronze plaque in the lobby.
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