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1. Name

historic

and/or common Fenway/Boylston Street District

2. Location

Fenway, Boylston, Westlandand
Hemaweay Street:”.

Street & number

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only
received J~N _ 4 1984

date entered

N/A notfor publication

city, town Boston N/A vicinity of
state M assachusetts code 025 county  Suffolk code 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership S~tus , Present Use X
A district public occupied r'- agriculture museum
building(s) private unoccupied ~ commercial park
structure both worli in progress X educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X vyes: restricted government scientific
N/A being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
hame Multiple - see continuation sheet
street & number
city, town N/A  vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds - Suffolk County ”
street & number Penfoer t on Square
city, town Boston state MA -
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
ikt Fenway Preservation Survey has this property been determined eligible? _yes no
date  Winter 1983/84 federal state county X local
depository for survey records  Boston Landmari<s Commission
city, town Boston state MA



7. Description Fenway/Boyl ston Street District

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered X origina site
good ruins A altered noved date AA
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Fenway/ Boyl ston Street District is located on the northeast edge of
the Back Bay Fens(NHL-1971) and i s bounded by Boylston Street to the north,
The Fenway to the west, Westland Avenue to the south, and the property line
running north to south between the Fenway and Helnenway Streets. Distinguished
in architectural merit, materials, and design, the District evolved into a
notable residential neighborhood due to itsproximty to the Back Bay Fens, a
maj or O nmsted |andscape. The district includes twenty.-one buildings, as well
as the Johnson Menorial Gates which stand to the nortft& and south of the
juncture of Westland Avenue and The Fenway. There are no intrusions.

The district was designed to include both institutional and residential
structures and these building uses continue today, although mi«y of the
residential townhouses now serve educational and Institutional purposes. The
district was built during the 1890's and the first decade of the twentieth
century. |t faces The Fenway, the parkway designed by Frederick Law Oinsted
at the perimeter of the Back Bay Fens, the park he created from marsh and N
swanp land in the 1880's and which is listed inthe National Register.(NR-1971)

Exhibiting the transition from the late-nineteenth century picturesque
Queen Anne bow-front townhouses of brick, red sandstone and granite to the
flat facades of the Col onial and Neo-Classical Revival styles of light brick,
tan terracotta, and limestone prevalent inthe first years of the twentieth
century, the district presents a coherent record of building tastes i n Boston
during this short span of time. The buildings are largely intact, with mnor
alterations to fenestration comprising the principal changes. Wth prom nent
structures on the three corners marking the boundaries of this district, it
presents a unified appearance, since the intermediate attached structures are
of similar cornice, string course, watertable levels, and largely have flat
roofs.

The buildings of The Fenway/Boylston Street District are described from
north to south:

Qv the corner of Boylston and Henenway Streets at 1136-1150 Boyl ston
Street, (map and photo #1), stands what was originally the Carleton Chanbers
Bostonian Hotel, designed by Arthur H Bowditch in 1901. This six-story
flamboyant essay i n Beaux Arts design is constructed of beige brick with tan
terracotta trim above a basenent story of white |imestone articulated with
coursed block joints. Noteworthy is the extensive use of tan terracotta,
applied as beltcourses, quoins, cornice moldings, consoles, splayed lintels
with keystones, pilasters, and modillion cornice. Wought iron balconies at
the third story windows rest on a string cornice nolded in egg-and-dart motif
and pal mettes. The one-story entrance portico is characterizedhby fluted and
banded colums and pilasters with lonic capitals enriched with foliate swags
on the volutes. The acute angle of the street corner i s enphasized by the
prom nent round corner of the building, which is it by triple windows at each
floor, and enmbellished with paired terracotta pilasters and a cartouche.

X\'o.l il [i0
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At 1154 Boyl ston Street, (map and photo #2), the corner of Boylston
Street and The Fenway, stands the Massachusetts Historical Society
(NR-NHL- 1966) , bui It from 1897-1899 by the prom nent Boston firm of Wheel wri ght
and Haven. Similar inscaletoits*neighbor, althoughnore restrainedi n
design, the Neo-Classical Revival style building has two prom nent round bays,
one of which serves as a transitional element at the street corner. Resting
on the rusticated limestone story are twostories built of beige Ronman brick
laid with fine mortar joints. Fluted pilasters with lonic capitals supporting
a full entablature and a balustrade, splayed lintels with keystones, and
panels with swags i nbas-relief are carved of |imestone. The three bay
portico with a central projecting bay i s supported by colums and piers with
Doric capitals. Wought iron grillwork i s used onthe double doors and i n

. bal coni es.
At 18 The Fenway stands the Boston Medical Library (map #3), designed by
Shaw and Hunnewel | i n 1891. This six-bay beige brick and white sandstone -

bui l ding was designed as a five-bay Italian Renaissance palazzo, witht he
sixth bay, onthe right, built soon thereafter t oappear as a separate town
house. While identical infenestration, the sixth bay i s nade visually
i ndependent by the use of sandstone quoins. The piano nobile i s enphasized by
el ongated round-headed wi ndows. A stone bal ustrade bal cony on consoles joins
the front door and the center window of the piano nobile. The design i s
conpleted with a cornice which serves as a"stylistic division between the
Renai ssance Revival facade and a High Victorian sixth story of high-peaked
dormers which break the roofline pitch. The Neo-Cl assical Revival townhouse
at 22 The Fenway, (map #4, photo #3), was designed i n 1900 by Robert Swain"
Peabody as his residence. The three story, four bay house, nowwith a nodern
-fourth-story addition, i s domnated by a large Palladian type w ndow which
spans the twocenter bays and i s surrounded by a prom nent recessed stone
arch. The sinple side hall entry is characterized with |imestone janbs
decorated with foliate motifs, aswell as alintel with a keystone enbellished
with avertical rowof beads. A staircase with wi nders |eads down t o an
entrance t othe high English basenent. Above the |imestone entrance floor,
the facade i s of tan Roman brick.
Dating from 1900 and al so designed by Robert S Peabody , i s the
. townhouse at 24 The Fenway (nap #5, photo #3,7), constructed .of tan Ronan
brick and |imestone. The four bay, four story Federal Revival style townhouse
"has a high English basement: "and flat roof. Brick handing at the first story
suggests stone courses. Below the wought iron bal.conies extending the full o'
wi dth of the facade i s the elegant entrance, surrounded by engaged fluted
colums with conposite capitals, afull architrave aiid frieze, anda split
. ogee pedinment with a heavy swag of fruit inthe three-giiarter relief between
; the volutes. The wi ndows with |imestone Federal Revival ornamentation retain
their double or triple hung six over six wooden sash.
In 1902, Robert S Peabody designed the townhouse at 26 The Fenway (nhap
.#6, photo #3), the nost severely Neo-Classical building i nthe district. The
sfacade, three stories set on a high basement, i s of white liniestone" formalized
cwith articulated joints at the basenent andfirst story levels, and with
rectangul ar windows with classical profiles. The door janbs are carved with
sbeads, palmettes, figures andurns inbas-relief. A guilloche-patterned
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string course separates the first and second stories. The arched w ndows of
the second story are set within rectangular frames which are supported on
consol es above panels. A full cornice wih tw rows of dentils and corner
consol es conceal s the flat roof.

28 The Fenway, (map ill, photo #3), a Colonial Revival style red brick
building with banding on the first floor and white sandstone trim was built
in 1895 by Al exander W Longfellow, Jr. | tis 4 stories highand 5 bays
wi de. The white sandstone portico of two fluted columms and pilasters, is
capped with lonic volutes and a cornice. The w ndows are elongated si x over .
six over six sash on the second story, and six over six sash on the first,
third, and fourth stories. There enphasized with splayed keystone lintels, a
robust denticulated cornice an® stone balustradecap the flat roofed structure.

Longfellow al so designed 30 The Fenway (nap #8, photo #3), inthe
Col onial Revival style, while working i nthe firm of Longfellow, Alden and
Harlow i n 1895. The three story, three bay red brick facade, with a piano
nobile indicated by elongated wi ndows, i s characterized by a wide front door,
wi de sidelights with wought iron grillwork, and wought iron balconies on the
second and third stories. Brick banding i s used on the first story, and the
el aborate cornice features a stone balustradeand a row of elongated dentils
in the style of Samuel Mclntyre. Such have been replaced with fixed [ights.

The firm of Dabney and Hayward designed the Federal Revival-style
townhouse at 32 The Fenway (map #9), i n 1899. G red brick and |imestone,
the house has thr”e stories and a recessed fourth story with copper segmental
pediments. A round bay enconpasses two-thirds of the facade. A limestone
portico with a conplete.Doric pediment including a triglyph-and-metope frieze,
is the outstandingelement of this structure, which also boasts English bond

-brickwork with glazed headers on the upper stories. '

The most recently constructed towiihousei nthe district is" the Colonial
Revival -style townhouse at 34 The Fenway (map #10), designed in 1910 by the
firm of Charles Brigham Charles Coveney, and Henry Brisbee. Four
stories,with the red and white facade characteristic of its style, the

-high-fired red brick contrasts with the white concrete Doric portico set in

the center of the three bays. The .four-panel door has tonbstone wi ndows.
Concrete sills and string course, brick lintel, and a |imestone corner
bal ustrade are consistent with the style'. At the second story, small-paned
French doors open to bal conies. '

36-38 The Fenway (maps #11,12), an early work'of Albert C Fernald, was
built in 1894. O vyellowhbrick with white sandstone tirita, the three story
Col oni al Revival building has a pair of round bays flanking the central double
entry. The horizontal enphasis created by the use of sandstone in a
continuous, sill banding under the triple windows i n the bays, a cornice

:balustrade, and a first floor of course sandstone with" articulated horizontal

joints. Elongated windows of the entry floor are embellishedwith an
egg-and-dart mol di ng.

Alfed L. Darrow built 40-42-44-46-48-50 The Fenway (maps #13-18, photo
#4), the earliest residential buildings inthe district, in 1892. Clearly of
an earlier date than the classically derived buildings heretofore described.
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this row, which i sdesigned sothat theleft andright trios aremirror
images, i shuilt inyelloworange brick with rusticated red sandstone
basements. Although reflective in_color and texture of t he Queen Anne style,
: these buildings display thetransition totheclassical motifs, i nthat 40-42
and 48-50 The Fenway form lively asymmetrical facades androoflines, and the
mddle pair, 44 and 46 The Fenway are symmetrically arranged withrestrained
classical detailing andflat roofs.

At 52 and 54 The Fenway (nmaps #19, 20, photo #4) aretworelated designs i n
the late Queen Anne style of Hartwell andRichardson, built i n1895.
yel l ow-orange brick with redsandstone at thefirst floor level and
surrounding thedoors, these three and a half story townhouses reflectthe
stylistic transition occuring during this decade. Heavy granite watertables
and t heextensive use of redsandstone i nlarge coursed blocks, contrast with
the narrow Roman brick and fine mortar joint. Despite thesymetry of
fenestration and swelled bay arrangement, theornamentation, lively paired
dormers piercing theslate covered pitched roof, and high chimeys derive from
the picturesque Queen Anne fashion.

Set back onitslot from The Fenway, and sheltered by beech and oak trees
is theHenry Bigelow Wlliams House at 56 The Fenway (nap #21, photo#5).

Desi gned by Boston architect Quy Lowell i n1904 and conpleted i n1906, t he
five-story, six-bay tan Roman brick and tanterracotta structure with white
limestone trimi ssimlar i nscale and style tothecCarleton Hotel. The
Fenway and Henenway Street el evations aremarked by t hepairs of three-sided
bays flanked by brick pilasters and bl ocks symmetrically arranged. The
eHenenway' s street enfranmement, of limestone, i s beneath thepiano nobile
segnmental arch with dentils and a cartouche. Projectinground bay enphasizes
-the corners. The we' of terracotta for theGeorgian-inspired ornament i s the
;most distinguishing characteristic of tills otherwise large Beaux Arts style
block of flats. Original ornate iron balconies and subsidiary and roof
cornices were renoved i nt he 1950's.

The Johnson Menorial Gates (nap #22, photo #6), a pair of |imestone
pylons and bal ustrades marking theentrance from Westland Avenue t o The Fenway
and t heBack Bay Fens, were designed by Quy Lowell i n1902. Each pylon with
four engaged colums with lonic capitals and four bronze lion heads, i s
..o;Qrnounted with a heavy cornice with a figural frieze. Curving i na quarter
- circle from each pier arethebalustrades, which include stone.,benches, behind

whi ch aregrassy |awns. , N



8, Significance Fenway/ Boyl ston Street District

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
preiiistdVic arclieology-preiiistoric X community planning X landscape architecture. religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 | T architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
-X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
_X_1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
cultural
Specificdates  1891-1910 Builder/Architect Multiple institutions

statenment of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Fenway/ Boyl ston Street Historic District possesses integrity of
location, design, setting, materials and workmanship as well as significant
associations with Boston's rapid residential and institutional devel opement at
the turn of thecentury. | tisalso important for its associationswith nany
prom nent Boston famlies andas anintact expression of currently popul ar
styles designed by noteworthy local architects. Thus thedistrict meets
criteria Al Band Cof theNational Register of Historic Places.

Comprising oneblock along The Fenway, t he parkway designed by Frederick
Law O nmsted toencircle theBack Bay Fens, thedistrict reflects anaspect of
his contribution t othechanging topography of Boston, andt hegrowing <>
metropolitan park system—The Emeral d Necklace". Thedistrict reflectsthe
mx of institutional andresidential buildings conmon t ot he Fenway area,
al though its scenic location ontheFens favored t he devel opment of fine
residential townhouses for socially andprofessionally promnent Bostonians, a
trend which did not prevail i ntheFens. Built i nthelast decade of the
nineteenth century andthefirst decade of thetwentieth century, the district
boasts buildings designed by thenost respected Boston architects of the
period andreflects thetransition i ntastes fromthelate Qeen Anne styles."
to the American Neo-Classical revival styles prevalent at thet umof the '
century. The Fenway/Boylston District i soutstanding as areflection of the
topographical, architectural, institutional, andsocial history of the Fenway
area.

In 1861, according toFuller and Witney's nap of t heBack Bay, this
section of thecity was nade up of unfilled flats with the Middy Ri ver weaving
in and out of theregion. Thearea presently occupied by the Christian
Science Church extending west tot heBack Bay Fens was known as Gravelly

e Point. Between 1818 and 1821, Uriah Cotting andt he Boston and Roxbury Mill
Corporation built two danms dividing theCharles River Basin at this point, and
channelled thepower source formill sites that were then tobe located along
Gravelly Point. Themilling operationexisted for about thirty years until
devel oping residential land use nade t heflood basin an unacceptable
nei ghbor.

The area tothewest of Gravelly Point andthecross damwas nade up of
the uninhabitabl emarshes of the Middy River and acted as a sewage collector.
The railway lines running through t heBasin exacerbated theproblemof

' standing water and forced theneed for filling theregion.
The mi Il was shut down i nthelate 1850's. Landfill comrenced from '
Arlington Street, andprogressed steadily westward, with theCity always
realizing substantial profits fromsales of fill rights. Landowners i n the

Gravelly Point area and t othesouth, onwhat i s nowMssachusetts Avenue,
expected that i nduetime their land would be contiguous with the emerging
Back Bay residential neighborhood. Wien t heBack Bay grid was conceived and

laid out, i t was assuned that thestree.t pattern would eventually growt o
adjoin Brookline. However, thenany railroad tracks built across theBasin at
the time of theBack Bay landfill inpeded this growth.

13



9. 1Viajor Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet |

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 125
Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle scale 1:25,00P
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See continuation sheet

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
r-.y D 9,,. e -rJBrK.s .
State code county code

State code county code

11. Form Prepared By
raw/ttie Gandace Jenling, Breservatton Alanni g Brecfor DY %&%Vﬁ;ﬁﬂﬁus it

Q'ggj "atj or| “assachusetts Historical Gonm ssion

date
Street & number 294 Véshington Street lephone  727-8470
city or town Boston State MA

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state JNirocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
For NPS use only
| hereby ed in the National Register

Entered in the date

Keeper of the National Registe

Attest- date
Chief of Registration
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Wth the South End landfill project conpleted and the Back Bay growing
steadily westward toward Gravelly Point, the city officials, in 1875, created
a three-man Park Commi ssion to develop a park system for the city and to solve
the problem of the drainage of the"Full Basin. The Fens area at this time
represented the boundary between Boston and Brookline. Not only didit drain
these areas, but it drained Roxbury and Dorchester as well. The Middy River
and Stony Brook enptied into the Marsh before noving to the Charles River
tidal basin.

In 1878, the Park Comm ssion asked Frederick Law O nsted, then at work
I mpl ementing his design for Franklin Park, to reviewvarious proposals that
had been devel oped to solve the problens created by the marshy, odorous site.
O nsted rejected the proposals, believing they failed both to solve the
drainage problemand to create a public park. His own solution for the area
he was to nane the "Back Bay Fens" did both. From 1881 to 1885, the tidal
gates were constructed, a sewage interceptor buried i nthe Boston side of the
Fens basin to provide run-off for Stony Brook, the path of the Middy Ri ver
altered, and the land filled i naround the conduit and subtly and
naturalistically reshaped to create a public park. The Back Bay Fens becane a
jewel inthe coordinated park system envisioned by O nsted.

In the 1895 Boston Park Guide, Sylvester Baxter described the Fens as
"“primarily an engineering work designed to effect a drainage and sanitation
sinprovement". H continued,

. To give the desirable landscape aspect to the scene, a strikingly
original but beautifully sinple design vwas adopted, i nsimulation of -the
characteristic"salt-marsh scenery of the New England Coast—a brackish
creek, meandering am dst fens with bosky banks. This |andscape was.
so natural . . . so resemblaAt to|the" scenes that once existed inthe
near nei ghborhood, that it gives the Impressionthdt, by sone fortunate
accident, a typical landscape of this character had been preservedfor
its exceptional charminthe mdst of the city growing up around it. 1

The westward novenent of the growing city brought new buildings tothe
area. Following the great fire of 1872, many of the institutions once located
-i n downtown Boston began to look to this' new Fens area for acconodation. Land
was sold at public auction to devel opers and speculators and turned into the
The East and West Fens, largely consisting of adjoining aparl:me'nt or hotel
\ conpl exes. The present day Hemenway Street, i son, the dite of fihe Cross Dam "
built across the Full Basin'of Back Bay i n 1818. The street (projected as an
avenue to the Brookline town line as early as 1855) was built in 1878, as was
.Westland Avenue. | n 1879, accordingto Onsted' s plan for the Back Bay Fens,
*The Fenway was designed as a raised roadway to skirt the eastern edge of the
Fens. Hitchcockrefers toit as, "the first parkway approach to an American
city."2 Westland Avenue was proposed as a major entrance to the park. 1In
1888, Boylston Street was extended fromExeter Street to The Fenway. .o

By the late 1880's, there were nunerous horsecar railroad line's
travelling within the Fenway/ Kennore area. Alnost all these transportation
lines nerged into the West End Street Railway Conpany i n 1887, and by 1889i t
sbegan their first electric car line operating beteen Boston and Brookline. By
; 1892, residents near the Fens could trayel to and from downtown Boston vi a
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lines onthe principal streets including one on Boylston Street from Park
Street to Massachusetts Avenue.

Uni que market pressures were brought t obear on the newy created Iand
due toits proximty toboth the Fack Bay(NR 1975, LHD 1966) and the South
End(NR 1973, LHD 1984) As the reputation of the Back Bay was ascending with
each new bl ock of fine houses, the neighborhood directly south of the
Fens—t he South End—declined. The so-called flight fromthe South End was
hast ened by unscrupul ous land speculators, a credit crunch, and a financial
panic. Wat had started inthe 1840's as the city's newest fashionable
district was, by the 1890's, a hodgepodge use of rooni nghouses and tenenents.

Sandwi ched between the Back Bay and the South End, the Fens region
reflected the primarily residential land use of both neighborhoods but was
unique i ndrawing many cultural and educational institutions seeking roomfor
expansion i nnew | ocations on undevel oped land. Qnce the Harvard Bridget o
Canbridge, now known as the Massachusetts Avenue brige, was completed i n 1891
.and brought cross-town traffic through the area, the lots on Massachusetts and
Huntington Avenues were quickly devel oped. The Christian Science Church was
built in 1894, and nany institutions soon followed. Two of the earliest A
institutions inthe newarea |ocated i n The Fenway/ Boyl ston Street District.

The Massachusetts Historical Society noved i n 1897 fromTrenont Street t o
the corner of Boylston Street and The Fenway, |and they had purchasedi n
1892. Swiftly following was the Boston Medical Library which built on
nei ghboring lots ~nd opened i n 1900. Menbers stated thesite was, "the only
one worthy of the dignity of the profession, and that a handsome buil ding
there will bring us notice, rmoney and a reputa*tion."3

Al'though substantial houses were built 'on reclaimed land north of the
*Fens, along Bay State Road (LL 1979), residential developnent of this scale

.did not predominate | nthe Fenway' area; Rather, open |land proVed nore
attractive t ospeculative land devel opers, who raised four and five-story
apartment buildings. The Fenway/Boylston Street District reflects this type

of devel opment as well, insixlots purchased and devel oped by the Fenway Land
. Conpany.
As Whitehill relates, the Fens region never devel oped as the el egant

residential area it was envisioned t obe, duet ochanging social and economic
. patterns which nmade large single-famly townhouses unfeasible.. Nevertheless,
| several substantial townhouse residences clustered on The Fenway between
Boyl ston Street and. Westl and Avenue were built by acconplished architects
comm ssioned by well-to-do Bostonians, nost of whogi nmoved fromthe Back Bay t o
live on The Fenway.

Because of its location between promnent thoroughfares andits site
AMacing the Back Bay Fens, The Fenwa:y/Boylston Street District represents t"he
;three building types and |and uses for which the neighborhood i s known. '

The Fenway/Boylston Street District i s largely intact, with building
modi fications limted tofenestration and doorways, fire excapes, and an added
story on one huilding. The block stands as a harnonious unit: brick buildings
faced with stone or stone terra-cotta trim which reflect the sweep of The
Fenway. The buildings arethree or four stories i nheight and are designed
with simlar horizontal markings and symmetrical arrangements. A granite curb
i mrks the boundary of the grass |awn of nost buildings which have a uniform
setback fromthe street.
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The district developed approximately from south tonorth, with earlier
buildings of the1890's contrasting i nstyle, color, material, and texture
fromthelater buildings of thefirst decade of this century. Although built
at a time when therevival of classical styles, motifs and colors were
increasingly prevalent, theearly buidings i ntheDistrict reflect the
popularity of theQeen Anne bowfront brick townhouse, here executed withred
sandstone and granite as texturally rich conplements tothebrown and orange
brick.

The transition fromthelate Queen Anne bowfronts tothe flat-fronted
light brick and white |imestone facades of t heNeo-Classical Revival-style
buildings i sapparent innid-“block. The District serves as an interesting
essay i nthevariety of responses totheuse of classical |anguage popul ar at
-the  turn of thecentury. Classical ornanent as interpreted by Samuel Mclntyre
and Charles Bulfinch, as well as by architects working i nthe contenporary
Renai ssance and Beaux-Arts Revival styles, signifies thearchitectural
i mportance of the block.

The four large corner structures aresignificant as representing the
cultural institutions locating along theFens and t he emergence of t he grand
apartment hotel block formthere. The first tobe constructedwas t he 1897-99
Massachusetts Historical Society (map, photo #2) (NHL-1966), designed byt he
prom nent Boston firm of Wheel wight and Haven. Architects of commercial,
institutional, and residential buildings, they also designed t he Canbridge
Bridge (nowknownjas thelongfellowBridge, NR 1978, Charles River Basin HD) as
;well as thePark Street Subway Station(NHL 1966) The firmis well-represented
in theFenway, for i naddition totheHistorical Societiy building', thefirm

. built Horticultural "Hall (1701) (NR-1975), The New England Conservatory of '
:Misic (1902) (NR-1980), Jordan Hall, and t heBoston Qpera House > -
; (1909-denol i shed 195;7). Although "the Massachusetts Historical Society

Buil ding now seens theepitome of thelarge institutional structure set within
the context of an urban site, it was a solitary building at thetime of its
construction, N

The Boston Medical Library, at 18 The Fenwayj (map #3) was conpleted i n
1900, on land owned by the Library since 1891. Adjacent tothe Massachusetts
Historical Society, thesix-bay structure was built by thepromnent firmof

...jSaw and Hunnewel . The firm designed residences, primarily i nthe Back Bay,

. as well as office and public buildings, university buildings at,Harvard and
Wl lesley Colleges, and the' 6ar and Eye Hospital.

Four years after the Massachusetts Historical:Soclety opened i ts doors,
construction began on its neighbor, theCarleton Chanbers Bostonian Hotel (map #1
,photo #1)., A copy of London's Carleton Hotel, theBoston version was
.designed by Arthur H Bowditch of beige brick, white limestone, and t an
;terracotta used enthusiastically at every opening and bay division. Its
interior was designed on "the European Plan" with furnished andunfurnished
roons and suites.

At 56 The Fenway, at theopposite end of theblock, stands t he Henry

"Bigelow WIliams House (map #21, photo #5), built from 1904 t 0 1906 for the
socially promnent attorney. The exterior of theBeaux-Arts mansion i s similar
in mterial and design tothecCarleton Hotel, although nore subdued. Designed by
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Qy Lowell, who was at work on nearby buildings for the Miseumof Fine Arts
(1907) and S mmons Col | ege (1905-1907), the building is sited on a large
grassy and tree-shaded | ot on The Fenway where i t curves to join Westland
Avenue and Henmenway Street. W I liams, who lived in the luxurioustop floor
suite, shared his building with tenants who lived in self-contained apartments
on the lower floors. A chapel with a pipe organ is also contained in the
house. After WIlliams' death, his widow sold the house in 1914 to Ralph H
White, a successful Boston merchant who owned one of the |argest downtown
department stores. In 1923, 6 years after the death of Wiite, i t becane the
Girls Trade School of the City of Boston - an early adaptive reuse. In 1973
the Fenway Little City Hall replaced the school. Despite it sresenblance in
style and scale to the Carleton Chanbers, it sdevel opnent as a |l uxurious
private apartment block remains unique in Boston. Wth the conpletion of the
WIliam House, the block was largely intact.

The earliest residences inthe district were spurred by devel opment on
Westl and Avenue. The buildings from 40-50 The Fenway, (maps #13-18, photo #4)
designed by Alfred L. Darrow on |ots developed by the Fenway Land Conpany,
were begun i n 1892, Retaining the general characteristics of the late Queen
Anne bowfront residences, they nevertheless reflect the influence of Colonial
Revival -style vocabulary. Unlike the majority of the early buildingsin the
surroundi ng neighborhood, these buidings, the first on The Fenway, were
designed as single-famly dwellings. The S Endicott Peabody famly lived at
40 The Fenway, and Dr. and Ms. Russell Sturgis, Jr., lived at 44 The Fenway,

To the north are 36 and 38 The Fenway, (maps #11,12) built in 1894 by
Al bert C Fernald, also as single-famly dwellings. Little is known about the
architect, but the buildingsare significant in showing the adoption of the
. Colonial Revival style as nost up-to-date.

. By 1895, the residences at 52 and!54 The Fenway(maps #19,20, photo #4)
were under construction. Mre elegant inmaterial and reflecting the nore
refined textures and colors of the new style, the buildingsstill retain the

« look ofearlier Queen Anne homes of the Back Bay. They were designed by
Hartwel | and Richardson, best known for their Richardsonian Romanesque design
for the First Spiritualist Tenple(now the Exeter Street Theater), built in the
Back Bay in 1884,

Al exander Longfellow, who assisted inthe office of HH Richardson for
« four years, and designed the Canbridge City Hall, buildingsat Radcliffe, and
the Dudley and City Square MBTA stations, designed the houses at 28 and 30 The

Fenway(nmaps #7,8, photo #3) in 1895 for Ms. Stephen Van Renssal aer Thayer and
her son and his wife, M. and M. SV.R Thayer, Jr. Built by a well—known
Boston architect for a promnent family, the homes appeared in the editorial
pages of the American Architect and Building News. 4 This house represents
the conscious adoption of pure classical design for the fashionable family
houses i n the block.

The firm of Dabney and Hayward designed 32 the Fenway (map #9) in 1899.

Known for their "slow-burning construction"technique, they also built the
Exchange Club and Brookline House.
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Two of the three adjacent townhouses by Robert S Peabody also were
conpleted in 1900. Robert Swain Peabody of the Peabody and Stearns firm, was
perhaps the prem er architect i nBoston i nthat period, and the fact that he
chose to design and build his hone at 22 the Fenway(map #4, photo #3) |ends
importance to the District. A description and photograph of his hone appeared
in the American Architect and Building News. 5 In the year that he built his
house, he was President of the American Institute of Architects and wi dely
respected as a designer, writer and authority on Georgian architecture.

Chosen t o represent Boston i n the august body of architects which gathered to
design the 1893 World Colunbian Exposition buildings i n Chicago, Peabody was
responsible for the Machinery Exhibition Building and the Massachusetts
Building. H built the Exchange Building at 53 State Street, Boston, i n which
he and his partner, John Goddard Stearns, had their offices. H was the
architect of the Boston and Providence Railroad Station, and university,
school, and residential buildings.

For his own residence, he designed a brick and |imestone townhouse,
simlar inmaterial and color to the Boston Medical Library, with a |arge
central Palladian windowmotif. Next door, at 24 the Fenway, (map #5, photo
#3,7) he built a brick residence rem niscent of Federal townhouses on Beacon

Hill. The owner was Moorfield Storey, a promnent |awyer, who had his offices
in the Exchange Building. At the time he conmissioned the house, he was
president of the HA I naddition to arguing decisive cases before the

Suprene Court on issues such as "grandfather" clauses and segregation cases.
Storey was an ardent anti-imperialist, supporter of Native Anmericans, and
later president of the NAACP. H devoted nuch of his time towriting and
lecturing for these causes.

Two years later .the third Peabpdy-designed townhouse was conpl eted.
Built at 26 The Fenway(map #6, photo #3)! for Mss Fanny Foster, the house,
which incorporates a |imestone facade and classical ornanment around the
wi ndows and door, i s the nmost severely Neo-Classical of Peabody's work on The
Fenway.

The firm of Charles Brigham Charles Coveney, and Henry Brishee, best
known as architects of churches, built on the last vacant | ot at 34 The
Fenway, (map #10) inthe District in 1910. The nost overtly Colonial Revival
in Style, material, and color, the home was owned by Charles L> Austin, who
made many trips around the world on business for the firm of Augustine Hedro
and (., the largest house of import i nthe Orient.

Conpl ementing the architectural ensenble of the district in classical
style and material are the Johnson Menorial Gates,(map #22, photo #6) designed
by @y Lowell in 1901 and constructed in 1902. Located at the crossing of
West | and Avenue and Henenway Street, the gates serve as.the entrance to The
Fenway and the Back Bay Fens. Classically inspired informand ornament, the
limestone pylons built under the direction of Lowell fulfilled Omsted' s
intention that Westland Avenue be the demarcation of the park's boundaries.
Gven by Ellen Cheney Johnson i n menory of her husband, Jesse Johnson, as a
public fountain for animals, the gates are a formal work of |andscape and
architecture and, as such, are an appropriate inclusion i nthe District,
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Lowel | returned fromstudy at The Ecol e des Beaux-Arts i n1899t o
establish and practice i nBoston. A noted expert i nlandscape design, he
taught the subject at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He served on
the Metropolitan Distric board which oversaw t hemaintenance of t he Back Bay
Fens.

The buildings i nthedistrict arestill largely residential, althoughi n
a different ownership formfromtheoriginal single famly form Fraternity
houses, condomi niuns, and rental apartments occupy a nunber of structures;
educational institutions such as music schools (Berklee School of Misic and
the Boston Conservatory) occupy others. The Massachusetts Historical Society
remains theonly original occupant. The Wlliams Block i scurrently vacant
and will be devel oped as smaller residential units.
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Verbal Boundary: Description and Justification

Beginning at thenortheast corner of theDistrict, at t he southwestern
corner of theintersection of Boylston and Henenway Streets and
running southwesterly along thewestern curb line of Henenway Street;
thence turning at a right angle and running westerly along theback
lot line of 1150- 1136 Boylston Street; then turning at a right angle
and running southwesterly along theback | ot lines of the properties
from 15t 0 65 Henenway Street**; thence turning at a right angle and
running easterly along theside | ot line of 67 Hemenway Street; thence
turning at aright angle and running southwesterly t oinclude both
sides of t heJohnson Menorial Gates; thence turning at right angles
and running northeasterlyandafter theGates turning and running
first southwesterly and then northeasterlyalong theeastern curbllne
of The Fenway; continuing i nthis direction until The Fenway's
intersection with Boylston Street; thence turning andrunning i n a
northeasterly direction along t hesouthern curb line of Boylston
Street until thepoint of origin.

** The east side of t heblock, facing Henenway Street, consists of
houses later indate andhistorically distinct from those facing The
Fenway, and i snot included i n theDistrict.
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ASSESTRS

PARCH/ DATE OF

NAPH H STCR C NAME STREET ALCRESS QONSTRUCTI ON STYLE

1755 Carl eton Chanbers/Bostoni an Hot el 1136- 1150 Boyl ston St , 1901 begun Beaux- Arts

1754 Massachusstts Historical Society 1154 Boylston St. 1892- 1897 Non- Cl assical Revival
1795 Boston Medical Library 8 The Fenway 1891- 1900 Renai ssance Revival
1794 Robert S Peabody House ; 22 The Fenway 1900 Neo- Cl assical Revival
1795 Moorfield House 24 The Fenway 1900 Federal Revival

1792 Fanny Fost er House ° - 26 The Fenway 1902 Neo- Cl assical Revival
1791 S Van R Thayer House 28 The Fenway 1898 Col oni al Revival

1790 S Van R Thayer, Jr. House : 30 The Fenway 1895 Col oni al Revival

1789 ennyiyy ;5 32 The Fenvay 1899 .- Col oni al Revival

1788 Ch&TIe3 Austin House ' 34 The Fenway 1910 Col oni al Revival

1787 - 36 The Fenway 1894 Col oni al Revival

1786 38 The Fenway 1894 Col oni al Revival

1785 S Endicott Peabody House 40 The Fenway 1892 Queen Anne

1784 42 The Fenway 1892 Queen Anne

1783 Russel |l Sturgis H House 44 The Fenway 1892 Queen Anne

1782 46 The Fenway 1892 Queen Anne

1781 48 The Fenway 1892 Queen Anne

1780 50 The Fenway 1892 Queen Anne

1779 52 The Fenway 1895 A Queen Anne

1778 54 The Fenway 1895 Queen Anne

1777 Henry Bigel ow W I |iams House 56 The Fenway 1904- 1906 Beaux- Arts

n/ # Menorial Gates West | and Ave. Neo- Cl assi cal
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